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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of study, statement of problems, 

purposes of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

 Literature is the reflection about life, thought, feeling, behavior, and attitude 

of human being. According to Bennet and Royle (2004: 35), “Literature is the 

kind of writing which most persistently and most provocatively engages with the 

uncanny aspects of experience, thought and feeling”. It means that literature can 

give contribution for the readers to get the inspiration, experience and some 

knowledge. With literature, people try to understand of human sentiments, human 

interest and human problems of life. Besides, literature has been defined as the 

expression of thoughts, ideas, feelings, and imaginations in the written form. 

Literature itself can be divided into three different classifications such as poetry, 

drama, and novel.  

 Novel is a kind of the literary work. It is an interesting one to read because the 

story gives the imagination and some knowledge to the readers. According to 

Abrams (2009:226), “Novel is applied to a great variety of writings that have in 

common only the attribute of being extended works of fiction written in prose”. 

By analyzing and reading literature especially novel, the readers will know about 
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many cultures and news of knowledge, where the story happen, and how the 

author expresses their experiences, thought, imagination and ideas in the novel. 

By reading novel, the readers may acquire amusement; lead us to have a keen 

perception and knowledge from other cultures. There are many kinds of story that 

describe in novel such as suffering, struggle, drama, heroic, sacrifice, love story, 

mystery, detective, culture and many other. Sometimes the author writes the story 

about culture because the writer wants to show to the readers about the history, 

beauty and sense of the culture. Culture is unique; every country in the world has 

culture. According to Witt (2009:44), “Culture is the totality of our shared 

language, knowledge, material objects, and behavior.” It means that usually the 

culture gets started from the society habitual, and also culture can be influenced 

by shared language, knowledge, material objects, and behavior. 

 As we know, Japan is a country that has many kinds of culture. They have 

many cultures because of the geographical condition. According to Rice 

(2004:19), “Japanese culture is well-known with its unique features, which to a 

certain degree is influenced by its geographical conditions. As an archipelago 

country separated from the Asian continent, their geographical isolation creates 

their culture has unique characteristics”. Japan has many cultures, such as tea 

ceremony, origami (arts of fold paper), samurai, Geisha, etc. 

 Geisha is one of beauty cultures in Japan. Literally, Geisha derived the name 

from the word “gei” which means arts or skill, and “sha” which means person. 

According to Johnston (2005:38), “Geisha was raised from the earliest Kabuki 

performers of the late sixteenth and early seventeen centuries. At that time geisha 
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were both men and women that performed on stage and also presented sexual 

service. Then in the late eighteenth century geisha became to indicate the women 

performers as today”. In Japan, Geisha is the one of people that doing Mizuage 

and Erikae rituals. It is unique because it is different from other rituals. Ritual is a 

part of culture; it comes from the ancestor habitual actions and beliefs. According 

to Sims and Stephens:  

Rituals are repeated, habitual actions, but they are more purposeful 

than custom;   rituals are frequently highly organized and controlled, 

often mean to indicate or announce membership in a group. Most 

rituals bring together many types of folklore: verbal, such as chants, 

recitation, poem or songs; customary, such as gestures, dance or 

movements; and materials such as food, books, awards, clothing and 

customes (2005:95). 

 

In this research the writer prefers choosing Arthur Golden’s novel “Memoirs 

of a Geisha” to be analyzed because it is an interesting novel which shows about 

the life of woman who tries to survive in her life, doing many rituals for 

becoming a Geisha until the life itself brings her to be the most popular Geisha. 

Memoirs of a Geisha also becomes popular novel. It was proven from the 

appreciation to this novel as one of the best seller’s novel in 1997. The novel also 

has been translated into 21 languages and sold more than four million copies in 

English alone. 
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Based on the description above, the writer is interested in analyzing this novel 

because there are many kinds of unique rituals shows in this novel, it tells about 

the true story and consists of life values’. 

 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

1. What kinds of Japanese rituals of a new Geisha in Arthur Golden’s novel 

“Memoirs of a Geisha”? 

2. What are the conflicts faced by Sayuri during the rituals of a new Geisha in 

Arthur Golden’s novel “Memoirs of a Geisha” and what are the solutions? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

1. To find the kinds of Japanese rituals of a new Geisha in Arthur Golden’s 

novel “Memoirs of a Geisha” 

2. To find the conflicts faced by Sayuri during the rituals of a new Geisha in 

Arthur Golden’s novel “Memoirs of a Geisha” and find the solutions. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contributions to students and 

lecturers of English Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang, also 

for further researcher. Theoretically, this study is expressed to develop and give 

description about Japanese rituals of a new Geisha found in the novel “Memoirs 

of a Geisha”. To the next researcher, the writer hopes that the result of this study 
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can be used as reference for readers who want to study and share their knowledge 

to others about Japanese rituals. 

 

 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is Japanese rituals of a new Geisha by Sayuri. Besides, 

this study also has limitation. The limitation is Japanese rituals of a new Geisha 

by Sayuri in Arthur Golden’s novel “Memoirs of a Geisha”. 

 

1.6 Definitions of Key Terms 

To avoid ambiguity or misunderstanding of the concept used in this analysis; 

some definitions are provided as follows: 

1. Japanese culture is well-known with its unique features, which to a certain 

degree is influenced by its geographical conditions. As an archipelago country 

separated from the Asian continent, their geographical isolation create their 

culture has unique characteristics (Rice, 2004:19) 

2. Rituals are repeated, habitual actions, but they are more purposeful than 

custom; rituals are frequently highly organized and controlled, often mean to 

indicate or announce membership in a group. Most rituals bring together 

many types of folklore: verbal, such as chants, recitations, poems or songs; 
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customary, such as gestures, dance or movements; and material, such as food, 

books, awards, clothing and costumes (Sims and Stephens, 2005:95) 

3. Geisha was raised from the earliest Kabuki performers of the late sixteenth 

and early seventeen centuries. At that time geisha were both men and women 

that performed on stage and also presented sexual service. Then in the late 

eighteenth century geisha became to indicate the women performers as today 

(Johnston, 2005:38) 

4. Novel is applied to a great variety of writings that have in common only the 

attribute of being extended works of fiction written in prose (Abrams, 

2009:226) 

5. “Memoirs of a Geisha” is the title of the novel that would be analyzed on this 

thesis. 

 


