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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer presents some topics dealing with introduction of 

the study. The topics include the background of the study, the statement of 

problems, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and 

limitation, and the definitions of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Literature is the art of written works. Literature is commonly used to 

express people’s experience, creativity, ideas, and feeling. That is why literatures 

are beautiful, because they are the product of human’s thinking about something 

poured in a written form with a beautiful language. Literary works such as drama 

or play, novel, and poem expose the human life (Hartiningsih, 2001). Literary 

works help us to know the other world of human life from the authors’ 

imagination, ideas, and experiences or to tell their point of view about something. 

Novel is a kind of literary work that is purposed for entertainment, 

enjoyment and information. Reading novel not only entertains but also gives 

much available knowledge about humanity, belief, self-perception, philosophy, 

assumption and interaction with the world on large to the reader. All of those 

things are the author’s ideas that sometimes are taken from human real life then 

we can get the new information, new perspective about a human life that the 

author has written in a novel. 
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Every novel has message. Message in novel is something important that 

we can learn and apply in real life. Message is the description of the whole story 

in novel which the author tells what he wants to say or the point of view about a 

kind of problem. A novel’s message can be about life, society or culture. 

Someone who reads a novel and really understands and gets what the 

author wants to say in the novel would be influenced to do or imply the 

information from that novel in the real life. To get this status, we have to 

understand what language the author uses in that novel. One of the functions of 

language is imaginative. In this function, language is used to create idea or 

imaginative story. This function are tells a story, fairy tales, short story, novel, etc. 

So, from language we can get the authors ideas in the novel they wrote.  

From the explanation above, the writer is interested to analyze the 

educational value in the Andrea Hirata’s novel “The Rainbow Troops”. “The 

Rainbow Troops” represents a number of value of the noble life of the 

people depicted and abstracted in real life. One of the noble value is the education 

value.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the explanation above, the statement of the problem of this study 

is follows: 

1. What are the educational values reflected in the novel “The Rainbow 

Troops”? 

2. How are educational values shown by main characters in the novel “The 

rainbow Troops”? 
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1.3 Purpose of the Study 

In line with statements of the problem, this study is intended to know: 

1. To know the education values reflected in novel “The Rainbow Troops” 

2. To know educational values shown by main characters in the novel “The 

rainbow Troops”. 

 
1.4 Significance of the Study 

The significance of the study is to encourage the reader to broaden their 

knowledge about educational value and really understand what the exactly 

educational value is. Also the reader can absorb a lot of information and lessons 

from “The Rainbow Troops” by Andrea Hirata where reader can imply that 

information and lesson that they gets in their own real life.  

 
1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study is focused on the novel “The Rainbow Troops” by Andrea 

Hirata. “The Rainbow Troops” has many topics can be discussed such as 

character, conflict, lesson, etc. However, the writer analyzed the lesson especially 

on the educational values which appeared in this novel. 

 
1.6 Definition of key terms 

 Value is moral or professional standards of behavior; principles: 

cultural/family/social values (Hornby,1995)  

 Educational Value is a reference point for moral awareness that can 

contribute to shaping moral behavior, as well as thinking of the 
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implications of the affective and cognitive processes involved (Pantic, 

2006). 

 A novel is depict imaginary characters and situation that conclude 

reference to real places, people and events (Hawthorn, 1989) 

 Andrea Hirata is the author of the novel “The Rainbow Troops”.  

 The Rainbow Troops is the tittle of Andrea Hirata’s novel that will be 

discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


