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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses some topics related to the background of study, the 

statement of the problems, the purposes of the study, scope and limitation, 

significance of the study, and definition of key term. 

 
1.1 Background of Study 

English has been considered as the first foreign language in Indonesia. English 

is the most commonly used language among foreign language speakers. Throughout 

the world, when people with different languages come together they commonly use 

English to communicate. Not only for communication, English is very helpful for 

everyone especially students in reading something from books or article because 

many books or article now use english language. Therefore, English has became main 

subject in indonesian’s school especially in junior high school and senior high school. 

Based on the national curriculum (Kurikulum KTSP, 2006) at junior high 

school, English is taught as a compulsary subject for three years in Grades 7-9. They 

study the same subject in the senior high school. There are four English skills is 

taught in junior high school and senior high school, those are speaking, writing, 

reading and listening. But, many english teachers in Junior high school and senior 

high school are more concern in teaching reading, because among the four English 

skills, reading is more emphasised to be taught in Indonesia as the item tests of the 

national examination focus on the reading comprehension. Although, listening also as 
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the item tests of the national examination, but reading take a big part of the question. 

So, the prominence of teaching English in Indonesia especially in teaching reading is 

to develop comprehension skills. 

Reading in a foreign language is the main goal of learning and “the most 

important skill in a foreign language” (McDonough & Shaw, in Sunggiwati& 

Nguyen, 2013). Anderson (2008) states that there are three reasons why reading is 

important. First, much of the information available in the world comes in the formal 

print. Most of the printed materials in the world come in English. In order to help 

students access more of the information available in english, the teacher must 

establish a culture of reading. Second, reading strengthens other areas of learning. It 

means that reading can strengthen the other skill, such as writing, listening, and 

speaking. Third, reading a lot can increase critical thinking skills. Students who read 

a lot are able to sift through arguments and arrive at a position because they have 

critically developed their ideas. 

Reading is a receptive language process. It is the process of recognition, 

interpretation, and perception of written or printed materials. In other words, reading 

is a complex cognitive and linguistic process. In reading, “comprehension involves 

understanding the vocabulary, seeing relationships among words and concepts, 

organizing ideas, recognizing the author’s purpose, evaluating the context, and 

making judgment” (Hancock in Chou, 2011). Moreover, successful reading depends 

upon the richness of a learner’s experiences and language, both in the world and with 

print. It also depends upon a reader’s view of reading as a purposeful, informative, 

and enjoyable activity. (Tompkins, Slowik, & Vogt, 2010). Teacher is the person who 
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can change all of complex process into simple process that can make student more 

easier in learning reading. 

Teacher has a major role in teaching reading. The role of teacher in teaching 

reading is more important and has a greater impact than any single fixed reading 

program, method, or approach. Blair et al. (2007) state that being a nice person 

doesn’t an effective teacher of reading make, but a nice person doing some important 

things in terms of the reading process result in good teaching and good learning. It 

shows that the good teacher in teaching reading is the person that always make an 

effort to find the best way in teaching reading. It is not just an effort alone. It is 

exactly focused and how this effort is expanded that make difference. However, 

teacher always get some difficulties in the teaching learning process especially with 

their students. 

Purnawati (2010) investigated the problems in teaching reading faced by the 

second grade English teachers at SMA 1 Panggul-Trenggalek. The result indicated 

that the problem of teaching reading are; 1) difficulties in selecting reading material 

related to the topic in the text which was different from the students condition and the 

vocabulary and structure of the text were difficult, 2) Classroom management since 

the class was big and each class had 43 students, 3) Developing students motivation 

and interest, 4) students perception that learning english was difficult especially since 

there were differences between written form and pronounciation. 

In addition, Kumala (2007) stated that the common problems in teaching 

reading comprehension are the lack of students vocabulary, lowness of students
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background knowledge, the teachers are difficult to select the material, and student 

motivation is low. 

Based on the statement above, the researcher is interested in conducting the 

study about the problem in teaching reading faced by the teacher in teaching reading 

at MTs Negeri Batu. The differences between  this research with two researches 

above are the researcher more focused on linguistic problem in teaching reading 

especially on vocabulary, pronounciation, and grammar. Beside that, the researcher 

also has some reasons in choosing MTs Negeri Batu as the location of conducted this 

study. First, this school is one of good schools in Malang, although that school is 

good school and has complete facilities, it is not impossible that there are many 

problems influencing the teaching learning English process especially in teaching 

reading comprehension. Second, by doing this research, the researcher will know the 

teacher’s problems and its solutions, when knowing the solutions of those problems; 

the teacher may improve the teaching learning process especially in teaching reading 

at MTs Negeri Batu. 

1.2 Statement of The Problems 

1).  What are the linguistic problems faced by the English teacher in teaching reading 

at MTs Negeri Batu? 

2).  How does the teacher solve the linguistic problems in teaching reading at MTs 

Negeri Batu? 
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1.3 Purpose of The Study 

1). To analyze the linguistic problems faced by the teacher inteaching reading at MTs 

Negeri Batu. 

2).  To analyze how the teacher solve the linguistic problems faced by the teacher in 

teaching reading at MTs Negeri Batu. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

In this study the researcher  focuses on the linguistic problems faced by the 

teachers in teaching reading at MTs Negeri Batu. Meanwhile, this study is limited to 

pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary and the researcher takes one teacher who 

teaches reading in the ninth grade 

1.5 Significance of The Study 

This study is considered significant in some aspects: 

1).  The results of this study are expected to give meaningful information for English 

teacher in MTs Negeri Batu in improving teaching learning process especially in 

teaching reading. So it can be used to guide the teacher in the future to make their 

teaching and learning process can run well. 

2). The result of this study will give a good contribution on English teaching and 

learning in order to know the problem solving of linguistic problems faced by 

teacher. 
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1.6 Key Terms 

1). Linguistic is the scientific study of human’s language. Linguistic does not study 

every form of human’s language. It focused on analyzing human’s verbal 

language; the language that consist of words (Jendra, 2010). 

2). Problemis a situation in which a person is motivated to reach a goal but some 

obstacle block the attainment of the goal (Klein, 2002). 

3). Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn 

(Brown, 2000) 

4). Reading is a process of readers combining information from a text and their own 

background knowledge to build meaning (Anderson, 2008). 

5). Teaching Reading is teaching learners how to transfer reading skills in their first 

language to new reading context in a new language (Anderson, 2008) 


