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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter discusses the review of literature, concept of moral, definition of 

moral value, kinds of moral value. 

 

2.1 Literature 

 We cannot separate our life from literature, which is part of art created by 

human being to express their ideas or emotions. Literature has been developed since a 

long time ago. The development of literature grows up with the development of 

human’s culture itself. People create a literature in order to express their ideas and 

emotions. They create literature, such as, prose, poetry, drama, and song. 

 Whenever we talk about literature, we directly deals with human life. 

According to Olaofe (2008:1), Literature is a study that concerns a whole range of 

human life and activities. Literature is very influential in our lives. Literature can 

organize activities and give useful lessons for us in the society. 

 Literary works have a close relationship with moral values. According to 

Nurgiyantoro (1995:321), moral is something to be conveyed by the author to the 

reader is the meaning contained in a literary work. Thus, the moral values usually 

appear in a literary work. However, the moral appears normally reflect the views of 

the author of life. Nurgiyantoro (1995:322) said that moral in literature usually 

reflects the author's view of life is concerned. Therefore, the moral has a close 



7 
 

relationship with a work of literature, in which the literary works always contain a 

moral value that will be delivered by the author. 

 

2.2 Moral Value  

Lillie (2004:24) said that “moral” comes from Latin “mores” meaning life 

ordinances or customs. Budiningsih (2004:24), said that moral always refers to good 

and bad humans itself. The field of moral is the aspect of human life in terms of 

human kindness. Thus, moral is associated with action taken by humans. The action 

is not about good or bad, but it is about how someone’s thinking comes to the 

decision that something is good or bad. 

 According to Audi (2007:47), moral value is simply an important kind of 

instrumental value. Actions and traits of character have moral value only insofar as 

they contribute in a certain way to happiness: to enhancing pleasure or reducing pain 

or both. It means that moral values have a form associated with the author. Moral 

value can give satisfaction in conveying the message of the author in a literary work. 

However, every value will get quality if it has relation with other values. For 

example, honesty is a moral value; this value has no meaning if it does not be applied 

with other values, such as moral value to him/herself, others and to God.  

The characteristics of moral values can be explained as follows (Bertens: 2000: 

142): 

1) Moral value is related with responsibility 

Moral value is related with human personality, but beside moral value we 

also automatically can say other values. Moral value makes people do wrong or 
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correct, because he has responsibility. Moral value is related with human 

personality of responsibility. Moral value just can be real in action wholly if it 

becomes responsibility of the involved person. 

2) Moral value is related with pure heart 

All values need to be made real. Because it has persuasive power, it 

should be practiced. For example, aesthetic value should be practiced, played with 

music competition. One of special characteristics of moral values is this value will 

effect voice of pure heart. To make moral value real, it can be appealed from pure 

heart, then implemented in real action. For example, helping other people who are 

getting trouble. 

3) Obligation 

Moral value obligates us absolutely and it cannot be compromised. For 

example, honesty. If we borrow something, like or not we have to return it. It 

makes us absolutely have to do it, because it has obligation that we must obey. 

So, obligation has the absolute value of human life. 

 

2.3 Kinds of Moral Value 

Literature usually reflects the author's view of life. In a song, there is usually a 

moral message that would be conveyed by the composer. The composer usually 

conveys moral messages about various things related to life issues, such as attitudes, 

behaviors, and manners. Mostly a composer often creates works that have a close 

relationship with real life through the author's style of language. 
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This type of moral teachings in principle includes all issues related to life and 

all human dignity. According to Nurgiyantoro (1995:324), moral values in literature 

include moral values associated with the human himself, human life in relation to 

God, and human life in relation to the social, including its relationship with nature. 

2.3.1  Form of Moral Values  with God 

God is a Person, and in the deep of His mighty nature He thinks, wills, enjoys, 

feels, loves, desires and suffers as any other person may (Zwemer, 2000: 7). It means 

God wills anything in the world include human. Consciously or unconsciously, every 

human admits that he is one of God's creatures. Then they had been gifted by its 

Creator. It proves that human is the most sublime creature than other creatures in 

form of thinking, feelings, wishes, limbs, etc.  

Religion is guidance and a way of life for humans. Religion tells us about 

everything, explains who God is, where people are created, and what the functions of 

life are. Nurgyantoro (1995:327) said that moral message intangible religious morals 

including a religion nature, and social criticism found in many works of fiction or in 

other literary genres. So, Religion has a close relationship with moral. Moral values 

related with the God are also called God's moral values. God's moral values are moral 

values that govern human relationships with God. All the moral values in life come 

from God. Morriston (2001:128) said that the supreme source of all moral 

requirements and moral obligation is constituted entirely by God's commands. 

Furthermore, God's moral values are usually found in a religion and every religion 

contains moral teachings which become a handbook for the behavior of its adherents. 

In short, the form of moral value with God is pray to God. It means, we as human 
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beings created by God should be constantly pleading and grateful for the blessings 

that have been given by avoiding of all prohibitions and obey all commands. 

2.3.2  Form of Moral Values in Human Life with Itself 

Moral Values in Human Life with Itself are moral values concerning human 

relationships with the personal life or the way humans treat themselves personally. 

Nurgiyantoro (1995:325) said that human problems cannot be separated from relation 

to the issue of the relationship between people and the God. The separation was only 

to facilitate discussion only. It can relate to issues such as the extension of self, self 

esteem, self-confidence, fear, death, longing, resentment, loneliness, and others that 

are more involved into an individual self and psyche. 

