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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problem,

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of

key terms.

1. 1 Background of The Study

English is a foreign language in Indonesia. In learning English, students have

to learn four skills. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing. Besides,

students also learn English components: grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation.

Students often do some errors in learning English not only in speech but also in

written forms.

For the written language, students should understand one of the components

that is grammar. Although many students have learned English from elementary

school until university, the fact shows that grammar is still one of the big problems

for them. They often get difficulties in mastering it and they also make errors.

Errors in written language will be fatal if it happens in writing the thesis.

Sugiati (2004) focused her study on error analysis on sentence connectors of English

Department’s thesis of 2003. The result of her study shows that the highest frequency

of occurence of the error type is errors of omission (75%), followed by errors of
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misformation (20%), then errors of addition (5%). The result of this study shows that

students still get difficulties in understanding grammar.

Moreover, There are many aspects of grammar that students find difficulties,

one of them is subject-verb agreement. As found by Siti Mufarocha (2009) in her

thesis about analysis on the subject-verb agreement errors in writing paragraph made

by fourth semester students of English department at University of Muhammadiyah

Malang, most students made errors of basic subject-verb agreement. It can be seen

from the precentage of each type of subject-verb agreement errors. It was found that

the highest frequency of the errors was the basic subject-verb agreement error

(82.21%).

Based on the fact, the writer is interested in analyzing the errors of subject-

verb agreement in the writing skill made by fifth semester students of English

department UMM. This study will complete the previous research. In the previous

research, the writer did not mention the causes of such errors made by fourth semester

students of English department UMM. She just stated the types of subject-verb

agreement errors and the frequency of occurance of each type of subject-verb

agreement errors. Therefore, the result of this study is expected to be more complete,

so it can improve the student’s grammar ability and English grammar teaching .

1. 2 Statement of The Problem

Based on the background of the study, the problems of using subject-verb

agreement are formulated in the following questions:
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1. What types of subject-verb agreement error do the fifth semester students of

English Department UMM make in writing?

2. What are the causes of the errors made by the fifth semester students of English

Department UMM in writing?

1. 3 Purpose of The Study

Based on the statement of problems above, the writer formulates the purpose

of the study as follows:

1. To describe the error types of subject-verb agreement made by the fifth semester

students of English Department UMM.

2. To describe the causes of subject-verb agreement errors made by the fifth semester

students of English Department UMM.

1. 4 Significance of The Study

The result of this study is expected to be useful  for several groups of people:

1. The writer

After having analyzed this problem, the writer hopes that she will be more careful

of using subject-verb agreement and other components of grammar in writing skill.

2. Students

The writer expects that this study can be used as a reference for students to

improve their grammar ability, so that they can reduce grammatical errors.
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3. Teachers

The writer expects that this study can be used as an evaluation for grammar

teachers to improve their teaching method. So the students’ weakness in grammar

can be minimized. Besides, this study is also expected to be an input for writing

teachers to increase their attention to the students in writing good and correct

sentences.

4. Other researchers

This study can be a source and a comparative study for other researchers who are

interested in analyzing the same topic.

1. 5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this study is the analysis of subject-verb agreement errors in

writing skill and this study is limited to analyzing the types of subject-verb agreement

errors in writing skill and the causes of such errors made by the fifth semester

students of English Department UMM in the academic year of 2012-2013. This study

focuses only on the result of writing, disregarding some other factors like the

different lecturers with different teaching techniques.

1. 6 Definition of Key Terms

To avoid misunderstanding of the concepts in this study, the writer provides

the following definitions:
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1. Error

An error is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker. It

reflects to the competence of the learner (Brown, 2000).

2. Subject-verb agreement

Subject-verb agreement means that the subject of any sentence must match the

verb in number. For example, a singular subject (one person, place, or object)

should be paired with the singular form of a verb. A plural subject (more than

one person, place, or object) should be paired with the plural form of a verb

(Beason and Lester, 2003: 70).

3. Writing

Writing is the act or art of forming letters and characters on paper, wood, stone,

or other material, for the purpose of recording the ideas which characters and

words express, or of communicating them to others by visible signs.

(www.brainyquote.com)

4.    Writing Skill

Writing skill is an ability to write appropriately and effectively in our mother

tongues or in any other languages we may wish to learn, and this in spite of the

many years which are frequently devoted to the development of the skill.

(Tribble, 1996: 1)


