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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

     This chapter presents and discusses of the background of the study, statement of 

problem, propose of study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

     Language is very important to human life; it has been an important role to having 

a good relationship with other people. It means that everyone needs a language to 

share ideas, opinion, and feelings to each other. Language also becomes a tool of 

communication, which is systematic and conventional used. As a definition stated by 

Crystal (1995) „language is the systematic and conventional use of sound (or signs or 

written symbols) for the purpose of communication or self-expression.‟ This shows 

that language means as the tool from communication with other persons which can be 

expressed not only verbal or oral communication but also through non- verbal 

communication such as written form, gestures, and Morse code. 

     To greet the global area and communication, we need to learn written and spoken 

English because almost all the information in this world is usually spoken and 

written in English, such as newspaper, magazine, internet, product, television, and 

radio. As an international language, English is used by many people all over the 

world, either as the first or second language. Moreover, English is also the key to 
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open the doors to scientific and technical knowledge which is needed for the 

economics, politics, and educational development of the many countries in the world. 

     Understanding and learning English is not easy. Because it is a foreign language 

which has different characteristics from our own language, therefore, we have to learn 

many new aspect of language. 

       According to Fatmawati (2012), there are two aspects that must be mastered by 

the students in learning English, they are; language skill which are involving actual 

production such as speaking, writing and reception such as listening and reading, in 

supporting those skills the students have also have to master component skills or 

language competence such as grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, speaking and 

semantic. 

       Fatmawati also explains, the main goal of the teaching English is to take the 

students master is soon. But in the face, they were failed and even found many 

handicaps in learning process, even though they have studied English for long time. 

They are still facing some problems in grammar, phonology, spelling vocabulary, 

listening and speaking. It seems that the grammar is more difficult that the other 

aspects. 

       In Indonesia, English has been introduced in various levels of education. It starts 

from play group (PAUD), elementary school (SD), junior high school (SMP), senior 

high school (SMA), and up to university. Since this language taught in Indonesia 

school, there are many problems found which the teachers have to solve. 
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       The grammar is the most important part to be learnt in the process of acquiring a 

language, it is also the skill that must be mastered to help someone to use the 

language grammatically and meaningfully. It is very important either for teacher or 

students to have a good understanding the parts of grammar such as syntax (form), 

semantic (meaning), and pragmatic (use) in older they are able to communicate 

though language either oral or written from correctly and easily to be understood by 

others. But many students still less understand grammatical English sentence usually 

uses for requests to somebody to get information (Walter 2005: 64). 

      Interrogative sentence is important to study because it‟s one of the parts of the 

communications skill in English especially in speaking skill. Interrogative sentence is 

needed to express direct communication among people. It expresses how we ask for 

something such as asking for direction, permission and other expressions in human 

daily life activities. By understanding interrogative sentence, it will help us to be 

easier in our daily life communication in global era because English is global 

language which provides global communication. 

      There are several structural aspects that often cause problems to the students on 

make interrogative sentences. These aspects are difficult, because there are some 

elements of the sentence involved mainly modal, pronoun, verb, and adverb. 

      These things must be mastered well by the students if they want to make the 

sentences, otherwise they will find handicaps in understanding and using it. The 

mistake which they make, of course will annoy and distract the flow of the 
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communication. They can cause misunderstanding on the parts of the listener or the 

readers who receive the information that we communicate. 

     A similarly, Haryanti (2010) conducted research “The difficulties of learning 

speaking faced by the first year students at SMUN 1 Kraksaan- Probolinggo”. The 

result of the study showed that the students had difficulties with their speaking 

ability, particularly in terms of inhabitation (55%), noting to say (60%), 

pronunciation (40%), mother-tongue (87,5%), pronunciation (62,5%),vocabulary 

(62,5%) and grammar (50%). Furthermore, the result of this study also revealed with 

the ways to cope with the difficulty. The difficulty in inhibition was coped by getting 

more excises. When the students had nothing to say, they coped with improving 

vocabularies and pronunciation skill. The law participant caped with the teacher 

should give stimulus to make students active in class. The difficulty in difficulty in 

mother tongue was coped by looking up the dictionary to cheek the spelling. The 

difficulty in grammar was coped by studying grammar to improve their knowledge 

and trying difficulty of vocabulary was coped by studying to comprehend the 

differences of using noun, verb, adjective, verb, and adverb. 

     And also Fatmawati (2010), studied about “The analysis on students‟ difficulties 

in learning degrees of comparison at second grade students of SMP Dua Ciputat“. 

Based on the finding of this research, it could be concluded that the second grade 

students of SMP Dua Ciputat had more difficulties in distinguishing the usege   than 

making and forming the comparative and superlative forms. It was because they are 

confused how to make the comparative and superlative degrees. 
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       Accordingly, by considering the significance of the problems, the writer 

conducts a research on: „A study on the student‟s difficulties in using Interrogative 

sentence at the second grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Batu in academic year 2013/ 

2014‟. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

       Related to the statement described above, the writer formulated two 

research questions as follows: 

1. What are the students‟ difficulties in making Interrogative sentence at the 

second grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Batu in academic year 

2013/2014? 

2. What are factors contribute the student‟ difficulties of using Interrogative 

sentence at the second grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Batu in 

academic year 2013/2014? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

1. The fine out the student‟ difficulties in making Interrogative sentence at 

the second grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Batu in academic 

year 2013/2014. 

2. To find out the factors contribute the students‟ difficulties in making 

Interrogative sentence at the second grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Batu in academic year 2013/2014. 
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1.3 Significance of Study 

       The result of this research is expected to provide useful information for teacher 

to understand the students‟ difficulties, and hopefully it will help the teacher to solve 

the students‟ difficulties and improve the effectiveness of teaching process. In 

addition the result of the research will benefit for the students to be more active in 

learning to speak both in grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, spelling, intonation 

and etc. 

     By analyzing the students‟ difficulties in learning Interrogative sentence, the 

writer wishes the result of the research would be advantageous for the readers and 

also for him to enrich and improve him knowledge and skill as a candidate of English 

teacher. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

       The scope of this study is the ability of the second grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 2 Batu in using Interrogative sentence. The limitation of this study 

is focus in class at the second grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Batu in 

academic year 2013/2014 in using asking sentence. 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

      To get a clear concept of the terms which are used on the tittle, the writer 

presented them briefly in the following: 

1. Ability is a general word of mental power, native or acquire, enabling one to do 

something well (Fatmawati: 2010). 
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2. Interrogative sentence is needed to express direct communication among 

people. According to Walter (2005: 64) Asking sentence is usually put us to a 

request to somebody in older to get information.  

3. Difficulties the state or quality of being hard to do or to understand; the effort 

that something involves (Wahyuni: 2008) 


