
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Language is very essential for people. It becomes the reflection of human

creation  identity  in  the  world.  So,  language  is  a  part  of  a  human  living  and

couldn’t be separated. To learn English at school, the students should master four

skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing. Reading can be seen as a process

and as a product. Rahim (2008:2) asserts that reading is a complex matter that

reading involves many  things,  such  as  visual,  thinking,  psycholinguistic,  and

meta-cognitive activities.  In addition, Ratnasari  (2013) states that  the ability to

read is how someone can understand the messages conveyed in reading some texts

properly. The students are expected to have ability in those language skills, which

cover  receptive  and  productive  language  use.  Teaching  English  is  not  easy,

English teachers should not only master the language, but also be able to make

their students learn.

Reading  is  an  important  skill;  it  is  a  means  of  developing  second

language competence. Those who read more will have larger vocabulary. As the

result, they do better on tests of grammar, writer better and spell better (Krashen,

1997). In other words, reading ability affects the other skills. It is supported by

study done by Kirn and Krashen (1997). They investigated five female adults who

are acquiring English as a second language. The study shows that the success of a

learning a second language is by taking the power of reading. So by reading a lot,

the students could improve their English.
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In  teaching  a  language,  English  is  principally  very  complex.  In  the

classroom, we will face dozens of techniques applied to the students under the

expectation that they are able to or easy to understand the lesson. As a teacher, it

is necessary to find new teaching media to overcome the problems and not to

forget  to  motivate  the  students.  Some  teachers  have  used  games,  songs,  real

object, cartoon and movie as their teaching media to grow the student creativity in

learning process.

Teacher  takes  a  central  role  to  help  the  students  in  studying.  Ideally,

before the teacher teaches in class, he should make syllabus, which consists of

objectives,  material,  media  and  strategy  in  teaching.  He  should  follow  the

curriculum, so that when he teaches, he could follow the syllabus he made. In fact,

may teachers do not keep track on the syllabus, they just follow the material in

one book without looking at the objectives of teaching. In addition, they do not

have any preparation to teach.

Many studies have been done to improve the students’ skill in learning

English. Most of the studies focus on the learners. For example, the study done to

improve  the  learners’  reading  skill  by  extensive  reading.  If  the  students  find

unfamiliar words in reading, they can solve by looking at the content. By doing

so, they could enjoy reading without being disturbed by unfamiliar words. In this

study, the writer would like to conduct a study, “The use of pictures as media to

improve  students’  reading  comprehension  on  second  grade  at  SMP

Muhammadiyah  3 Kutorejo”.  The writer  focuses on the effectiveness of using

picture to improve reading comprehension.
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1.2 Statement of the Problem

Based on the background of the issues mentioned above, the formulation

of the problem in this study is as follows:

Does the use of pictures as a media improve students’ reading comprehension on

second grade at SMP Muhammadiyah 3 Kutorejo?

1.3 Purposes of the Study

The  purpose  of  the  research  in  line  with  the  research  problem noted

previously,  is  to  find  out  whether  the  use  of  pictures  can  improve  students’

reading comprehension on second grade at SMP Muhammadiyah 3 Kutorejo.

1.4 Significance of the Study

Theoretically, it is expected that the result of this research can give some

contributions  to  the  readers.  It  can  be  useful  for  the  students  of  English

Department, especially for students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang.

Practically, this study will provide information for the English teachers

that  is,  to  describe  students’  ability  in  English  learning,  especially  in  reading

achievement. So that, the teacher is suggested be able to develop and increase his

teaching and learning process.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this study is on implementing the use of pictures as a media

to improve students’ reading comprehension. Meanwhile, this study is limited to
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the  implementation of  pictures  as  a  media  to  improve  students’  reading

comprehension on second grade at SMP Muhammadiyah 3 Kutorejo.

1.6 Definition of Key Terms

To avoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to give some explanations on several

terms used in this study. The definitions are as follows:

1. Media are the tools that are used by teachers and students to reach the learning

goals (Nababan: 1993). It means that media is one of equipments to attract the

learners’ attention, and to transfer the information.

2. Visual  Media  are  instructional  media  which  can  be  seen  (Nababan:  1993).

Visual media is the tool of learning process which can be seen and looked

directly. For example: graphic, picture, two dimension and real object.

3. Picture are  worth a thousand words or  the art of painting; representation by

painting.

4. Reading Comprehension: Is a language process requiring the understanding of

written language.
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http://ardictionary.com/Painting/299
http://ardictionary.com/By/9543
http://ardictionary.com/Representation/4323
http://ardictionary.com/Painting/299
http://ardictionary.com/Of/869
http://ardictionary.com/Art/8944
http://ardictionary.com/The/2611

