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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 Chapter I of this research presents such topic as background of the study, 

statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation and definition of the key terms.  

1.1 Background of the Study 

 People have been quite familiar with works of art in their daily life.They can 

be paintings, architecture, music or literature. Literature  usually tells a story by using 

beautiful language and it expresses in words of human experiences such as the 

realities of human situation, problem, feeling and relationship.  In addition, 

Koesnosoebroto (1988: 1) states, “Literature is a kind of extension and application of 

certain properties of language. It has relationship with language. On the basis of the 

very fact that literary work is a verbal work of art”. In general, literature includes 

poetry, novel, prose, drama and film.  

 In this study, the researcher is interested to use film as object of the research. 

Klarer says, “Film is recorded and preserved rather than individually staged in the 

unique and unrepeatable manner of a theater  performance” (2004: 54).In other 

words, film always remains the same time in its thousands of identical copies so that 

it can be repeatedly viewed as often as possible. By watching film, one may acquire a 

great deal of knowledge and experience. Besides, film is also give people a lot of 

information about the tradition or culture, kinds of food and variation of languages 

which are used by people in the world. 
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 As human being, people use language to communicate each others. They use 

language to express their idea or feelings in their daily activities. Trudgill (1983) 

stated that language is an important feature of human life for establishing and 

maintaining relationship with other people. Therefore, people absorb the function of 

language as a part of human being because language is a wonderfully rich vehicle for 

communication around the world. In other words, language is closely related with 

people’s society.  

 In addition, there are various aspects of the possible relationship between 

language and society. It will be a significant part of sociolinguistic work. According 

to Chaika, “Sociolonguistic is the study of the ways people use language in social 

interaction” (1982:2). It can also be said that sociolinguistic concern with the 

relationship between language and society with the goal of a better understanding of 

how languages function in communication. 

 Furthermore, the function of language itself is to communicate with others, 

primarily through both oral and written communication.In addition, people use 

language in different style. Obviously, there are no people who speak or write their 

ideaexactly in the same way. In expressing an idea in the form of spoken or written 

language, people use their own style. They used the variation of  languagesin every 

different situation with the purpose of getting the greatest attention from the listener 

or reader.  

Moreover, the variation of  languages are forms of language which follow the 

general pattern of the original language (Aslinda and Syafyahya; Poedjosoedarmo; 

Suwito, 2010). In addition, Alwasilah (in Aslinda and Syafyahya) stated that a single 



 
 

3 
 

language can be used for some forms of languages such as idolect, dialect, 

sociolect,register and style (2010). In communication, people cannot avoid the style 

because it is an integralpart of society. 

In this study, the researcher is attracted to investigate the language especially 

the language style because it is important to know other languages and its style to 

avoidgetting misunderstanding among the society. Chaika stated that language style is 

a form of communication system, people can use language in different style whether 

formally or informally style. Besides, language style is the way of people use the 

language in communication whether written or spoken language (1982). In other 

words, people can speak or interact each others by using different style of language. 

They are able to use it whenever and wherever they want. 

In addition, Yule stated that there are kinds of style of speech. They can be 

called very formal and very informal style (1996). For instance, people have to use 

formal style if they are going for a job interview, colloquium, discussions or 

meetings, etc. On the other hand, people use informal style if they want to speak with 

their friends or peers. In conclusion, people use different language in different style. 

Furthermore, they can freely use their language styles to express their feelings based 

on the contexts or the situations. 

 In this study, the researcher focuses on the language style found in “The 

Princess Diaries” film. The study of language style has been done by several 

researchers. One of them is Nadia (2011) who analyzed language style used by the 

main characters of “The Sisterhood of the Travelling Pants 2” movie. The result of 

her study showed that there was informal style (casual style) used by the main 
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characters in the dialogue in “The Sisterhood of the Travelling Pants 2” movie. In her 

study, the language style that mostly used was shorter form from longer sentence. 

In addition, Chusnatayaini (2010) also found language style in “The 

Namesake” film. She found that language style has correlation with the culture and 

she analyzed language style used by the main characters in “The Namesake” film. 

The result of her study showed that the main actors in “The Namesake” film used 

formal style, informal style and colloquial style in delivering their ideas. The style 

they used depends on the situation and people they talked to.  

 Based on the argument above, the researcher is interested in“The Princess 

Diaries” film because of two reasons. First, “The Princess Diaries” film includes one 

of favorite films in box office. So, many people familiar with this film. Second, this  

film has some language styles used by Mia Thermopolis as the main character which 

is attracted to be investigated. This study emphasizes on the language styles, 

particularly in spoken forms which are taken in the script of “The Princess Diaries” 

film. Therefore, the researcher wants to conduct the researchentitled “An Analysis of 

Language Style used by Mia Thermopolis in Meg Cabot’s Film“The Princess 

Diaries” as study. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study above, the researcher is interested in 

investigating problems related to Mia Thermopolis as the main character, they are: 

1. What are the language styles used by Mia Thermopolis in Meg Cabot’s film 

“The Princess Diaries”? 
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2. What is the most dominant language style used by Mia Thermopolis in Meg 

Cabot’s film “The Princess  Diaries”? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

1. To find out the language styles used by Mia Thermopolis in Meg Cabot’s film 

“The Princess Diaries”. 

2. To know the most dominant language style used by Mia Thermopolis in Meg 

Cabot’s film “The Princess Diaries”. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 To understand one culture, people have to know the aspects of that culture are. 

One is by understanding its language. The findings of this study are supposed to give 

theoretically contribution to give more knowledge about the language style in daily 

conversation, not only for the students of English Department but also for the readers 

who want to recognize and concern with the language style used by Mia Thermopolis 

as the main characterof  “The Princess Diaries” film.     

 Besides, this study will give benefit and will be expected to help people who 

want to apply the language styles well . While,  making conversation with the other 

people. Moreover, it is also expected that this study would be useful for the next 

researcher who is interested in doing similar research and for those who have a great 

attention tothe language style. 

1.5  Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this research is focused on the language styles which are used by 

Mia Thermopolis talked to her grandmother in Meg Cabot’s film “The Princess 
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Diaries”. However, it is limited on the kinds of language style and the most dominant 

language style used by Mia Thermopolis.  

1.6   Definition of  Key Terms 

 The purposes of giving the definition of the key terms are to avoid 

misunderstanding on the terms that exist in this research. The terms which necesarry 

to be defined are as follows: 

1. Language Style is a form of communication system in its own right or the way 

people use language in different style whether formally or informally style 

(Chaika, 1982: 29). 

2. Film is recorded and preserved rather than individually staged in the unique and 

unrepeatable manner of a theater  performance (Klarer, 2004: 54).  

3. Mia Thermopolis is the main character in “The Princess Diaries” film. 

4. Meg Cabot is the writer in “The Princess Diaries” film. 

5. The Princess Diaries is the title of filmin this research which is written by Meg 

Cabot. 


