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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 Chapter I of this research presents: background of study, statement of 

problem, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of key terms. Each topic is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Communication is an important tool in daily life because it is to express 

information through the exchange of thoughts, messages, or information, as by 

speech, visuals, signals, or behavior. In the communication, we have the way to 

communicate with other people. It depends on the context, subject, the topic, and the 

function of our speech. In addition communication can produce a code and in another 

term called language. 

Language is the most important thing to interact with others. In the journal of 

Celtic, Heriyanti and Elfana (2014) stated that the people as social beings are never 

separated from others. People used language as a tool for communication. Besides, 

people also used language to have relationship in the society. Without language, 

people cannot interact and communicate with each other. 

Besides, according to Mesthrie (2000), language is a system of arbitrary vocal 

symbols used for human communication to interact with each other. The basic of 

languages is spoken words which combine sounds with meanings. Then, Wardhaugh 

(2006: 2) stated that “Language is a communal possession although admittedly an 
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abstract one. Individuals have an access to it and constantly show that they do so by 

using it properly”. It means people also use language as an access to communicate 

each other.  

Moreover, the study about the relationship between language and society is 

called sociolinguistics. Sociolinguistics studies many aspects of society, such as of 

cultural norms, expectations, context, the way language used, and the effects of 

language used in society. According to Chambers (in Wardhaugh, 2006: 11):  

      “Sociolinguistics is the study of the social uses of language, and the most 

productive studies in the four decades of sociolinguistic research have 

emanated from determining the social evaluation of linguistic variants. 

These are also the area’s most susceptible to scientific methods such as 

hypothesis-formation, logical inference, and statistical testing.” 

 

Every language has style, including English itself. Style refers to ways of 

speaking, how speakers use the resource of language variation to make meaning in 

social encounters. As a part of language, style has important meaning on spoken 

language. In common, it is called language style. Based on Jacobson (in Coupland 

2007: 11), ’’language style refers to ways of speaking can involve a meaning, making 

in different but simultaneously relevant dimensions of a communicative act or 

event.’’ It can be concluded that language style is part of language variation that is 

used by speaker in formal and informal situation. Furthermore,  Joos (in Mesthrie, 

2000) outlined five styles, varying on a scale of formality from least to most formal; 

they are Frozen style or Oratorical style, Formal style or Deliberative style, 

Consultative style, Casual style and Intimate style. The kinds of language style have 

different variation can be seen from different characteristic each other. 
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The phenomenon of language style can happen in the situation where 

conversation takes place and the language is used. The differences of situation and 

topic may cause the kinds of language itself; for example, the kinds of language style 

that is used by people who converse with another, such as family members, 

addressing a public gathering, or discussing science with professional colleagues. 

These variations can occur based on the user.  

Moreover, the study of language style had been conducted by Nafsiyah (2011) 

who investigated language style used by English Club debaters at International 

Language Forum of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. She found out that there 

were two kinds of language style used by the English Club debaters. They are formal 

and consultative style. Then, Nadia (2012) who analyzed the casual language style 

used by the main characters of “The Sisterhood of Travelling pants 2” movie. She 

found the most dominant of language style was used casual style especially in formal 

conversation. 

The kinds of language style can be indicated by every people when he or she 

perform in a speech and people use different kinds of language style based on the 

certain situation, function and of norm of social context. This study focuses on kinds 

of language style and the most dominant kinds of language style that is used by 

Barrack Obama and Michelle Obama in Oprah Winfrey Show. The Oprah winfrey 

show is a popular talk show program in the United States and the world hosted by 

Oprah Winfrey. It also the highest rated talk show in American television history 

which has run nationally since 1986 and has received 47 Daytime Emmy Award. The 
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guests were the current President of the United States Barrack Obama and his wife 

Michelle. They become the first African-American people who are very popular in 

the United States.  

The writer was interested in analyzing this program because language in talk 

show is produced in different styles reflected on social contexts. Social contexts can 

be formal, casual, consultative, frozen, and intimate. In addition, the use of language 

style in talk show program can make the listener easier to understand about the topic. 

Thus, the writer was interested in studying the language style used by Barrack Obama 

and Michelle Obama in Oprah Winfrey Show.  

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of study presented above, this study is undertaken to 

answer the following questions: 

1. What kinds of language style are used by Barrack Obama and Michelle 

Obama in the Oprah Winfrey Show? 

2. What is the most dominant language style used by Barrack Obama and 

Michelle Obama in the show? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

In line with the statement of the problem, this study is intended to find:  

1. Kinds of language style are used by Barrack Obama and Michelle Obama 

in the Oprah Winfrey Show. 
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2. The most dominant language style used by Barrack Obama and Michelle 

Obama in the show. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

a. Theoretically 

This study gives more knowledge about language style to the readers in 

order to make them easy to adapt the language style with their community.  

b. Practically 

 For the students of English Department in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang are encouraged to broaden their knowledge 

about kind of language style as one of language variation in 

Sociolinguistic subject.  

 For the teachers, this study can be used as an additional reference of 

material in teaching about Sociolinguistic subject since the findings 

related with the topic of language style. 

  For other researchers, the writer expects that the result of this study 

can give a reference for their research or can inspire them who took the 

same title about language style in the show but in other forms. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

In this study, the writer will focus on the kinds of language style and the most 

dominant are used by Barrack Obama and Michelle Obama during the talk show. 
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Besides, the writer does not analyze all of the utterance of Barrack Obama and his 

wife’s. However, writer just takes some utterances of them. 

 This study is limited to one episode of the show entitled “The Farewell 

Season”, the last episode of the Oprah Winfrey Show and was broadcast at Mei 02, 

2011. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

In order to ovoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to give definition of key 

terms, they are as follows: 

 Language Style refers to ways of speaking that can involve meaning, making in 

different but simultaneously relevant dimensions of a communicative act or 

event. (Jacobson in Coupland 2007) 

 The Oprah Winfrey Show is a talk show that are attractive and interesting where 

Oprah Winfrey himself who served as the host. Oprah Winfrey become a popular 

program with the highest ratings in the history of American television and 

watched by an estimated 42 million viewers a week in the U.S. 

(http://sunrisepagihari.blogspot.com/2011/04/episode-terakhir-oprah-winfrey-

show.html) 


