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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation of this research 

and also definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English as a second language has an important role in increasing the national 

development because it is not only as an internasional communication, but also a way 

to absorb science, and technology. There are many scientific and literary books 

written in English. Therefore, a good ability of English becomes very important 

especially for the Indonesian students who want to improve their knowledge. 

     One of the ways to improve English is by reading literature. According to 

Wellek (1985), literature is the expression of literary work that uses society as a 

source and an object in coming up within what happen in the social environment. It 

means that literature is the human thinking or expression to tells about life dealing 

with feeling, ideas, experience, ambition, imagination and problem that happen in 

their surrounding environment. Moreover, Griffith (1982:1) revealead that literature 

gives pleasure, it has a certain magic that transports us from the real world to a 

seemingly more remote and enjoyable place. Therefore, the readers can get 

enjoyment and pleasure through reading the literature. They may also get a certain 

impression of what they have read.  

     One of literary works that can impress the readers and give them some values 

about life is novel. Novel concerns with human beings and often provides valuable 
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messages for us through the given story. In reading a novel we will not only get 

enjoyment but also be brought into a vast, close, and fresh relation to life. It derives 

us closer to other human being of other nationalities cultures and races. So we 

become richer through our literary experiences. 

     In this study the writer chooses a novel entitled “Helen Keller” by George 

Sullivan and tries to focus on the suffering aspect of the main character that is Helen 

Keller. This novel is choosen because it is an interesting novel which shows about the 

reality life of woman who struggles to survive in her life. The story is about a little 

child named “Helen Keller”. When she was 2 years old, Helen suddenly became ill 

with a very high fever. She got a bad headche and stiff neck which caused her to 

become deaf and blind. Although she lived in a world of silence and darkness, Helen 

Keller became a college graduate.  

In the previous research, Dewi Sulistiana (2005) who studied about “An 

Analysis of Sara Crewe’s Suffering in Frances Hodgson Burnett’s Novel “A Little 

Princess ” found that there were six Sara Crewe’s moral suffering. Sadness of her 

father death, feeling lonely, being neglected, being hated by Miss Minchin, being 

scorned by everyone, and being hopeless. Then, there were three Sara Crewe’s 

physical sufferings in her life. The first, Sara was kept in the Attic. The second, Sara 

Crewe hunger and coldness. The last Sara Crewe and her clotes. Next, the way Sara 

Crewe’s solved her suffering was by being an errand girl and servant, and 

becomming a beggar. 

In this case, the writer would like to discuss Helen’s suffering in George 

Sullivan novel “Helen Keller”. It is interesting to be analyzed because this novel tells 
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about the great suffer such as the struggle to face this world and also to solve the 

people problem. 

The writer of this thesis would like to study Helen’s personality in “Helen 

Keller” especially about her suffering. It is interesting because her suffer was very 

strength and she tries to overcome this big problem by herself. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates some statement 

of the problem as follow: 

1. What are Helen’s sufferings which are found in George Sullivan’s novel 

“Helen Keller”? 

2. What are the causes of Helen’s sufferings which are found in George 

Sullivan’s novel “Helen Keller”? 

3. How does Helen solve her sufferings which are found in George Sullivan’s 

novel “Helen Keller”  ? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the problem above, the purpose of the study are: 

1. To know Helen’s suffering in George Sullivan’s novel “Helen Keller”  . 

2. To describe the causes of Helen’s suffering in George Sullivan’s novel “Helen 

Keller”  . 

3. To explain Helen’s solved her suffering in George Sullivan’s novel “Helen 

Keller”  . 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is expected to encourage the readers, especially the 

students of English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang to pay more 

attention to literature in order that literature teaching learning process will be better 

and running well. Furthemore, the writer intends to convince the readers that learning 

literature especially a novel, will give valuable lessons to solve the problem in daily 

life. Finally, it is expected that the result of this study can be used as a picture on how 

to face and how to solve about suffering.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Here, the writer of this thesis takes the scope on Gorge Sullivan’s novel and 

limits the study on Helen keller’s suffering. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In order to clarify and to avoid misunderstanding in this study, the writer 

gives the definition of key terrm that are used in this study. The terms are defined as 

follow: 

1. Analysis is a description about the element that has a purpose to comprehend 

the relationship between one element and others in supporting the meaning of 

literary works (Sudjiman, 1964 : 4). 

2. Helen  is one of the main character in George Sullivan’s novel “Helen Keller” 

3. Suffering is enduring or felling something unpleasant (Widagdho, 2001 : 81) 

4. Gorge Sullivan is the author of novel “Helen Keller” 

5. Novel is a book-length story in prose, whose author tries to create the sense 

that, while we read, we experience actual life (Kennedy, 1983 : 180) 

6. Helen Keller is the the title of novel which be studied by the writer 


