
1

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problem,

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of

key term. Each section is presented as follows:

1.1 Background of the Study

Entering the global era, the use of English as the major means of international

communication grows rapidly. Although English is not an official language in most

countries, it is currently the language that is most often taught as a second or foreign

language around the world. English is also the most commonly used language in the

sciences. In addition, books, magazines and newspapers written in English are

available in many countries around the world. It is the reason why the students in

Indonesia have to learn and master English.

In order to increase Indonesian students’ mastery of English, in the practice of

the teaching students are taught language system (structure and vocabulary) and

language skills. There are four language skills that have to be learned by the students

especially in junior and senior high school. They are speaking, listening, reading and

writing. In fact, on the observation and experience of the researcher, most students

may speak in English well but they are not able to write it well.

There are some kinds of writing form. According to Burks and Wishon

(1980), the form of writing used to tell or relate is called narration, used to describe is

called description, used to explain or interpret is called exposition (or explanation),
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and used to persuade or argue is called argumentation. The type of writing form that

is used by first year of senior high school students is description.

Description reproduces the way things look, smell, taste, feel, or sound; it may

also evoke moods, such as happiness, loneliness, or fear (Wishon, Burks:1980).

Description is used to describe person, place, even of units of time, such as days,

times of day, or season. There are some language features in description. One of them

is simple present. Simple present tense is a tense that is used in general truth. This

tense is commonly used in writing descriptive text especially describing person. This

tense is taught in the first year of junior and senior high school as a basic tense.

From the explanation above, the researcher wants to analyze students’ errors

in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text at senior high school exactly

in SMK PGRI Wlingi. The researcher also wants to know the type of errors that most

of the students made.

1.2 Problem of the Study

The problem of the study is formulated as follow:

1. What are errors made by students of SMK PGRI Wlingi in using simple

present tense in writing descriptive text?

2. How is the frequency of occurrence of the errors made by students of SMK

PGRI Wlingi in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text?

1.3 Purpose of the Study

Related to what has been discussed above, the purpose of the study is to answer

problem of the study. It is:
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1. To know what errors are made by students of SMK PGRI Wlingi in using

simple present tense in writing descriptive text.

2. To know how the frequency of occurrence of the errors made by students of

SMK PGRI Wlingi in using simple present tense in writing descriptive text.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The result of this study is expected to be useful for the following contribution:

1. For English teacher, this study will give them information about the students’

error in composing descriptive paragraph and the types of error made by the

students.

2. For the students, this study will give them understanding about simple present

tense and descriptive text and give them information about the types of error.

3. For the new researcher, this study will give helpful guidance to conduct a

similar research dealing with student’s error in writing.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this study is focused on the analyzing students’ error in using

simple present tense in writing descriptive text. The limitation of this study is on the

first year students of SMK PGRI Wlingi.

1.6 Definition of Key Term

To avoid misinterpretation, the key terms used in the study are defined as follow:

a. Error: The condition of having incorrect or false knowledge (The Free Dictionary:

2009). It means that error is a deviation that is made by the learners

because they do not understand the knowledge rule yet.
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b. Present Tense: The form of language used to refer to an event, transaction, or

occurrence which is happening now (or at the present time), or an object

that currently exists (Allwords.com: 2012). This tense is also used for

habitual or repeated actions and general truth or things in general or facts.

For example: The sun rises in the East.

c. Writing: Writing is a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform thought

into words, to sharp main ideas and to give structure and coherent

organization into writing (Brown: 2000).

d. Descriptive text: the form of writing that used to describe person, place, even of

units of time, such as days, times of day, or season (Wishon, Burks: 1980).


