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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter provides some points of discussion such as: background of the 

study, statement of problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and definition of key term. 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

In studying English language, students study four basic skills; listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. Each English skill has a different objective that has to 

be reached in order to master the language. Writing is one of the four language skills 

that should be taught to the students. Writing is very important because it is the 

medium of expressing ideas. It involves some language components (spelling, 

grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation). According to Suwarno (2009: 132), “Writing 

can be defined as a skill of communicating ideas through written symbols by 

organizing the ideas based on the rules of language system to convey meaning so that 

others can understand the message of the writer”. It means that we can communicate 

through writing.  

In fact, however, many students have difficulties in writing because they don’t 

have good mastery in vocabulary and grammar. Because of this, they feel reluctant to 

write. Khamim (2009: 157) stated that the students need media in learning writing; 

media make the students motivated to follow the whole instruction. The students pay 
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attention very much to the media because the media stimulate students’ discussion, 

writing, or critical thinking by experiencing variety of interesting movie pictures, and 

live sound. However, the media require the high capability of the teachers and not 

every school may provide multimedia equipment. 

It means that media motivate the students to think widely and to explore their 

ideas through writing. However, many schools may not provide the media needed by 

the teachers and many teachers can’t use media well. In addition, Dewi (2011) stated 

that teachers sometimes were not able to operate the media. 

In teaching writing, the teachers should prepare materials, methods and media 

that will be used in the teaching and learning process. The use of media is important 

in teaching writing because it can help the students understand the material better. 

The students can explore their ideas through media. According to Arsyad (2010: 2), 

media can be used as a tool for communication that makes the teaching learning 

process more effectively. It means that media is a tool that can be used to deliver 

information in the teaching and learning activities more effectively. Several media 

that can be used by the teachers are visual media such as pictures and cards; audio 

media such as tape recorder and audiovisual media like video and film. 

Sanjaya (2008: 227) stated that there are several principles that should be 

considered in the selection of the media, namely: (1) the media should be in 

accordance with the objective of the lesson, (2) the media should be in accordance 

with the learning material, (3) the media should be effective and efficient, (4) the 

media should be in accordance with the ability of the teachers. It means that the 

teachers should be careful in choosing the media for teaching learning process 
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because the media should be accordance with the objective of the lesson, material, 

and the ability of teachers.  

The previous research done by Dewi (2011) found that  English teachers at 

SMPN 1 Malang mostly used media such as flashcards, realia, whiteboard; audio 

visual media such as an LCD projector, a CD, a laptop, a cassette tape, speakers, a 

blackboard, and headsets and a tape. In addition, the students had positive response 

toward the media. In this case, they were interested in the media and; therefore, they 

became active. 

Another previous research conducted by Poppy (2009) found that the English 

teachers of SD Muhammadiyah 08 Dau, Malang used a simple media like  real 

objects, picture files, flash cards, pocket charts and a tape recorder. The teachers used 

the media depending on the material being taught. By using the media, the students 

were more interested in joining the English lesson, and the media helped the teachers 

transfer the material more easily. The problems faced by the teachers were that she 

couldn't use the sophisticated media like LCD projector and the school did not 

provide the media that she needed. 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in investigating the 

media used by the teachers, the problems that the teachers faces when using the 

media and the way the teachers faced the problem in using media in teaching writing 

for the students at MTs Hasanuddin, Pulorejo, Dawarblandong, Mojokerto. There are 

two differences between this study and the previous study. The first is the location of 

the object of the study. MTs Hasanuddin, Pulorejo, Dawarblandong, Mojokerto is in a 

small region whose media are not sophisticated like those used in city schools’. Based 
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on the preliminary observation done by the writer in MTs Hasanuddin, Pulorejo, 

Dawarblandong, Mojokerto, the English teachers had problems in using media like 

the number of LCD was limited, and the teachers didn’t know to use the media. The 

second is the previous study focused on using media in teaching English that includes 

speaking, writing, listening, and grammar while this study focuses on using media in 

teaching writing. Therefore, she is curious to do this study in this school. This study 

is expected to be meaningful in giving information and description of the media as a 

feedback for the teachers in teaching English especially writing. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What kinds of media do the English teachers use in teaching writing at MTs 

Hasanuddin Pulorejo Dawarblandong Mojokerto? 

2. What problems do the English teachers face in using media in teaching writing at 

MTs Hasanuddin Pulorejo Dawarblandong Mojokerto? 

3. How do the English teachers solve the problems in using media in teaching 

writing at MTs Hasanuddin Pulorejo Dawarblandong Mojokerto? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

Based on the problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To describe the media the English teachers use in teaching writing at MTs 

Hasanuddin Pulorejo Dawarblandong Mojokerto. 
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2. To describe the problems the English teachers face in using media in teaching 

writing at MTs Hasanuddin Pulorejo Dawarblandong Mojokerto. 

3. To describe the ways the English teachers solve the problems in using media in 

teaching writing at MTs Hasanuddin Pulorejo Dawarblandong Mojokerto. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contribution to English teachers. 

Practically, the result of this study is expected to give feedback to English teachers 

who want to teach English, especially writing, by using media in Junior High 

Schools. It is expected that it can give a contribution in increasing the effectiveness of 

using media in teaching writing so that the students are able to write more effectively. 

This study can be used as a reference for the next researchers who want to research 

teaching and learning activity using media. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

This research focuses on the media used in teaching writing, the problems 

faced by the teachers in using the media in teaching writing, the way the teachers 

solve the problems in using media in teaching writing at MTs Hasanuddin, Pulorejo, 

Dawarblandong, Mojokerto. Meanwhile, this study is limited to the two English 

teachers at MTs Hasanuddin, Pulorejo, Dawarblandong, Mojokerto. They teach 

English at seventh, eighth, and ninth grades.  
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1.6`Definition of the Key Terms 

The following terms are used in this thesis and need to be defined to avoid 

misunderstanding. 

1. Writing is a productive activity by which one can deliver his/her ideas to others in 

a written form (Susanti, 2009: 43). 

2. Media is a substance or a channel through which effects or information can be 

carried or transmitted (Buckingham, 2003: 1). 

3. Audio media is the media used by the teachers through ear sensory and used to 

check students’ competence in listening comprehension (Sabillah, 2001: 33). 

4. Visual media is the media that enable learners to gain the information or 

knowledge through their eyes sense (Sabillah, 2001: 31). 

5. Audiovisual media is the combination between seeing and hearing sensory 

(Sabillah, 2001: 36). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


