
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter I of this research proposal explains about the background of the 

study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation and definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of The Study 

Language is a means of communication. People can get information by the 

language. In fact, language is not only used to give and get the information, but it 

can also arouse the human’s empathy, it means that language can influence the 

human’s feeling in this life, people always consider that human being cannot be 

separated from literature. 

Literature is a product of language. It is important in human's life, because 

it is an expression of human beings life, from their experience, thought, ideas and 

feeling. Literature has relationship with human’s life, so that the readers can see 

the reflection of real life. According to Jones. Jr (1968), literature is simply 

another way we can experience the world around us through our imagination. 

There are many advantages that people can take from literature. By 

reading literature, they can get valuable and useful knowledge that has significant 

benefit concerning the topic. By learning literature, they also will have wider 

insight and wiser consideration in making decision. Literature is one of 
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compulsory subject that have to be given to the student of English Department in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Furthermore, by studying literature 

students will be familiar with the form of literature. By expecting that, it can 

arouse interest and develop their understanding and appreciation of literary works. 

There are some literary works which can be elaborated into deep analysis. 

They are novel, short story, drama and poetry. Drama is one of the literary works 

and one of the collecting dialogues that presented by the actors on the stage in 

front of the audience. Drama consists of a series of actions meant to be performed 

on a stage by live actors for an audience. More than any other literary form, 

drama resembles real life: It shows us action directly, rather than telling us about 

it as fiction does (Macmillan, 1984: 321). Film is one kind of drama, but it is not 

presented on the stage in front of audience like drama. According to Macmillan 

Dictionary, film is a series of moving pictures with sound that people can watch 

at the cinema or at home.  

Moreover, film is one of media that contains sound, video animation, 

picture and it is also supposed to be an image of real world. Film is not only gives 

us entertainment, but also education because from film people can understand 

about the development of life, science, art and technology that they do not know 

before. There are many people who are interested in film. 

According to Dian Ayu Prinawati (2005), who analyzed about the main 

character’s conflict in Judith Michael’s novel “Deceptions” stated three kinds of 
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conflict on that novel, there are psychological conflict, social conflict and 

physical conflict, which is related to this study. 

In this study, the writer is interested to analyse physical conflicts by the 

main character “Jeremy Melton“ in Dylan Sellers film “Valentine“. This film is 

interesting because it tells a good story, draining of emotions and feelings, 

mysterious and full of unpredictable things. The film tells about physical 

conflicts. For summary, In this film there was a boy named Jeremy Melton as a 

main character, he was a stupid and ugly boy, so a lot of friends expelled him 

from social intercourse at the school. Because they always thought that Jeremy 

Melton was a strange child and not normal than another children of his age. One 

day in his Junior High School there was Valentine’s Dance Party in 1988, Jeremy 

Melton asked four popular girl in his school to dance with him. Three girls, 

Shelley, Lily and Paige refused him badly, while the fourth girl, Kate, refused 

him friendly. At the same time, there was a girl named Dorothy accused Jeremy 

have committed sexual assault to herself, finally Jeremy was beaten by all the 

children at the school, and his nose was bleeding. Then Jeremy was sent to 

transform school as his punishment. Since that time, Jeremy experienced severe 

physical conflicts that makes him become a ruthless psychopath with the aim to 

take revenge for his hurt in his childhood. Until finally, Jeremy kill those four 

girls in a row and cruelly on Valentine’s Day. Valentine is a 2001 horror film 

directed by Jamie Blanks, and starring Denise Richards, David Boreanaz, Marley 

Shelton, Jessica Capshaw, Hedy Burress, and Katherine Heigl. It is a slasher film 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horror_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamie_Blanks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denise_Richards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Boreanaz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marley_Shelton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marley_Shelton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jessica_Capshaw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hedy_Burress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katherine_Heigl
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slasher_film
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with a Valentine's Day theme. The film is loosely based on the novel of the same 

name by Tom Savage. 

Ideal character according to Indonesian dictionary is a good and perfect 

character in a story both novels, comics, and movies. The character of this ideal is 

like having a life that no reproach. This character can be said like protagonist 

character, the protagonist is “protagonistes” meaning someone who plays the 

main role, the actor’s core, the protagonist of a work of literature, theater, cinema, 

or even a musical narrative (existing fairytale), he is a core cast of characters 

representing the audience felt so close. Whereas contradicted character is a 

character that contrary to good character. Contradicted character it self occurs in 

figure Jeremy Melton in Valentine’s film, who initially had good character, but 

because of many conflicts he faces in his life, it changes the character becomes 

bad. So the impact on his behavior that tends to bad, strange, crazy and cruel. For 

example like he killing of friends that he hated. Make him a murderer. 

1.2 Statement of The Problems 

Based on the background above, the writer is interested in investigating 

problem related to the main character, they are: 

1. What are physical conflicts by the main character “Jeremy Melton“ in Dylan 

Sellers film “Valentine“ ? 

2. What are the causes of physical conflicts by the main character “Jeremy 

Melton“ in Dylan Sellers film “Valentine“ ? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Valentine%27s_Day
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1.3 Purpose of The Study 

In relation to the problem of study, the main purpose of study: 

1. To know physical conflicts by the main character “Jeremy Melton“ in Dylan 

Sellers film “Valentine“. 

2. To explain the causes of physical conflicts by the main character “Jeremy 

Melton“ in Dylan Sellers film “Valentine“. 

1.4 Significance of The Study 

It is expected that the result of this study has some significances, they are as 

follows: First, it is expected to provide a description of the physical conflicts. It 

can be used by the reader to anticipate, solve and identity the problem of human 

being that may happen in their personal life, like social, etc. 

Second, by reading literature, people can obtain other knowledge about life 

that will get respect to the other people. Also, for English Department students 

who are interested in analyzing the literary works, especially in film, the result of 

this study can be used as a reference in doing the similar research. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the main character Jeremy Melton in Dylan Sellers 

film “Valentine“. There are many main characters in this film, but the writer 

limits the discussion only on one main character named Jeremy Melton. 
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1.6 Definition of The Key Terms 

The purposes of giving the definition of the key terms are to avoid 

misunderstanding on the terms that exist in this research. The terms which 

necessary to be defined are as follows: 

1. Study is learning activity or gaining knowledge, especially from books 

(Hornby, 1985: 1187). 

2. Conflict is the struggle between two opposing forces that lies at the center of a 

plot in a story or drama. It may be physical, social, psychological or it may be 

a combination of these (Macmillan, 1984).  

3. Physical conflict is a conflict between human being and nature and 

environment (Jones. Jr, 1968). 

4. Main character is a person or living thing that is talked about mostly or has a 

great part in the film or in the story (novel). 

5.  “Valentine” is one of physical conflicts film which is produced by Dylan 

Sellers. 

6. Film means a picture-life, also often called movie. Film, collectively, often 

called cinema.  

 

 

 

 


