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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 
This chapter presents the background of the study, the statement of the 

problems, the purposes of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and the 

limitation, and the definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 The Background of the Study 

Literature is human’s expression. People usually have many ways of 

expressing their feeling, experience, thought, imagination and idea. When people read 

literature, people acquire a pleasure and it will not make people satisfied because they 

are curios to the story which is entertaining. Midega (2011: 1) states:  

Literature shares with film because it has the ability to employ the 
structures and devices of narrative. The sequence of images on screen 
tells a story like the sequence of words on page in the novel. Films, just 
like in literature, i) present, ii) action, and iii) images words replicating 
life. 

 

The statement above shows that literature shares with film because both of 

them use narration. The sequences of images in film which are depicted on screen are 

same as the narration which tells the story printed on page in the novel. Film also 

represents the reflection of human life. Therefore, it can be concluded that film is one 

of media to teach social, culture, moral, or behavior including racism. 
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Film makers may also get inspirations from short story or novel to be filmed. 

The audiences are easier to enjoy film than reading novel or short story because it 

spends less time to see the description through its depictions. As Klarer (2006) states, 

“Film is means of photographic depiction far surpass the means of realistic portrayal 

in the theater.” It shows that through its depiction, film is different from other written 

literary work. 

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that film is part of 

literature because its presentation reflects human life. The themes of film can also be 

various such as: racism, a problem which often arises in the social life. It is related to 

discriminative attitude toward certain people based on race.  

As Barker in Zastrow and Ashman (2001: 205) states: 

Racism is stereotyping and generalizing about people, usually 
negatively, because of their race; commonly a basis of discrimination 
against members of racial minority groups. Most racist ideologists assert 
that members of other racial groups are inferior. 
 

Racism is giving discriminative attitude and unequal treatment toward certain 

people by considering their race. Based on the theory stated above, racism means 

generalizing people which is usually negative because of their race. It may make 

certain race feel considered superior or inferior because of the discrimination and 

unequal treatment. The inferior group tends to get unequal treatment because they are 

considered as minority. Barker in Zastrow and Ashman (2001) explains that minority 

is a group of people who are distinct racial, religious, ethnic, or political identity that 

is smaller or less powerful than the community’s controlling group. Thus, the unequal 
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treatment is a social action which may affect social conflict. Racism is one of facts 

occurring in human social life. It has been inspiring the Film makers to depict into a 

good Film. Therefore, study on racism is necessary to conduct. 

The writer chose Crash film to be analyzed because this film contains racism 

problems among the characters. Moreover, racism problem in this film not only 

occurs between white and black people, but also between other races such as: Chinese 

and Arabian. It means the conflicts occur in this film are among multi races.  Crash is 

a film that tells about many characters who come from various races, such as: 

Chinese, Arabian, Mexican, Caucasian, White American, Black American. They deal 

with the tense race relations. Among the characters, there are the Caucasian lawyer 

who uses race as a political card. His Caucasian wife has recently been carjacked by 

two black men. She believes that her stereotypical views of non-whites is justified 

and cannot be considered racism. The two black carjackers use their race as an 

advantage and as an excuse. They steal Caucasian’ car because they have a view that 

Caucasians, of course, underestimate them as black race. While a Negro film director 

is very angry to white policemen because her wife has been treated impolite by a 

white police. That incident happens because white police hates black men very much. 

This makes Crash film is interesting to be analyzed. 

Racism is expected to give the explanation about the social phenomena which 

is a social action causing conflicts in the society. Therefore, the writer is interested in 

conducting this study entitles An Analysis of Racism in Paul Haggis’ "Crash" Film to 
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describe the phenomena about the attitudes toward certain people based on certain 

race.  

 

1.2 The Statement of the Problems 

1. How is racism described in Paul Haggis’ Crash film? 

2. What are the conflicts resulted by racism which appear in Paul Haggis’ Crash 

film? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

1. To describe racism in Paul Haggis’ Crash film. 

2. To know the conflicts resulted by racism which appear in Paul Haggis’ Crash 

film? 

 

1.4 The Significance of the Study 

The result of this study has significance for the following people: 

1. For the English Department Students 

The students can take the lesson about racism which can bear the conflict 

between human and enable them to underestimate other race outside their own 

race. Furthermore, it is expected to encourage students to study more about film 

which is a reflection of society and behavior.  
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2. For the Lecturers 

The lecturers can use this study as reference when they teach social and 

culture, especially about racism or film.  

3. For Other Researchers 

It is hoped that this study can be an inspiration for them who are interested in 

analyzing films.  

 

1.5 The Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused on racism. Racism studied here is limited 

on racism which is exposed in the Paul Haggis’s Crash film through the dialogue, 

action, or situation. 

 

1.6 The Definition of the Key Terms 

Racism is stereotyping and generalizing about people because of their race; 

commonly a basis of discrimination against members of racial minority 

groups (Barker, in Zastrow and Ashman, 2001: 205).  

Crash is a 2004 American drama film co-written, produced, and directed by Paul 

Haggis. The film is about racial and social tensions in Los Angeles, 

California. 

 


