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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents the background of the study, problem 

of the study, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope, and limitation and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Language is a system of human beings to communicate with their fellows. In 

this study, there are many definitions about language. Firstly, according to Mesthrie 

(2001: 1), language is a system of arbitrary symbols by which members of speech 

community that use as a means of communication to interact and express the ideas, 

feeling, and thought. It means that the basic building blocks of language are spoken 

words which combine sounds with meanings. Secondly, Wareing has stated, 

“language is a system, or rather a set of systems (a system of sounds, a system of 

grammar, a system of meaning); variations in usage are often systematic as well 

(2004: 6)”. Within these systems, there is scope for creativity and invention. How 

individuals use the systems available to them varies according to who the speakers 

are, how they perceive themselves, and what identity they want to project. 

 Sociolinguistics is the study of language in its social context and the  study of 

social life through linguistics. It investigates the relationship between language and 

society with a goal of better understanding of the structure of the language and how 

the language functions in communication (Wardaugh: 2006). It shows there are 

relationship between language and society in daily life. Moreover, he also stated, 
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The language we use in everyday living is remarkably varied. Everywhere 

we turn we seem to find at least a new wrinkle or a small inconsistency with 

regard to any rule we might propose. When we look closely at any language, 

we will discover time and time again that there is considerable internal 

variation and that speakers make constant use of the many different 

possibilities offered to them.No one speaks the same way all the time and 

people constantly exploit the nuances of languages they speak for a wide 

variety of purposes.  

 

These explanations imply that there is not speaker with single-style. If we find it, it 

will be appeared by abnormal speaker. All in all, every person has some variation in 

his or her speaking or communication. In addition, it is showed on style that he or she 

uses in practice. 

According to Eckert (2001), style is the locus of the individual’s 

internalization of broader social distributions of variation. Every individual has his or 

her own way to express his or her feeling to society then doing what they want to do, 

it can be called as style. As cited by Chaika (in Fadhilah: 2013), “style is an integral 

part of society that interaction which cannot go ahead if one does not speak in the 

right style.” Language style is fundamental part of social aspect. Besides, it can be 

concluded that every person can create different style in expressing the ideas and 

communicating with others. Therefore, he or she should pay attention to the language 

style they used.  

In this study, the researcher is attracted to investigate the language especially 

the language style because it is important to know other languages and its style to 

avoid getting misunderstanding among the society. Language style can be influenced 

by several factors; the kinds of occasion such as the various social, age and other 

differences that exist between the participants; the particular task that is involved, 
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such as writing or speaking, the emotional involvement of one or more of the 

participants and so on (Wardhaugh, 2006: 51). Also Joos’ theory stated that there are 

five styles which had outlines, in which it based on the scale of formality from the 

least formal scale to the most one. They are intimate, casual, consultative, formal, and 

frozen style (Coupland, 2007: 10). 

By watching movie, we can know the language style used in the society. In a 

movie the characters or the actors who play in the story using speech with various 

language styles, whether it is formal or informal. The characters in the movie have 

their own language style when they speak each other.  

In this study, the researcher is interested to study “Lincoln” movie written by 

Doris Kearns Goodwin because of two reasons. Firstly, “Lincoln” movie includes one 

of favorite films in the box office. Kathleen Kennedy as a Lincoln producer stated 

that they were gratified to receive some nominations in Golden Globe triumph 

because many people like this movie. It was shown by the revenue of this film cross 

$100 million mark at the domestic box office. As a result, it is categorized as one of 

preferred movies in the box office (Mc Clintock: 2012).  

Secondly, this film has some language styles that are attracted to be analyzed. 

It was shown by Abraham Lincoln as the 16
th

 President in the United State that used 

kinds of language style on his government. Moreover, the story of this film is based 

on an incredible true story and exposes the life of person who has astonishing 

leadership qualities when he became the leader in the United State, for examples: he 

was a master listener, a master communicator, and a master of his emotions. In 

addition, this film has some characters but the focus of the researcher’s investigation 
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is language style used by “Abraham Lincoln” who is a 16
th

 President of USA. The 

researcher interests to analyze Lincoln because he uses some kinds of language style 

in his daily conversation. Therefore, the researcher wants to identify deeply about 

kinds of language style and the dominant one. 

Some previous researchers found some kinds of language style used in their 

research. Fadhilah (2013) who studied about An Analysis of Language Style Used by 

the Main Characters on “What Girl Wants” Movie found that casual and intimate 

language style were language styles used by the main characters on “What Girl 

Wants” movie. Beside, Iktafa (2013) studied about An Analysis of Language Style 

Used by Mia Thermopolis in Meg Cabot’s “Princess Diaries” Film found that there 

were four language styles in this film. Those were intimate, casual, formal, and frozen 

language style. 

From the explanation above, the researcher would like to study emphasizes on 

the language styles, especially in spoken forms used by Abraham Lincoln which are 

taken in the script of “Lincoln” film. Therefore, the researcher wants to conduct the 

research entitle An Analysis on Language Style used by Abraham Lincoln on 

“Lincoln” Movie as her study. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Due to the limitation of problems, the problems of this research can be 

formulated as follows: 

1. What kinds of language styles are used by Abraham Lincolnon “Lincoln” 

movie? 
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2. What is the dominant language style used by Abraham Lincoln on “Lincoln” 

movie? 

1.3 The Purposes of the Study 

In accordance with the statement of problems, the objectives of the study are: 

1. To investigate what kinds of language style used by Abraham Lincoln on 

“Lincoln” movie. 

2. To identify the dominant language style used by Abraham Lincoln on 

“Lincoln” movie. 

1.4 The Significance of the Study 

The findings of this study are supposed to give theoretically and practically 

contribution about the language style in daily conversation. The results of this 

research are expected to be beneficial for: 

1. Theoretically 

It will give a clear description to the reader about language style. In 

addition, it will give contribution to the teachers and the students in 

comprehending deeply the material in teaching and learning sociolinguistics. After 

that, it will give beneficial to the next researchers as reference for their research. 

2. Practically 

Practically, the result of this research will provide useful information for 

the following readers. Then it will enrich teachers and students knowledge about 

sociolinguistic particularly language style; it can be used as additional reference in 

teaching and learning sociolinguistic. The last, it will give benefits for the next 

researcher in conducting another research in related topic. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the researcher studies language style used by Abraham Lincoln 

on “Lincoln” movie as the scope. And the researcher limited her study on the kinds of 

language style and the dominant language style used by Abraham Lincoln on 

“Lincoln” movie. 

1.6 The Definition of the Key Terms 

The purposes of giving the definition of the key terms are to avoid 

misunderstanding on the terms that exist in the research. It is notable to explain those 

terms as below: 

1. Language Style is a form of communication system in its own right or the 

way people use language in different style whether formally or informally 

style (Chaika, 1982: 29). 

2. A movie, also called a motion picture or film, is a series of pictures which 

is shown on a screen that creates the illusion of moving images. Also it is 

photographed or filmed (Encarta: 2009). 

3. Lincoln Movie is a movie that is directed by Steven Spielberg and starring 

Daniel Day-Lewis as President Abraham Lincoln (Mcclintock: 2012). 

4. Kinds of language style are intimate, casual, consultative, formal, and 

frozen style (Coupland: 2007). 

 

 


