
1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

Autism is a behaviorally and dimensionally defined as developmental disorder 

of an immature brain that has a broad range of severity and many etiologies, with 

multiple human involved (Rapin and Dunn in Elsevier Brain and Development 

Journal (25), 2003:166-172). Autism impacts the normal development of the brain in 

the areas of social interaction, communication skills, and cognitive function. 

According to Wilkinson (2010) Autistic students have difficulties in some core 

develop areas: social skills, communication, activity, behavior, and interest with 

abnormalities.  

Social interaction is a communication among human beings to talk with. It is a 

common symptom to autism. Autistic students love to have communication with 

themselves such as babbling, screaming, whining, etc. They usually do not show their 

effort to have a good communication verbally or non-verbally; instead, they prefer to 

make very little eye contact. It makes some people have an uncomfortable 

conversation with them. Even though people on this planet prefer to talk about 

himself/herself which is human nature, the autistic students will usually do so even 

more. 

As the most diagnostic criteria of symptom, autistic students usually do not 

show their effort to have a good verbal or non-verbal communication. If verbal or 

non-verbal communication cannot build well, other complicated problems will occur 
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such as attention and emotion. Autistic students have their difficulty on attention. 

They usually get attention on things that can make them show their interest such as 

aquarium, road, and other specific things. Another problem shown by students with 

autism is emotion. Autistic students show their emotion by crying, screaming, hitting 

etc. They will be emotional persons if they think they cannot do anything freely. 

Every symptom has a therapy that can help autistic students to improve their 

communication. The therapy can be offered when they are at schools. A school can 

give some treatment and knowledge. The therapist will give a different learning 

system in  basic subjects for every autistic student. One of the subjects is vocabulary 

building. Vocabulary building is a need for every single person to recognize words, 

especially autistic students who need big attention than others. 

In this research, the researcher wants to conduct a study on teaching 

vocabulary for autistic students hoping that it may improve and become the student’s 

new ability. The researcher takes vocabulary building to be studied for increasing 

student’s knowledge of language because everyone had better know and understand 

about words of Bahasa Indonesia and how to arrange a statement even for people who 

need some special attention like autism. In teaching vocabulary, the most strongly 

recommended approach for teaching autistic students is to use visual aid. 

Pictographic and written cues can often help students to learn, communicate, and 

develop self-control (Garside (ed) British Columbia, 2000:27). 

 A study conducted by Yuli Novaria (2007) entitled “The Teaching Media 

Used by The Teachers for Verbal Intermediate Autism Students in ‘Labolatorium 

Sekolah Autis’ State University of Malang” reveals that autistic students need visual 
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media to help them in learning process. According to the previous research, there was 

no explanation about the process and the difficulties of using media faced by the 

teachers. On the other hand the reachercher wants to explain the process of using one 

kind of the media, flash cards, which are used by the teacher at SDLB Bagian Autis 

Dr. Idayu 2 Kabupaten Malang and the difficulties faced by the teacher in teaching 

and using the medium to autistic students. 

In this research, the researcher will do a study on student’s mastery in Bahasa 

Indonesia to improve the language ability of the autistic students. The researcher uses 

Bahasa Indonesia’s mastery because Bahasa Indonesia is the second language of the 

autistic students in that school. The first language of the autistic students in that 

school is their local language; Javanese. Therefore, the researcher conducted a 

research and wrote it in a thesis entitled “A Study on Teaching Vocabulary  to the 

Second Language Using the Medium of Flash Cards for Autistic Students in SDLB 

Bagian Autis Dr. Idayu 2 Kabupaten Malang”. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

1. How are the process of using the medium of flash cards for autistic students’ 

vocabulary mastery in SDLB Bagian Autis Dr. Idayu 2 Kabupaten Malang? 

2. What are the teachers’ difficulties in teaching vocabulary to autistic students 

in SDLB Bagian Autis Dr. Idayu 2 Kabupaten Malang? 
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1.3 Purpose of Study 

1. To know the process of using the medium of flash cards for autistic students’ 

vocabulary mastery in SDLB Bagian Autis Dr. Idayu 2 Kabupaten Malang. 

2. To describe the teachers’ difficulties in teaching vocabulary to autistic 

students in SDLB Bagian Autis Dr. Idayu 2 Kabupaten Malang. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

After doing a research about the vocabulary mastery of Bahasa Indonesia of 

the autistic students using the medium of flash cards, the researcher hopes that the 

readers can take some of its good points, that: 

1. the result of this research will be useful to enrich the readers’ general 

knowledge about autistic students. 

2. the study will give specific information and deeper understanding about 

the medium of flash cards for autistic students. 

3. the study can give information to the teachers or those interested in 

analyzing the vocabulary mastery of Bahasa Indonesia of the autistic 

students. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of Study 

The scope of the study is the teaching of vocabulary of Bahasa Indonesia to 

autistic students using the medium of flash cards in SDLB Bagian Autis Dr. Idayu 2 

Kabupaten Malang. This study is limited to the discussion of the process of teaching 
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vocabulary of Bahasa Indonesia using the medium of flash cards to the autistic 

students and the teacher’s difficulties in teaching vocabulary. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Teaching : Giving individual guidance and training to the learner (World 

Book Inc., 2007:2152) 

Vocabulary : Total number of words which (with rules for combining them) 

make up a language (Cowie and Gimson, 1987:959). 

Second Language : A language which is not a mother tongue but which is used for 

certain communication function in a society (Tomlinson, 2003: 

xii) 

Flash cards : Small cards contain of pictures, texts, or symbols which guide 

students to reach the exact meaning of the pictures (Arshad, 

2011:119). 

Autism :  A life-long development disability that prevents people from 

understanding what they see, hear, and otherwise sense (Garside 

(ed) British Columbia, 2000:3). 

 

 

 


