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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter consists of six points. They are background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation and definition of the key terms. Each point will be presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is an important language learnt by everyone to develop some aspects 

of life, such as science, art and education. For example in science, published papers 

such as journals, articles and other educational books are written in English. 

Furthermore, all international movies will use English as the language. It means that 

English is used as a tool to explore knowledge.  In art, English helps foreigners to 

understand about the culture of another country by watching, reading, speaking 

English about certain country. In education, English is one of compulsory subject 

matters in education system of Indonesia which must be learnt from elementary 

school up to university. 

English consists of four communicative skills such as listening, reading, 

speaking, and writing that an English learner must be able to master. Mastering those 

skills are not easy. English learners need to spend a lot of time practicing. However, 

among those skills, writing skill tends to be the most difficult to learn. In writing, the 

learners have to learn some aspects. They are language use, mechanical skill, 

treatment of content, stylistic skill, and judgment skill. This statement ensures that 

how complex writing skill is. 
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Knowing how complex writing skill is, it shows that English learners must 

have competency in writing. The teacher should know that most of the students were 

all easy to get bored in learning writing. Then, the teacher should be creative and 

innovative in teaching writing skill to create student’s motivation. Santrock (2001) 

has stated, “Motivation involves the processes that energize, direct, and sustain 

behavior”. For instance, an individual who has not eaten, he or she feels hungry, as a 

response he or she will eat. His or her motivation to eat is because he or she feels 

hungry. In this case, motivation is like a fuel for the students to encourage them to 

write. 

There have been some researches in motivation. One of them was Rosalina 

(2009) who conducted student’s motivation in learning English in language program 

of SMAN 2 BATU. Her finding showed that the intrinsic students’ motivation was 

more influential than extrinsic motivation. The factors of intrinsic motivation are 

need, intention, and self-improvement. From those factors, the researcher found that 

self-improvement was the highest one. It means the students learned English because 

they want to increase their knowledge after they know their improvement in 

understanding the subject. 

Academic writing plays a major role in higher education, both in student 

understanding of course content and student knowledge. Recent studies have 

highlighted that academic staff are aware of the importance of writing. According to 

Williams (2004), “a survey highlighting that almost 90% of staff felt that it was 

necessary to teach writing skills to university students”. Kruse, Jakobs, and Ruhmann 
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(1999) found writing in English to be one of the greatest challenges to students in 

their learning process at university. Many writing teachers will probably agree that 

student’s achievement in writing is still less satisfying. According to Mr. Taufik, one 

of writing lecturers at University of Muhammadiyah Malang, student’s achievement 

in writing are still less satisfying. He also views that the less satisfying of student’s 

achievement in writing is caused by some factors. Those factors are students have 

difficulty in writing relevant with the topic, students have difficulty in generating 

ideas, students have difficulty in choosing the word due to lack of vocabulary, the 

last, students tend to be bored and low participation or less motivation in writing 

class. Relating to this present study, the researcher is interested in conducting a 

research dealing with factors that affect student’s motivation in writing course at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Hopefully, after knowing the factors that 

affect student’s motivation in writing course, the lecturer is able to create good 

activities, methods, or strategy in teaching writing course. In other word, it will help 

the students to increase the achievement in learning English writing skill. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Dealing with the problem stated in the background, the researcher formulates 

the research questions as follows: 

1. What are the factors affecting English department students’ motivation in 

writing course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. What is the most dominant factor affecting English department students’ 

motivation in writing course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 
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1.3 Purpose of the Study 

In line with the research questions in this research, the researcher designs the 

purpose of this present study as follows: 

1. To know the factors affecting English department students’ motivation in 

writing course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To find out the most dominant factor affecting English department students’ 

motivation in writing course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 By conducting this research, the researcher aims to know the factors which 

influence English department’s students in writing course and the most dominant 

factor which influences the students in writing course at University of 

Muhammdiyah Malang. The result of the research contributes to develop teaching 

and learning writing course. The result of the research might also be the information 

source to English writing teachers. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

 In this research, the researcher takes aspects of the students’ motivation in 

writing course. Therefore, the researcher has to limit this study. It involves as 

follows: 

1. This research is focused on the students’ motivation in writing course. 

2. This research takes place in University of Muhammadiyah Malang and the 

informants of this present study are the students of English department who 

take writing II course. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding the meaning of the terms used in this 

study, the definition of key term is presented. Those terms are: 

1. Motivation involves the processes that energize, direct, and sustain behavior 

(Santrock: 2001). 

2. Learning is a relatively permanent influence on behavior, knowledge, and 

thinking skills that comes about through experience (Santrock: 2001). 

3. Writing is an activity in which people try to write something such as writing 

an essay, paragraph, thesis, etc. 

 To sum up, this chapter has already highlighted the introduction of the study 

that consists of; background of the study, statement of problems, purpose of the 

study, significant of the study, scope and limitation of the study and the definition of 

the key terms. 

In order to expand the chapter one and to give more clear understanding 

about this research, chapter two will discuss about the review on the literature 

namely; learning, motivation, kinds of motivation, the factors affecting student’s 

motivation, the goal of motivation, writing, related study. 

 

 


