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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents such topics as: background of study, statement of

problem, purpose of study, significance of study, and definition of key terms. Each

section is presented as follows.

1.1 Background of Study

People nowadays are living in a very global era. Their lives today are far away

different from people twenty years ago. They just need a few minutes to keep in

touch with their relatives and siblings who are far away from them. It is one of many

examples resulted from the development of the technology. However, it leads people

to live in a virtual world. As reported by “MarkPlus Insight” (2010) from their

research, there are six from ten youngsters in Indonesia who access internet more

frequent than other conventional media. These phenomena show us how technology

lives side by side with us. To keep up to date, people use internet in their daily lives.

Internet today has been a people lifestyle like Bagh and McKenna (2004)

argue that internet is fast becoming natural, background part of everyday life. They

also explain that people routinely turn to the internet to quickly find needed

information, such as about health condition and remedies, as well as weather forecast,

sports scores, and stock prices. It is emphasizing that people use internet for many

reasons. Internet also contributes to education that helps students to do their

responsibilities in learning. In addition, it can also be a very good media to promote a
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certain product because most of professionals and students access internet every day.

Therefore, they have a big opportunity for their business transaction.

The big numbers of people who want to share about a certain topic in what

they interested leads people to create a medium which can facilitate them to share

about their knowledge. It leads people to make a website in internet that is usually

called as an online forum then. The forum is categorized based on a certain topic such

as automotive, education, health, and also politic. The rapid development of internet

and also the increasing number of internet users lead to a situation where sharing in

internet has become a regular activity for people especially for digital native

generation. Consequently, the number of online forum is continuously increasing day

by day.

In this world, Alexa is a party that works in providing statistical data related to

the traffic that a website has. Its chart or rank can be considered as a parameter

whether a website is famous or not, and it is mostly used by many parties. Based on

Alexa’s chart (2013), Tonymacx86 Forum gets 18,366 for global rank that makes it as

Figure 1. Graphic showing the traffic of tonymacx86.com
Source: http://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/tonymacx86.com#trafficstats
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a famous online forum in the world that discusses about hackintosh1 . The statistic

shows also that the index of daily pageviews per visitor is at 4.39. It means that every

member or visitor of tonymacx86.com visit the forum four times a day on average. It

shows how people are interested in that forum so they visit it frequently every day.

Moreover, the visitors in Tonymacx86 are not only teenagers or young professionals

but also adult professionals who have their interest in hackintosh. They are involved

in a discussion about the topic. In addition, they may come from different ethnic or

race because internet has made the distance is not a big problem to have a

communication. As a result, no matter where people come from, they are still able to

join the forum as long as they are connected to internet.

However, as human being, people need to hold a communication which needs

a language as a tool. Wardaugh (2006:1) defines language as what the members of

particular society speak. People employ a language as a code to transmit substances

they would like to share about. Language is primarily spoken, although it can be

transferred to another way, such as written. As a consequence of the technology

development, there is a new kind of communication which is known as Computer-

Mediated Communication (CMC). December (in Bubas: 2001) argues that Computer-

Mediated Communication is a kind of computer-based communication process in

particular context that creates a process of shaping media for many purposes. From

his claim, it is clear that in some cases in the global era, communication is also done

1 Hackintosh is installing Mac OS X on non-Apple hardware—used to require extremely restricted
hardware choices and quite a bit of know-how (lifehacker, http://lifehacker.com/the-always-up-to-
date-guide-to-building-a-hackintosh-o-5841604)
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by taking benefit from interconnected computers which is recently known as an

internet technology.

As a result, languages are possibly changing as far as culture develops due to

the existing of the virtual communication. It creates many variations in using

language. It is in line with what Wardaugh (2006:4) says that the language we use in

everyday living is remarkably varied. He adds also that no one speaks the same way

all the time and people constantly exploit the nuances of the languages they speak for

a wide variety of purposes (Wardaugh:2006:5). The use of language variation itself is

influenced by many factors, such as linguistic environment, social background, non-

linguistic factor, etc. Every language has different variation since its characteristics

are commonly different one to another. Consequently, since they communicate in a

community where they have the same interest, this circumstance is likely encouraging

them to use a certain vocabulary as a “code” of what they are talking about. Those

areas of studies is defined as sociolinguistic in which Holmes (2003) states that the

focus of sociolinguistic studies especially its variations are to illuminate the

relationship between language and social structure more generally. However, the kind

of variation existing in a particular group or social context is called as a register.

