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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key terms. Each section is presented as follows.   

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

As an international language, English has an important role in the world of 

knowledge which is used for communication. It is important for every people to 

learn English because it can make people communicate with other people in the 

world. Besides, it can use for other purposes. For example, it is used for 

transferring science, knowledge, technology, and information in the world. 

 To the present time, English is used as the most dominant language by 

most people in the world. Many countries use English as a main subject of foreign 

language in their educational curriculum. One of them is our country, in Indonesia 

English is taught in school starting from kindergarten to university. Sugiharto (in 

Prasetyawan, 2007) reports that Indonesian children must be equipped with basic 

English skills in order to have confidence in international interaction. The children 

not only learn their lingua franca but also learn English for knowledge which is 

useful for them in the future. Indeed, English for young learner has become 

priority for children.                

Introducing English to young learners in the pre-school such Kindergarten 

or even play group is very common nowadays. Teaching English in the pre-school 

will have some advantages because young learners tend to learn a language easily. 
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According to Brown (2000:8) childhood is the best period for acquiring native or 

near native pronunciation because children speech muscles are still flexible, so it 

is easy for them to learn the sound system of the foreign language. We know that 

young learners can learn language fast. So, it is good if English is given from the 

earlier ages because young learners in the earlier ages are not difficult to learn 

something especially language. Besides, giving English earlier to children will 

make them having background knowledge of English it is also hoped that they are 

equipped with English as early as possible. Because when we give “something 

new” to the children earlier, it will give a better result for them in acquiring and 

understanding it. According to Kasbollah (2001), the main objective of English 

lesson in this early stage of education is to let the students know that beside native 

and national languages, they can master a foreign language.      

In teaching English to young learners, teacher must be creative to make the 

students interested in learning English that enables students to acquire English 

better. In order to make students learning English better, teacher need to use the 

media to motivate and arouse the students’ interest in learning English. It will help 

teacher manage and control the class during the teaching learning process. 

According to Sadiman, et.al (2010:17), media gives a good impact to young 

learners; it can make the message of the materials delivered clearly, it can make 

the learners active in teaching learning process including motivating the learners 

and letting them study by themselves based on their interest and ability. By using 

media the students can be more easily catch the lesson and also can be active in 

joining the class. Besides, media also change the situation of class to be more 

enjoyable, decrease boredom, which is sometimes felt by some students in joining 
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the lesson. Nasution (in Sabilah, 2001:30) stated that media has very important 

role in increasing the children’s interest to follow and pay attention to the lesson, 

because by using media, the students do not only listen to what is said and taught 

by the teacher, but also can see, notice and feel it directly. It can increase students’ 

spirit to study and at the same time avoid the feeling of boredom.    

Based on the previous research conducted by Hapsari (2008) at SD Negeri 

Temas 1and 2 Batu, it way that the teacher had to used teaching media to guide 

the students in order to give experience for real concept. Therefore, the students 

will not think something in abstract way. The success of teaching and learning by 

using media is shown by the responses of the students. If the responses of the 

students indicate that they enjoy the class, it means that the media is suitable with 

the students’ needs. It is successful when the learners are able to answer the 

question. However, the learners will not focus and will not get sufficient 

motivation or support to study if the media is not suitable with the learners’ needs 

and characteristic, unattractive and uninteresting. From the previous research by 

Suswati (2008), it was found that the media used by the teacher of Kindergarten 

Al-Kaustar Plus Malang were mostly visual media: they were, pictures, posters, 

flashcards, puppets, dolls, book, blackboard, and real things. Sometimes, she used 

audio media: they were tape recorder, and cassette just for variation. In addition, 

the students showed the positive responses toward the media. They paid good 

attention when the teacher used media, touched the media, asked question or gave 

comments about the media. In general, they also replied when the teacher made a 

statement, gave answers when teacher asked questions, and did what teacher 

asked them to do.            
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Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting a 

study in order to find out the information about the media used by the teacher in 

teaching English for young learners at TK Anak Saleh Malang. This Kindergarten 

was chosen because it has an English teacher with English educational 

background, and provided the media for the teacher to develop her or his teaching 

in class.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems         

Based on the background of study, the writer formulates the problems as 

follows: 

1. What are the media used by the teacher in teaching English for young learners 

at TK Anak Saleh Malang?  

2. How does the teacher use the media in teaching English for young learners at 

TK Anak Saleh Malang? 

3. What are the students’ responses toward the media used by the teacher in 

teaching English for young learners at TK Anak Saleh Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

The purposes of study are stated as follows: 

1. To know the media used by the teacher in teaching English for young learners 

at TK Anak Saleh Malang. 

2. To know how the teacher uses the media in teaching English for young learners 

at TK Anak Saleh Malang. 

3. To know the students’ responses toward the media used by the teacher in 

teaching English for young learners at TK Anak Saleh Malang.  
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1.4 Significance of the Study  

The result of this study is expected may give contribution for the English 

teacher of kindergarten who wants to use the media in teaching English for young 

learners in order to increasing the function of media in teaching and learning 

process, so that the students will have better achievement. It is also expected to be 

used as a source of information for further researchers to continue or develop 

similar research.  

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

The writer focuses the scope of this study on the media used by the teacher 

in teaching English for young learners at TK Anak Saleh in Malang. This study is 

limited on the English teacher and the students of B1 class at TK Anak Saleh 

Malang.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The definition of key terms in this study is aimed to avoid mistakes and 

misunderstanding of the contents of the study, they are:  

1. Media is everything that can be used for transferring and delivering messages 

from sources to create conducive situation and condition which help learners to 

do teaching learning process effectively and efficiently (Munadi, 2010:8). 

2. Young Learners are children from the first year of formal schooling (five or six 

years old to eleven or twelve years old) Philips (2001:3). 

3. Response is something said or done in answer; reply or reaction. Agnes (in 

Suswati,2008).  