Moral Values in Human Life with Itself will encourage people to achieve 

happiness and perfection of life as a person through the use of all potentials, abilities, 

and skills they have without harming others. Moral value related to the human person 

is responsibility. According to Lickona (1991:72), responsibility means the ability to 

respond or answer. It means responsibility has orientation toward others in the form 

of attention, and actively respond to what they want. Responsibility also emphasizes 

the obligation to protect each other. Human quality can be measured by 

consciousness to be responsible. All that was done human would need to account 

wherever he is. Therefore, the responsibility is indispensable in every human being in 

life. 

2.3.3  Form of Moral Values in the Social Life 

Humans as social beings certainly make contact with other human beings in 

everyday life, both within the family and society. So the human need to understand 
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the norms that apply in order to do to run smoothly without any misunderstanding. 

This is called social moral values. Social moral values have a close relationship with 

human conscience. Because of conscience, humans can determine which ones are 

good and which are bad. According to Daniel (2008:136), conscience is alerted not 

only by things we have already done, but also by things we anticipate doing or not 

doing. Based on the following statement we can know that conscience can control our 

behavior and the nature of doing a thing. Conscience can also take us on very deep 

feelings. 

Form of an underlying moral message and a destination for action in the social 

life in the hold of his social life. Social moral values, among others, include: (1) 

justice, (2) harmony, and (3) friendship (Nurgyantoro, 1995:331). 

2.3.3.1 Justice 

 Justice is a form of moral values in social life. Justice is giving something to 

others who have become his right without exception (Mustopo, 1989:158). Justice is 

essentially absolute and cannot be denied. Every human has a right and justice. So, 

people in life are required to have a fair attitude. Lickona (1991:74) said that fair 

attitude requires us to treat people equally and not discriminate. It means, we as 

human beings should have a fair attitude to others. Because without justice people 

will easily make mistakes that can harm other people and the environment. Therefore, 

we as living beings should be fair to everyone without exception because justice can 

bring a harmonious relationship between fellow creatures. 
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2.3.3.2 Harmony 

 In general harmony can be defined as a situation where a balance is created in 

society. According to Munawar (2003:4) harmony is a unit consisting a variety of 

different elements and each element mutually reinforcing. It means a connection 

between something different but mutually supporting each other without any 

problems. This harmony can also be interpreted as a conflict-free state or situation. 

When viewed from the basic word, harmonious, harmony reflects an intimate 

relationship between individuals or groups within a religious order or a social life. 

The purpose of harmony is to be able to live side by side to get peace and quiet.  

Harmony should be applied in social life because with harmony we can 

establish a good social interaction in society. It is very easy to create when every 

individual in the community trying to practice privately. From the harmony itself, we 

could take a lesson about the meaning of the differences where we must be aware of 

our existence in a society. Therefore, with this awareness we are expected to 

appreciate the differences each other. 

2.3.3.3 Friendship  

  According to Jamieson (2008:9), friendships are interpersonal relationships in 

which people voluntarily interact bringing joy to each other and rewarding feelings 

about us. In friendship, we will be involved in the mutually helping behavior, such as 

exchange of advice and help each other in difficulty. Friendship is considered to be 

closer than mere acquaintance, even though in the friendship or relationship there is a 

difference between acquaintances. 
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 Values contained in friendship can often be seen when a friend shows 

consistently: 

1) the tendency to want what is best for each other, 

2) sympathy and empathy, 

3) honesty, perhaps in situations that are difficult for others to speak the truth, 

and 

4) mutual understanding. 

 

2.4 Reviewing Moral Value in Music 

 Music is an entertainment which is often accepted in the society. However, 

music also has other benefits such as the ability to reconcile the heart and give effect 

to the mind. According to Robert (2004:1), when we feel good, music can make it 

feel even better. When we feel badly, the music can help to pull us into another frame 

of mind. It means that music can affect the state of the listener so that people who 

listen music can be carried away by the music itself. In music, there is the exchange 

of thoughts and ideas between song writers with listeners. Music is often used as a 

media by song writer to convey a message that the author wants to convey to the 

listener. 

 Basically, message is abstract. Messages can have various forms, both oral 

and written. Song writers often deliver a message in his work based on thoughts and 

feelings through the lyrics and tone, so that the listener can easily receive messages in 

it. This is where the music as a media to deliver the message happens through music 

and lyrics as text tones in a song the composer to the listener. Messages can take the 
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form of moral values, the outpouring of the heart, or just criticism poured in lyric 

verses. 

 Today, many song writers already incorporate elements of moral value in 

every work. Moral value is very necessary presented mainly to the listener, because 

of the presence of the moral value people can more appreciative each other. 

Therefore, the moral message often appears in a work of art in the form of music. 

 

2.5 Previous Study 

 At the previous study which has title “Study on the Moral Message of Richard 

Marx’s Songs”. This thesis was made by Ety Haerunnisa from University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. In this thesis, she explained about message from song in the 

form of moral. The result of her study on Richard Marx’s songs the titled is thanks to 

you and children of the night, she found the moral message were shown in those 

songs are people can take it for a lesson in how people have to love their mother from 

the first song which have title thanks to you and People who spent their life on the 

street may have a different life and perhaps different experiences. On the street, there 

are many bad deeds that someone has to keep fighting in order that they do not fall 

down in the bad environment from the second song which have title children of the 

night. 

 

 