Wardaugh (2006:52) claims that registers are set of language items associated with

discrete occupational or social groups.

There have been several studies about register. For instance, Sawiyah (2007)

conducted a research entitled A Study about Register in Buna Avia Persada Training

Center which focused on type of register and Yulia (2009) with her research in

immigration office in Malang. Both of them found that there are two types of
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registers which are used as their research subjects such as formal registers and

informal registers. Sawiyah found 40 formal registers and 3 informal used in Bina

Avia Training Center; while Yulia (2009) found 20 formal registers and 3 informal

registers in Malang immigration office. Another study was conducted by Lestari

(2012) who studied about the type of register and its word formation used by the

commentator of Moto GP in Trans 7 such as borrowing, derivation, acronym,

compounding.

However, language cannot be separated in people’s lives every day. They

always use it to communicate and to interact each other. They also use it in their

sharing in the online forum. They do their communication by using their register. By

this research, there will be reference about register in the Tonymacx86 online forum

so that new insiders can get many information and knowledge. For common people or

people in other disciplines, it is like the analogy of English for Specific Purposes

(ESP). It has many registers in each discipline but it is still important to be known by

people outside the discipline because it will be very beneficial when they get a topic

about certain discipline.

Due to that reasons, researcher is interested in observing the use of register in

an online forum about hackintosh named tonymacx86. By this research, the way of

people communicating and involving themselves into society can be identified;

accordingly, we can place ourselves in a right way while communicating.
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1.2 Statement of Problem

Based on the description on the background of the study above, this study is

conducted to find out the answer of some problems in relation with the discussion

above. The statement of problems can be defined as follows:

1. What register(s) do the members of Tonymacx86 online forum use?

2. What are the factors influencing the register(s) used by the members of

Tonymacx86 online forum?

1.3 Purpose of Study

Concerning the problems mentioned above, the objectives of this study are

aimed:

1. To investigate the registers used by the members of Tonymacx86 online forum.

2. To find the factors which influence them to use registers.

1.4 Significance of Study

By conducting this study, the researcher expects that this research can provide

actual information for students and educators about registers which are used by the

members of online forum which has an interest in hackintosh. It shows how registers

help the community members to have their communication. It is expected that they

will have a reference about sociolinguistics study particularly in register to enrich

their knowledge about register and its application in the society.

For those who are interested in hackintosh and would like to join an online

forum, researcher expects that they will know and understand the registers in the field

of hackintosh so they can communicate effectively.
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For other researchers, the result of this research hopefully can be a reference

for sociolinguistic studies specifically about registers used in a community

particularly in hackintosh community in a virtual communication. Therefore, other

researchers can develop other researches well.

For English Department, the result of this research will be such research report

which can be collected with other research reports to be an album of research which

was conducted by the students. It can also be developed further to be a journal of

students’ research which consists of some research reports which are sorted based on

certain topics or fields.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

In this case, researcher only focuses on the registers that the members of

Tonymacx86 online forum particularly in “Native Ivy Bridge CPU and GPU Power

Management” thread2 are using. The limitations of this study are only the postings

which contain registers and the questionnaires are only distributed to the members of

Tonymacx86 online forum in that thread.

1.6 Definition of Key Terms

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the terms which are used in this

study, the writer defines the key terms as follows:

1. Register is a term which is used to represent the language varieties

characteristic in a particular situation of use (Eckert, & Rickford, 2003: 239).

2 Thread is connected group of pieces of writing on the Internet, where people are talking about a
prticular subject (Cambridge Advance Learner’s Dictionary, 2008)
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2. Tonymacx86 is an online forum talking about the issues on hackintosh and its

development. It is a big forum with the number of threads is 85,428, posts:

537,814, and 591,930 total members.


