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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher presents: Background of the study,

problems of the study, purpose of the study, scope and limitation, significances of

the study, and definition of key terms.

1.1. Background of the study

English is an international language used by many countries in the world.

Some countries use English as second language after their native language. In

Indonesia, English is used as a foreign language. It is introduced from elementary

level to high school level, to university level to business professionals. English

has helped people of all ages build their confidence and skill needed for

successful life.

In learning English, there are four skills that must be mastered well:

reading, writing, listening and speaking. Each skill has different objective that has

to be reached in order to master the language. Writing is an important part of

language teaching as it also functions as an essential tool for learning in which

students expand their knowledge of the language elements in real use.

Writing is also viewed as a social and cultural phenomenon as it is

meaning-making that is socially and culturally shaped and individually and

socially purposeful (Weigle, 2002). By writing, we can not only explain, argue,

and criticize but also express our feeling. Besides, the students can express their
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ideas or opinions to other people. Good writing will make us successful in college

and job recruitments. As we know that in job recruitments usually a factory has a

test on writing for applicants. The ability to write effectively becomes

increasingly important in global community and instruction in writing is thus

assuming an increasing role in second and foreign language education (weigle,

2002).

Teaching writing is the activity of teacher to give instruction to students

and stimulate them to get ideas: help students when they cannot write and support

the students express their feeling in written. According to Harmer (2004: 41),

teaching writing is the way where teacher has to give writing direction to the

students and stimulate them to get ides: help students when they lose their words

and also give support.

There are some problems that we can find on writing skill. According to

Mukminatien (2003), many problems arise with regard to the development of

English as foreign language (EFL) productive skills, especially in the area of

writing. In addition, Gebhard (1996: 235) pointed out that there are three

problems faced by English as a second language (ESL) or EFL teachers in writing

instruction. One of the problems is related to the effectiveness of teacher’s

response on the students writing product. Generally, the students do not make the

most of teacher’s comments and corrections on their written work as influential

feedback for their writing skill development.
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The students can get the learning resource from books, magazines,

newspapers, and other learning resources to improve their writing skill. The

learning resources can be obtained not only from books, magazines, newspapers,

and other learning resources to improve their writing skill but also from

technology as internet gives easier way on searching knowledge and information.

Through internet, students can access much knowledgeable references that they

need quickly. Now, students must not go to the library to get some books as their

sources. They can use internet online to get as much as information they need.

Internet is a center of information that has multi fields. All information we want

to know can be gotten from internet.

Therefore, it is important to guide the students to use internet as their

learning source positively. The utilization of internet as learning source can be

classified on three levels:

 Simple. On simple level, element of study is still dominated by face to face.

The teachers just insert the theory in the form of softcopy such as pdf, video,

doc and so on for independent source. Assignments from the teacher are also

submitted by email.

 Middle. On the middle level, the percentage of face to face element is already

reduced; some theories can be downloaded in internet. The teacher also gives

the references. The assignments are given through internet by email, blog,

and so on. The students also submit the assignments by internet.
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 High. On the high level, the use of internet is more optimal. In this level, the

teachers and students are interacted by learning management system (LMS).

Through LMS, learning process is conducted fully by internet. Thus, the

teachers must be professional on conducting the teaching process. The

teachers are can use internet expected to transfer the knowledge more

effective and efficiency (www.jardiknas.kemdiknas.go.id).

In University of Muhammadiyah Malang, there is a compulsory course

of ESP for all students. ESP of UMM has sixteen credits from the first until the

third semester. ESP, which has an important role on English teaching, is one way

to increase the student’s knowledge. After following this program, the graduates

are expected to be able to face the global era. Global era is a common term for

processes of international integration arising from increasing human connectivity

and interchange of worldviews, product, ideas, and other aspects of culture. ESP

also has important role on English teaching because it applies the teaching of four

English skills that are reading, speaking, listening and writing.

Empirically, a research done by As’ad Muhammad (2010) on “using web

blogs to teach students to write recount texts” showed that using weblog can help

the teacher to teach students to write recount texts and the students can express

their ideas, and experiences in a form of write recount texts on learning process.

Furthermore, As’ad Muhammad (2010) states that the teachers are

challenged to use the internet as the source of knowledge or as tool to give

instructions. So, to make a wider interaction, the internet becomes one of the
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solutions. One of the internet facilities is web blog. Weblog refers to the space in

the internet where the students can express their ideas, experiences, and interact

with people in a written form. Internet can be used as an alternative medium to

convey English instructions by practicing student’s ability in mastering language

skills especially writing. However, internet does not always give good effect but

also bad effect to the users. Therefore, the teacher should be able to give good

instructions to the students in downloading or browsing the writing materials

through internet as sources in supporting their learning activity.

Based on the explanation above, it is clear that the use of internet as a

source is very important to support the students on learning activity and can help

the teacher to teach English. Different from the previous researchers, the writer is

interested to analyze internet online sources used by the teachers of ESP to know

the reason and its advantages and disadvantages in ESP writing class at Faculty of

Teacher Training and Education of University of Muhammadiyah Malang.

1.1. Statement of the problem

1. What are the internet online sources used by teachers at ESP writing class

in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of UMM?

2. What are advantages of internet online sources used by teachers at ESP

writing class in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of UMM?

3. What are disadvantages of internet online sources used by teachers at ESP

writing class in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of UMM?



6

1.2. Purpose of the study

1. To get information of internet online sources used by teachers at ESP

writing class in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of UMM.

2. To identify what are advantages of internet online sources used by teachers

at ESP writing class in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of

UMM.

3. To identify what are disadvantages of internet online sources used by

teachers at ESP writing class in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education

of UMM.

1.3. Significance of the study

The finding of the study is expected to give more information about

internet online sources used by teachers. Besides, the writer hopes that the finding

of this study will give some contributions to Language Center (LC) as institute of

Language Center in University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Especially to the

English teachers at ESP writing class, they will choose and use appropriate ways

to make their students more creative to write and interested in their writing class.

For the students of ESP writing in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of

UMM, this study can give them information of the important of internet as their

online source to complete their learning materials. In addition, the result of this

study can be used as a source of information for the next researchers to continue

or develop similar research.
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1.4. Scope and limitation

In this study the researcher focuses on the used internet online sources, the

advantages of using internet online sources and disadvantages used internet

online sources. The limitation is on the teaching ESP on composing sentence of

writing II class in English Department at Faculty of Teacher Training and

Education of University of Muhammadiyah Malang.

1.5. Definition of Key Term

To avoid misunderstanding and to make clearer terms used in this study,

some definitions of key terms used in this study are given below:

1. Internet online: “a computer based global information system direct

connection with continuously by computer to one or more other computers

or networks (Encarta, 2006). In this study, internet online as a source can

use to students get many in formations. Internet online usually showing

kinds of web page easier can use to access by students and teachers.

2. Source: a source as all of resources (data, human, and thing) that can to use

by students as a source self or combination to make easier study that are

massage, people, material, tool, technique and circles. (Association

educational communication technology, 2007).

3. ESP: English for Specific Purposes is a language teaching in which all

decisions as to content and method are based on the learners reason for

learning (Hutchinson & Waters, 1987:19).
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4. Writing: System of human visual communication using signs or symbols

associated by convention with units of language meanings or sounds and

recorded on materials such as paper, stone, or clay. In this study signs or

symbols are used to expressing an event, idea or opinion to the students by

writing.


