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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of problem, purpose 

of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation and definition of key term. 

They are presented consecutively in the following section.

1.1 Background of the Study

English is an international language. According to Arnold (2011) the 

importance of learning English cannot be rushing just step by step, and the English 

language connecting with globalized era. For the million people use English when 

they communicate with people from other countries. Modern era makes English 

become very important in Indonesia. So it is government’s responsibility to improve 

the English language in teaching learning process especially for elementary school.

English subject in elementary school is still important. The Minister of the 

Education and Culture of Republic of Indonesia (R.I/No.0487/4/1992) states that the 

elementary school can add an extra lesson in the curriculum as long as it does not 

contradict with the main lesson in the curriculum. Furthermore, starting from 1993, 

the Minister of the Education and Culture of Republic of Indonesia (No.060/U/1993) 

state that the English language can be introduced to the elementary school. It means 

that the elementary schools in Indonesia are allowed to give English lesson to be 

learnt. 
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TEYL (Teaching English for Young Learner) is important because in this 

stage, children have more time in learning foreign language. According to Sukarno 

(2012:58) teaching in elementary school gives the students’ English language 

competence in the golden age. 

Because they can memorize the vocabularies easier, than the students in junior or 

senior high school. It means the elementary school is the primary phase to learn 

English language.

 TEYL is emphasized to introduce the word and simple sentence, spell and 

pronounce the word. Young learners usually like a familiar topic such as food, animal 

and vehicle. According to Andres (2002:1) the most popular topic for young learner 

includes animal, food, part of body, number and letters of the alphabet.  It means that 

young learners interested with common topic in daily life like as vehicle, food and 

etc. 

When students of elementary school still do not understand English language, 

teacher will use mother language (Bahasa Indonesia) to translate the difficult 

vocabularies, so it is impossible the teacher uses English language during the class. 

Therefore, the teacher uses two or more languages to make students understand. In 

English term using two or more languages are called as code-mixing.

Bauer (2010) states that the code-mixing is behavior of bilingual refers to 

speaker use one language change to another in term of words or sentences. The 

teacher try to explain the lesson in Bahasa Indonesia to make the students understand 

the lesson. Sometimes, teachers got problem when deliver the material. They cannot 
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communicate with their ideas, and the code-mixing make the teaching and learning 

process easily.

A previous research conducted by Hayuningtyas (2012) entitle “The use of an 

analysis on code-mixing used by the first semester English Department students of 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang” in the English day held by Esa Progesio, 

found that the code-mixing are used by the first semester students during the 

conversation in the English day. Code-mixing supports conversation process, not all 

students understand well, use that way  make students more comfortable and easier to 

find out new vocabularies.   

Therefore, the researcher is interested in conducting a study on code-mixing 

applied by the fifth grade practical teachers in teaching in EYL course at University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. Furthermore, the reason why the researcher conducts this 

study, because the code-mixing often uttered by the practical teachers he/she when 

delivery the lesson to the students in the class.

1.2 Statement Problem

Related to the background mentioned above, the study attempts to find the 

answers of the following questions:

1.  What codes mixing used by the fifth grade practical teachers of EYL course 

academic year 2013 at University of Muhammadiyah Malang?

2. What is the practical teachers reasons in using code-mixing in teaching the 

fifth grade of EYL course academic year 2013 at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang?
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1.3 Purpose of Study

Based on the statement of the problems, the purposes of the study are:

1. To identify the codes mixing used by the fifth grade practical teachers of EYL 

course academic year 2013 at University of Muhammadiyah Malang.

2. To identify the practical teachers reasons using codes mixing by the fifth grade of 

EYL course academic year 2013 at University of Muhammadiyah Malang.

1.4 Significance of The Study

The results of this study are expected to be useful output for the following 

groups:

Practically, for the reader, it can be reference for the reader on how to teach 

and understand what young learners needs, moreover that the result of this study 

could be reference on how to communicate with the young learners deeply.

Theoretically, the result of the study provides information about code-mixing 

which is useful for the practical teacher in general, the practical teacher of EYL 

course of UMM particularly and the future researcher in the same object.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this study is code-mixing applied by the practical teacher in 

teaching the 5th grade students of EYL conducted by English Department at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The limitation of this study is the use of code-

mixing used by 20 practical teachers in the teaching the 5th grade students EYL 

Course in academic year 2013-2014, and the practical teachers’ reason using code-

mixing.
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1.6 Definition of Key Term
1. Code mixing is the use one or two language and change from one language to 

another. Based on Oladosu and Ajibola (2011:17) the use one to another language 

and uses two or more language and variation of language.

2. Young learners are children or students in the first grade to sixth grade of 

elementary school. According to Suyanto (2010:15) the young learner are students 

of elementary school (six or twelve years old).

3. Practical teacher is a student of university who is teaching under the supervision by 

the teacher under graduate degree in education. And the practical teachers EYL are 

students of seventh semester who take EYL II academic year 2013-2014.

4. English for Young Learner is one of elective course in English Department; it is for 

students who take six and seven semester. Based on Suyanto (2010:14) EYL is a 

learning English language for students of elementary school or young learner.


