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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the writer explains about background of the study, statement of 

the problem, purpose of the study, scope and limitation, significance of the study, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1. Background of Study 

According to Beaty and Friends (2002), “literature is a creative writing”. It 

means that literature delivers more than knowledge but also expression of ideas, 

feeling, and the reflection of human problem in real life. People can find pleasure in 

literature by their imagination through the written words. 

One of literary works which offers the complexity of human problem through 

writtenwords is novel. According to Abrams (1999:190), “novel is an extended 

narrative written in prose”. Through the novel, the author tries to create the sense that 

the reader experiences the actual life by reading. Novel contains problems and 

situations which happen in real daily life or only in a fictional story. Readers respond 

the stories in different ways through their own imagination. They might be involved 

in the story and characters, and put themselves as the characters with the same 

emotions. 

Even though novel is a fictional story, it is not only entertain the readers but 

also delivers message for their lives. It gives knowledge about other culture, history, 

religions, and life values which probably does not occur in our daily life.According to 
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Arp and Johnson (2006:63), “novel gives more detail awareness of humanity in the 

world that is sometimes friendly and unfriendly”. Novel can help us to understand our 

world, our surrounding, and ourselves through the story and problems created by the 

author. 

Problem and conflict appeared in a novel was commonly picked out from our 

society and happen in our surroundings with various topics like politic, education, 

sport, love, or family. From those topics, sport and politic are the main issues in the 

novel Danger Zone. 

“Danger Zone” is one of David Klass’s novels. It is one of his best seller 

novels which is published in 1996. This novel tells about USA U-17 basketball team 

facing death threat from a radical neo-Nazi group. The radical neo-Nazi group 

terrorizes the team and tries to kill one of the team members. Besides, friendship is a 

topic that we cannot ignore in this novel. There are ten young boys from different 

regions and different races who try to blend in one team. They become closer after 

facing the terror and the danger they have been faced together. This novel also tells 

about the culture in another country, though it does not officially happen in our daily 

life. The reason “Danger Zone” is analyzed because it represents the condition, 

culture, conflicts and situation of human life, even though it happens in different era. 

Even though the novel published in 1996, the terror topic still becomes a big issue 

recently. This issue does not only appear in America but also in Indonesia. Next, 

because the conflicts happen in the novel reflect the real conflict faced by the readers 

as those of the characters faced in the story and it may help them to solve their 
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problems. Moreover, the readers can take the moral values after reading and learning 

the conflicts happen in the story. 

One topic in “Danger Zone” novel is fear.It is interesting to discuss as itis the 

common emotion of human feeling. Fear is commonly understandable as a reaction to 

danger (Kalat and Shiota, 2007:100). This study focused on analyzing Jimmy Doyle’s 

fear in facing the danger which affects his play in the basketball game as a 

representative of USA U-17 basketball team. His fear does not only affect his play, 

but also his attitude towards his surroundings after facing the dangerous situation. In 

addition, this study tried to make the readers understand their own problems dealing 

with fear, so they can find the causes of their fear and know how to overcoming the 

fear itself. Then, the writer likes to conduct a study with the title: An Analysis of 

Jimmy Doyle’s fear in David Klass’s Novel “Danger Zone”. 

1.2. Statement of Problem 

Based on the background above, the statement of the problems can be 

formulated as follows 

a. What are Jimmy Doyle’s fears in David Klass’s novel “Danger Zone”? 

b. What are the causes of Jimmy Doyle’s fearin the novel? 

c. How does Jimmy Doyle solve his fear in the novel? 

1.3. Purpose of Study 

Related to what has been discussed above, the purpose of the study is to answer 

the problems of the study, those are: 

a. To describe Jimmy Doyle’s fears in David Klass’s novel “Danger Zone”. 

b. To find out the causes of Jimmy Doyle’s fear in the novel. 
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c. To explain the way how Jimmy Doyle solve his fear in thenovel. 

1.4. Scope and Limitation 

In order to avoid a broader study and some possible problems that may arise, 

this study focuses on study of Jimmy Doyle’s fear. Meanwhile, the limitations of this 

study are Jimmy Doyle’s fear, the causes of his fear, and the way he solves his fear in 

the David Klass’s novel,“Danger Zone”. 

1.5. Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to give either theoretical or practical value. 

Theoretically, this study aims to give a clear explanation about fear faced by the main 

character in Danger Zone novel, such as fear, the causes, and the way to overcome 

the fear. It is expected to contribute and enrich the reference in teaching or learning 

literature. 

Practically, this study may become important reference for the following 

readers. For the teacher or lecturer, this study should become an alternative reference 

in teaching literature subject, especially related with element of novel which is 

psychological conflict. Moreover, this study can be the reference for teacher in 

analyzing and solving student’s fear. For the students, this study can increase their 

knowledge of literature. Besides, this study can encourage and help them learn more 

about psychology as a part of literature. For the book lovers, this study may give 

contribution for them who love to read realistic fiction novel in understanding the 
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conflict happens in the story. They not only get the pleasure but also learn about the 

moral value given in the story.  

In addition, this study can be used as a reference and source for other 

researchers who are interested in analyzing the same topic. 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

There are some key terms mentioned in this research. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding, those terms are defined related to the study. 

 Novel: the type or form of literature represented by such narratives 

(Webster's, 1996:949) 

 Fear: an emotional state in the presence or anticipation of a dangerous or 

noxious stimulus (Reber, 2001:270). 

 Danger Zone:novel written by David Klass which talks about a boy who 

loves to play basketball. This novel is one of the fourteen author’s famous 

books which genre is realistic fiction. 

 David Klass: the author of “Danger Zone” novel. He is an American 

screenwriter and novelist who have written more than 40 screenplays and 14 

young adult novels. 

 Jimmy Doyle: the main character in “Danger Zone” novel. He is a sixteen 

years old boy who loves to play basketball. He joins the USA U-17 basketball 

team and experiences an unpredictable from a radical group. 

 


