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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, the statements of the study, the 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and the 

definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Nowadays, English becomes the most important language in Indonesia and it 

becomes the compulsory foreign language subject in school. Besides, English is a 

very important subject to enroll senior high school and universities. It is also a 

selection criterion for higher studies and job vacancies. (Khadijah, 2008) 

          In addition, Kachru (1990: ) stated that competence in English and the use of it 

signify a transmutation: an added potential for material and social gain and 

advantage. English is considered a symbol of modernization, a key to expanded 

functional roles, and an extra arm for success and mobility in culturally and 

linguistically complex and pluralistic society. Therefore, teaching and studying 

English is very important. 

Richard (2008:19) stated that the mastery of speaking skills in English is a 

priority for many second-language or foreign-language learners. 

Gurray (1970) stated that in teaching a foreign language including English, 

there are four abilities to train; listening, reading, speaking, and writing. He also said 

that spoken language is the real language. Therefore, learners should begin to learn to 
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speak a new language before they try to read or write it.  

However, Budiharso (in Khadijah, 2008) stated that graduates of Senior High 

School only mastered 1000 vocabularies and they cannot use English either oral or 

written communication. Therefore, in this case English teachers have a big 

responsibility and role because as stated by Richard (2001) teachers are key factor in 

the successful implementation of curriculum changes. 

 In addition, the teacher is a resource person who provides language input for 

learner to work on (Richard, 1996:34). Then, the teacher must work hard to succeed 

the English teaching in the school and to make the students master the language itself 

especially for communicative purposes. 

For those reasons, the teacher, of course, must have the appropriate teaching 

technique so that the goal can be achieved successfully and the problems in teaching 

learning activities can be handled. The use of teaching technique can make students 

more enthusiastic when the teacher teaches. (Khadijah, 2008). It is also found that 

technique does not only have a function to save time, energy, and to avoid students 

from misunderstanding, but also helps students gasp the meaning easily and quickly ( 

Mangayu,  in Khadijah , 2008). 

Stadham, Richardson, and A. Cook (1991) stated about the difference between 

males and females in teaching. In their research they found that women professors 

more likely than the men to use teaching strategies that enhance their relationships 

with students, males tend to be oriented more technically toward their teaching and 

females more interpersonally. This difference can be seen in several ways. First, 

females focus on the content and on the student while males discuss their dedication 
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in terms of strategies and methods on teaching. Second, males talk to colleagues 

about those methods whereas females tend to talk about their feeling concerning 

particular class or students. Third, male teachers feel bad when a technique flops and 

change by devising a new method. On the other hand, females feel very bad and 

depressed when their classes go poorly; rectification comes from obtaining input and 

evaluation. 

In addition, Richard (1996:31) stated that some teachers have a personal 

preference for a particular teaching pattern, arrangement, or activity because it 

matches their personality. For example, a teacher loves to do a lot of drama in 

conversation or his speaking class because he is an outstanding person and it suits the 

way he teach. 

A study by Lacey, Saleh, and Gorman (1998) also examined teaching styles 

at one institution through measures of inclusion and sensitivity preferences. They 

found that the styles of male and female teacher differed. 

Besides, in a recent study, Starbuck (2003) examined gender differences in 

teaching techniques. Starbuck measured 22 different teaching activities, ranging from 

class discussion and group projects to simulations and role plays. She found that three 

of the activities were significantly different by gender: small group discussion, 

lecture, and the use of power-point slides.  

Results from the Faculty Survey of Student Engagement (FSSE) also suggest 

ways in which men and women teach differently. Women faculty members 

emphasize higher order thinking skills, active and collaborative learning, and 

diversity experiences more than men. 
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          It was also shown in a previous research conducted by Siti Khadijah(2008) 

about the differences of teaching technique employed by male and female teachers in 

SMA Negeri 1 Nganjuk which was focused on reading teaching technique. She found 

that there were differences on male and female teachers teaching techniques such as 

the techniques used by male teacher were the description/explanation, role play, and 

discovery while female teacher used description/explanation, group discussion, the 

discovery and return technique. 

In addition, understanding how and why men and women teach differently is 

important as stated by Laird, “Understanding how and why men and women teach 

differently is critical to assisting faculty in their efforts to improve their teaching” 

(Laird, 2007) 

With these regards, the researcher thinks that it is worth to conduct a study to 

investigate the technique of teaching speaking employed by male and female 

teachers. This study is intended to describe the speaking teaching techniques 

employed by male and female teachers in MA Al-Amien 1 Pragaan because it is a 

bilingual school and has English activities as extracurricular such us English Speech, 

drama, etc.  This study is not intended to make a gap or comparison among the male 

and female teachers especially in teaching technique; it is merely to show the variety 

of teaching technique in a particular school with the expectation that it can provide 

information to teachers. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

1.  What are speaking teaching techniques employed by male English teacher at MA 

Al-Amien 1 Pragaan? 

2. What are speaking teaching techniques employed by female English teacher at MA 

Al-Amien 1 Pragaan? 

3. How are the techniques applied by the teachers in teaching speaking at MA Al-

Amien 1 Pragaan? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

1.  To know speaking teaching techniques employed by male English teacher at MA 

Al-Amien 1 Prenduan I Pragaan 

2.  To know speaking teaching techniques employed by female English teacher at Al-

Amien 1 Pragaan 

3. To know how the techniques applied by the teachers in teaching speaking at MA 

Al-Amien 1 Pragaan. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

Theoretically, the result of this study is expected to give inputs and 

contributions to the English teachers in implementing the techniques in teaching 

speaking.  

Practically, the English teachers at MA Al-Amien 1 Pragaan can use the finding 

of this study as the feedback and information to improve their teaching-learning 

process, and determine the technique that can be developed to improve the students’ 
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ability in English speaking. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused on the teachers’ speaking teaching technique. 

In this case, the writer wants to investigate the speaking teaching technique employed 

by male and female teachers. Meanwhile, this study is limited to the teachers of MA 

Al-Amien 1Pragaan.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher defines the key term as follows: 

1. Speaking:  an activity of expressing thought, ideas, and feelings by using 

audible symbols or visible body actions (Brown in Krisdian , 2008). In this 

study, speaking is an oral skill to express thought, ideas and feelings in 

English. It is a part of English teaching and learning. 

2. Technique: any of a wide variety of exercise, activities, or task, used in the 

language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown, 2001:16). In this 

study, technique is the exercise, activity or task used by teachers in teaching 

speaking. The researcher will investigate the technique used by teachers in 

teaching speaking. 

3. Teaching speaking: to teach learners to produce the English speech sound and 

patterns, to select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper 

social setting, audience, situation and subject matter, to organize their thought 

in a meaningful and logical sequence, to use language as means of expressing 
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values and judgment, and to use the language quickly and confidently with 

few unnatural pauses which is called as fluency. (Nunan :2003).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


