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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is an international language, meaning that it is used for 

communication among people in the world. Therefore, learning English is very 

important, because it is easier to have international relation with all nations in the 

world. However, learning and understanding English are not easy as learning and 

understanding our own language because English is purely a foreign language for us. 

According to Brown (2001: 232), the four skills, listening, speaking, reading and 

writing have been identified as paramount importance in teaching English. It may due 

to the fact that these four skills need to be mastered by learners in order to be able to 

communicate in English well. 

Vocabulary is one of language components to support learners mastering the 

four skills mentioned above. Vocabulary is an important element needed by the 

learners in studying the foreign language to communicate in the target language. 

Learners will be able to master English either actively or passively if they have many 

vocabularies in their mind. Therefore, vocabulary mastery has important role in 
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learning English. The more the learners build it, the more easily they will learn. 

Therefore, the teachers should have capable to choose appropriate techniques in order 

to help the students master vocabulary. They must make great effort to create a 

favorable learning situation or to encourage the students in learning, so that the goal 

of teaching English can be achieved. 

Related to teaching of vocabulary technique, a study was conducted by 

Faridah (2006) entitled The Teaching Techniques Used by the English Instructor in 

Teaching English Vocabulary in BLK-LN PT Asri Cipta Tenaga Karya Singosari. 

She focused on the techniques used and what are the problems commonly faced by 

the English instructor in applying the techniques. The result of the research showed 

that the teaching techniques used were visual, mime and gesture, contrast and 

opposite, example of the type, translation, asking others, pronouncing the word, 

memorization, simple conversation, songs, games, and hearing the word. In applying 

the teaching techniques the instructor had the problems dealing with the use of media 

and pronunciation. 

Besides, Haryani’s research (2010) entitled A Study on the Techniques of 

Teaching English Vocabulary for Second Year Students in SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Malang showed that the techniques applied by the teacher in teaching English 

vocabulary were communicative, role play, games, question-answer, display, 

brainstorming, and report. Meanwhile the students’ responses were very good and 

very enthusiastic to make the students interested in learning English vocabulary. 
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Based on the previous studies, it can be known that they only focused on the 

techniques used by the teachers and the students’ response. Realizing the importance 

of vocabulary mastery, the writer thinks that it is important to conduct a study on 

teacher’s technique and application the dominant for teaching English vocabulary. In 

this study, the writer wants to focus on the techniques for vocabulary teaching and the 

treatment on students given by the teachers in vocabulary teaching. 

The writer is interested in studying the technique of teaching English 

vocabulary at SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang because this school is located in 

countryside and the time allocation for learning English is less. Besides, the students 

have just got English subject in this SMPN 1 because most of them did not get 

English subject in their SD (elementary school). Thus, there is great assumption that 

most of the students are still poor in their vocabulary. Because of that condition, the 

study about the techniques used to teach vocabulary and the applications of the 

techniques on the students needs to conduct.    

  

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems of the study are 

stated as follows: 

1. What are the techniques used by the teacher in teaching English vocabulary at 

SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang? 

2. What are the dominant techniques used by the teacher in teaching English 

vocabulary at SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang? 
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3. How does the teacher applies the dominant techniques in the class at SMPN 1 

Randuagung Lumajang? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Derived from formulated questions above, the specific purposes are as 

follows: 

1. To know the teaching techniques used by the teacher in teaching English 

vocabulary at SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang. 

2. To know the dominant techniques are used by the teacher in teaching English 

vocabulary at SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang 

3. To know the way the teacher applies the dominant techniques in the class at 

SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study has theoretical and practical significance. Theoretically, this study 

can give valuable input for teachers in teaching English vocabulary. Practically, the 

writer hopes this study gives feedback to the teacher especially at SMPN 1 

Randuagung Lumajang. It is also hoped that this study will give information to the 

other teachers of English. So the teachers will try to improve their implementation in 

using techniques and treatments on their students.  
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the techniques of teaching English vocabulary used 

by teachers and the dominant techniques used by teachers at SMPN 1 Randuagung 

Lumajang. The subject of this study is limited on the English teacher for the first year 

students at SMPN 1 Randuagung Lumajang. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

The purpose of definition of the key terms is to make it clear and to avoid 

misunderstanding on the concept that is used in this study. The writer would like to 

present the definition of the key terms as follows: 

- Technique is any of wide variety of exercises, activities, or tasks, used in the 

language classroom realizing lesson objectives. The manifestation in the 

classroom should be consistent with a method and therefore in harmony with 

an approach as well (Brown, 2001). 

- Vocabulary Teaching is teaching lexical forms in contextualized and 

meaningful language (Brown, 2001). 

 


