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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 In this chapter the writer discusses background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition and the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

   Language is a tool of communication. It means that human beings need it to 

interact or communicate with others in their daily life. Language plays a part in our 

life. The function of language is to make communication with other people and to 

deliver the information in our society. In addition, the other function of language is to 

maintain our relationship with environment. 

 According to Jendra (2010), sociolinguistics is the study of language in 

relation to the society where it is used. In other words, Meyerhoff (2006) said that 

sociolinguistics is a very broad field; it can be used to describe many different ways 

of studying language. So, sociolinguistics is a study of language and culture in 

society. It is related to human society including cultures, norms, expectations, and 

contexts on the way language is used. 

 The variety of language occurs in society due to several factors such as 

different social status, different profession, age and gender. According to Brown 

2009, (in Intan, 2011), truckers, airlines pilots, salespersons, and farmers, for 

examples, use words and phrases which are unique to their own group. In the other 
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words, the differences of language cause language variation. ‘Language variation is 

the existence of observable differences in the way a language is used in a speech 

community’, (Mayerhoff, 2006 : 29). The development of language is influenced by 

the society itself and creates many kinds of language variations; they are dialect, 

register, jargon, accent, pidgin, argot, and slang. In this study, the researcher intends 

to analyze one of those language variations, that is slang. 

 Nowadays teenagers develop a new language variety which is simple and 

ungrammatical in order to have easier conversation or communication. The new 

language they made is known as slang. Slang is commonly used by teenagers to 

speak in their community and informal situation, not to speak to elder people 

informal situation. Slang appeared in the twentieth century and firstly used by 

criminal classes and black communities in London. Criminal classes used slang as a 

secret, whereas the black communities used slang as protest to the white community 

who become the majority. In addition, Goodword (2006) argues that slang refers to a 

simple and ungrammatical language which is commonly used, especially by 

teenagers, for example the word ‘hang out ‘means to reside or to pass the time or 

‘caballo’ means heroin. One of the examples of slang in sentences is “Soon you will 

be back on your feet”. The phrase “back on your feet”, which has the same meaning 

as “recovered from your illnesses,” is included into slang. 

 Sulistyo (2009) found out in her study about slang and its meaning used in 

song lyrics that were usually used by African-American singers. The finding showed 

that slang did not always have negative but also positive meanings, and they were not 

always considered as rude words. Slang was used depending on the user or singer as 
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their expression of feeling to others. Furthermore, Fajriah (2011), ’A Study On 

Slangs Found In Akon?s Konvicted Album’ found that slangs used in the songs were 

in the form of codes, numbers, and phrases. There were some different slang 

expressions found, but they had the same meaning either in one title or in other titles. 

There was also some slang expressions considered as rude slang. Hence, slang is the 

informal language that is used by a particular social group, and each word has either 

positive or negative meaning depending on the user. 

 There are many ways to express something, and one of the ways is singing. 

According Frederick, 2007 (in Abadi, 2009:4) by singing a song, a singer can express 

his ideas, feelings, and make them more attractive to the listener. Song also conveys 

messages and meanings. The composer needs time to think, to choose the words, to 

read what she or he writes, to revise and to arrange the song. Then, he considers its 

effect on the listener. Songs have special characteristics in their lyrics; each lyric is 

created to have a nuance. Sometimes some of the lyrics use slang in line with the 

message that will be delivered; some English slang expressions are related to things 

that people feel strongly about (e.g. sex, family and emotional relationship, drink, 

drugs, conflicts between social groups, work, physical and mental illness, death). 

 This study concerns with the analysis of slang used in Jay-z’s song lyrics. 

This analysis is specially focused on slang used in the song lyrics. Furthermore, this 

study will be difference with previous study because the writer will not only analyzes 

the slang and the meaning of the slang expressions, but also classifies the kinds of 

slang expressions found in that song lyrics. 
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 The writer chooses Jay-z’s songs as the object of the study because Jay-z’s is 

one of the most famous rappers in the world. Besides, Jay-z’s is an African-American 

person or a member of black community in America, the place where slang came 

from. Thus, he uses many slang words in his song lyrics. The writer not only analyses 

the kinds of slang but also the meaning of the slang expressions. 

 Another reason why this topic is selected is because the slang expression 

which is used in the lyrics of the songs is also used in daily communication. Besides, 

some people who use English as a second or foreign language may get confused in 

comprehending the theme and the meaning of song lyrics due to the use of slang 

expressions. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study above, the writer needs to answer the 

following questions. 

1. What slang expressions are used in Jay-z’s album, the “Blueprint 3”? 

2. What are the kinds of slang expressions used in Jay-z’s album, the “Blueprint 3”? 

3. What are the meanings of slang expressions used in Jay-z’s album, the “Blueprint 

3”? 

 

1.3  Purpose of the Study 

 The objectives of the study are to answer the above questions; therefore, the 

writer would like: 

1. To find out the slang expressions used in Jay-z’s album, the“ Blueprint 3”; 
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2. To describe the kinds of slang expressions used in Jay-z’s album, the “Blueprint 

3”; 

3. To describe the meaning of slang expressions used in Jay-z’s album, the 

“Blueprint 3”; 

 

1.4  Significance of the Study 

 The result of this study is expected to give contribution in sociolinguistic 

field, especially in language varieties which is the analysis on the use of slang 

expressions. Firstly, for the students of English Department, the result of this study is 

expected to enrich new vocabulary and improve their knowledge about 

sociolinguistics subject. Secondly, for the lecturers, this result can be used as an 

additional material in teaching sociolinguistics subject. The material can be used as a 

consideration in preparing, selecting and constructing the lesson for the 

sociolinguistics classes. Thirdly, the writer hopes that the result of this study can be 

used as a reference for the next writers who want to analyze slang expressions used in 

the other relevant objects. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The writer has to minimize the scope of this study on the analysis of slang 

expressions. More specifically, the writer analyzes the kinds and the meaning of slang 

expressions. The study is limited only to the slang expressions used in Jay-z’s song 

lyrics from the “Blue Print 3” Album2009. 
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1.6  Definition of the Key Terms 

 To avoid misunderstanding, the writer gives definition of the key terms used 

in this study. The terms are defined as follows. 

 Sociolinguistics is concerned with investigating the relationships between 

language and society with the goal of having a better understanding of the 

structure of language and how language functions in communication. 

(Wardhaugh, 2005). Furthermore, sociolinguistics is a study of language that 

learns and aspects of language used in society, it related to human society 

including cultures, norms, expectations, and contexts on the way language is 

used. 

 Slang is informal words and expressions used in spoken conversation, especially 

by a particular group of people. Michael (2009) argues that slang is not merely a 

lexical phenomenon, a type of words, but also a linguistic practice rooted in social 

and behaviors, mostly the complementary needs to fit in and to stand out. 

 Jay-z’s is the popular name of Shawn Corey Cartner. He was born on December 

4, 1969 in Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, New York, U. S. He is an American 

rapper and businessman and one of the most financially successful hip-hop. 

 Songs are the metrical composition or other set of words adapted for singing or 

intended to be sung. It is the short poems in rhyme stanzas. Song is one of the 

literary works that is sung and also has beautiful words and meaning (Mac Millan 

Online Dictionary, accessed on 7 May at 11.23 am, 2014). 

 Lyrics are collections of words in a song or a poem (Joseph P.Pickett, 2010). 
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 Album is a collection of recorded songs, musical compositions, pictures, or 

literary selection (Mac Millan Online Dictionary, accessed on 7 May at 12.00 am, 

2014) 

 


