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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter the researcher explains about background of the study, 

statement of problems, hypothesis, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key term. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 As an international language, English is the most widely spoken language all 

over the world. It has spread in many countries and has become an essential means of 

communication. Many people use English  to communicate with others and access 

any kind of information easly. Therefore, every single person should learn and master 

English well. 

People need language to communicate with others. Learning language does 

not only learn about language itself but also acquisition of interest, social values, or 

even change in personality. In learning language, people also learn about social 

condition. Freeman and Long (in Fahriya Tufani, 2008) stated that there are some 

factors affecting the success of language learning, they are age, aptitude, attitude, 

personality, cognitive style, learning strategies and social psychological factors which 

consists of motivation whether intrinsic motivation or extrinsic motivation. 

 In South East Asia, especially in Indonesia, in all levels of education from 

junior high school to University, English becomes a compulsary lesson that must be 

taught to students. Yet, there is a problem related to the students’ English skill. 

Students face difficulties in developing English skill in their daily communication. 
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English has four skills. They are listening, reading, writing, and speaking. According 

to Fulcher (in Fahriya Tufani, 2008) speaking is verbal of language to communicate 

with others. Speaking skill becomes the most significant use of the target language 

learning because the objective of learning a foreign language is to use it in real 

communication. 

In learning a foreign language, students need some extra activities related to 

English to practice more their speaking skill. Some extra activities are those such as 

study clubs, extracurricular English conversation, or a student English activity card. 

The card is intended to improve and motivate the students to speak in English. It 

gives students chances to speak English more spontaneously and creatively. It means 

that the students will have longer time to practice conversation with teachers or 

lecturers. Furthermore, the students are hoped to be able to speak English correctly, 

confidently, naturally, and fluently in their activity. 

Motivation has significant role to improve English speaking ability. In her 

research, Dita (2008) found that, motivation is the most important factor to achieve 

the success of mastering speaking English.  She found that almost all the students got 

very high scores of motivation except only one student who got high scores of 

motivation. She also found that no student got low scores of motivation. It means that 

they had high motivation in speaking English. According to Ormrod (in Lunar 

Farasty, 2011) motivation is something that energizes, directs, and sustains behaviors; 

it gets students to move, points them in a particular direction, and keeps them going. 

Therefore, motivation determines the students’ success in speaking English.  
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There are two kinds of motivation that motivate the students to join any 

activities related to improving their English competence. The two kinds of motivation 

are intrinsic motivation and extrinsic motivation.  Previous  researchers found some 

factors that motivated  students in joining the Extracurricular English Conversation or 

EEC at their school for increasing their ability in  English skills. They are explained 

in Andayani’s  and Yunita’s research findings. 

Andayani (2010) found that there were  six factors which  made the students  

interested in joining ECE. The First was related to aptitude. Only few students who  

joined ECE because they had aptitude. The second was related to students’ capability. 

The students joined  ECE because they had  capibility in English. The third was 

concerning with students’ ideal. They wanted to reach their ideal in the future, related 

to English. The fourth was concerning with students’  family; few of them were asked 

by their parents to join ECE. The fifth was related to their teacher. The teacher 

motivated the students by using many kinds of techniques in  teaching English such 

as games, role play, poem, etc. The last one was connected  to society. Only two 

students joined ECE because of their friends who also joined the activity. The rest 

was because of their own willingness. The most dominant factors in joining ECE was 

student’s ideal. The students joined ECE because they wanted  to reach their ideal in 

future. 

Yunita (2008) found that there was any positive correlation between speaking 

and writing. The result of this research showed that speaking achievement of fourth 

semester students were better compared to writing achievement. It was because 

writing was more complex and perfect than speaking. In fact, most of the students 
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who had good speaking achievement could be categorized also to have good writing 

achievement. 

Concerning with the explanation above, the researcher would like to 

investigate the correlation between students’ motivation and students’ speaking 

ability at STT RRI and write this study in a thesis entitled “Correlation between 

students’ motivation and their speaking ability at STT RRI Malang” 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study, the research problem is formulated as 

follows: Is there any correlation between students’ motivation and their speaking 

ability at STT RRI Malang? 

1.3 Hypothesis 

The researcher has two hypotheses in this study, there are: 

Ho :  There is no positive correlation between students’ motivation and their speaking 

ability at STT RRI Malang. 

Hi  :  There is a positive correlation between students’ motivation and their speaking 

ability at STT RRI Malang. 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

 The purpose of this study is to describe the students’ motivation and their 

speaking ability at STT RRI Malang. 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

1. Theoretical Significance 
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The result of the study will contribute the theory about the motivation and 

speaking ability for the readers to enhance their knowledge in the study of 

learning foreign language.  

2. Practical Significance  

The study is intended to encourage the students to speak English naturally, 

fluently, confidently, and correctly in the class or outside the class. In 

addition, the result of this study will help the institution to know the students’ 

motivation in learning English. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the students’ speaking ability and this study is 

limited to the students’ motivation at STT RRI Malang.  

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding of the key terms used in this study; they are 

defined as follows: 

1. Correlation is the study to determine the relationship among variables in 

single group of subject (Ary, 2002). 

2. Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning that involves 

producing, receiving and processing information (Brown in Florez in 

Kurniawati, 2004).   

3. Motivation is something that energizes, direct, and sustains behaviors; it gets 

students moving, points them in a particular direction, and keeps them going 

(Ormrod 2003:368). So, motivation has the important role for the students to 

improve their English skills. The students who have high motivation will give 
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the good effect for their achievement in academic especially in English 

subject.  

4. Learning is the development of new association as a result of experience 

(Good and Brophy in Purwanto, 2007:85). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


