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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 For the purpose to provide clear understanding in conducting this research, 

this chapter discusses some topics related to background of study, problem of study, 

purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. Each section is presented as below: 

 

1.1  Background of the Study 

Language has an important role for human daily life in society. By using 

language, people can interact, share their ideas, and transfer their thought or get some 

information from each other. Trudgill (1983: 254) states that language is not simply a 

means of communicating information about the weather or any subject. It is the main 

point to hold relationship with other people. 

 A language is also a system of arbitrary verbal symbol which members of a 

speech community use as a means of communication to interact and express their 

ideas, feeling and thought (Wardhaugh, 2006: 152). A study about language is called 

linguistic. People use language to communicate with their society. 

Related with society, one of the linguistic branches is called Sociolinguistic. It 

studies the relation between language and society. Sociolinguistic may be usefully 

define as the study of variation in language, or more precisely of variation within 

speech communities. 
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 According to Spolsky (1998: 62), sociolinguistics is the field that studies the 

relation between language and society, between the uses of language and the social 

structures in which the users of language live. It is a field that analyzes language as 

part of social property. The study explores the functions and the varieties of language, 

the contacts between different languages, attitudes of people towards language use 

and users, changes of language, as well as plans on language. 

 There are many factors that may impact to language in society such as 

technology, advancement and culture influences. Trask (1999: 258) states that the 

development of language is influenced by society itself, so there are many kinds of 

language variation. They are including dialect, register, slang, colloquial, vernacular, 

accent, pidgin, and jargon. In this study, the researcher intends to discuss one of those 

variations of language, which is jargon. 

 Jargon is a language created for specific functions by the people who engage 

in them regularly (Chaika, 1982: 34). It is used only for the activity which is created 

by the people. For example, jargon used to communicate only in a specific group in 

order to make their conversation easy tounderstand for their group. 

 According to Allan Burridge (2006: 56), jargon is a lexically specialized 

technical terms for certain profession or group which are used in both written or 

spoken. It usually used among people who share a common specialized terms, habits 

of word usage, and form of expression. On the other hand, Fromkin and Rodman 

(2003: 475) state that jargon is a set of words that is used in conceivable science, 

profession, trade, and occupation. Usually the groups in society use jargon to have 
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their own specific language. Therefore, they can give a person a sense of belonging to 

a specific group. In other words, some groups use jargon in order to show their 

identity. 

 There are some studies related with Jargons. Yuli (2007) studied about jargon 

used in “Ikatan Gaya Arema (IGAMA)” East Java. In her thesis, she found that there 

were 205 jargons used by IGAMA members. Jargon was found in four languages 

such as English, Indonesia, Javanese and Sundanese. From that study, the researcher 

can learn that the jargon are used to make communication easier and funny, even hold 

good relationship between each other. Furthermore, Febriani (2007) has conducted a 

study about jargon used at Friendster testimonial in Indonesia and the result of her 

study showed that there were 30 jargons found and used in Friendster testimonial in 

Indonesia. Many words come from acronym and abbreviation. Based on her thesis, 

the researcher has already known the advantages of using jargon in Friendster 

testimonial. By using jargon, communication will be simple, quick, and easier. 

 Based on the two previous researches, the researcher in this research is 

interesting to analyze jargon with different subject. In this research, the researcher 

analyzes the jargon used by IkatanWaria Malang community in their daily 

conversation. It is done because their conversation using jargon are very unique and 

different from the other speech community. Besides, people using jargon not always 

in local language but also International language, so that by using jargon people will 

get more knowledge and in depth meaning both of that language, which is 

International or local language. It is proved that not all of the other language users 
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understand the jargon. By doing this research, people can learn a lot about the jargon. 

Although not all of people will be the users of the jargon, at least they know the 

meaning of jargon itself. Through this research, people can gain an understanding of 

the fundamental role language plays in the everyday social world. 

 The differences between Yuli’s research, Febriani’s research and this research 

are on the subject of the research and also on the area that the researchers did their 

research. This research is concern on Jargon used by IkatanWaria Malang 

community. 

 

1.2  Statement of the Problems 

Following the background of study, the researcher formulates statement of the 

problems in order to explain what this research talking about. These are: 

1. What are the jargons found in Ikatan Waria Malang community in their daily 

conversation? 

2. What are the word formation processes found in jargons used by Ikatan Waria 

Malang community in their daily conversation? 

3. What are the meaning of jargons used by Ikatan Waria Malang community in 

their daily conversation? 
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1.3  Purposes of the Study 

In line with statement of the problems formulated above, this research is 

conducted with the purposes as below: 

1. To investigate the jargons found in Ikatan Waria Malang community in their 

daily conversation. 

2. To identify the word formation processes found in jargons used by Ikatan 

Waria Malang community in their daily conversation. 

3. To understand the meaning of jargons used by Ikatan Waria Malang 

community in their daily conversation. 

 

1.4  Significance of Study 

This section explains about the importance of this research. In writing this 

research, the researcher hopes the expected result. In this case, this research can give 

the advantages such as: 

1. For students, this research can give additional sources and information for 

studying sociolinguistic especially about jargon.  

2. For lecturers, this research can give additional references for teaching 

sociolinguistic especially when the subject is related with language variation 

in society. 

3. For the next researcher, this research can be the source for doing the next 

research about jargon with different subjects. It also gives additional 
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information about jargon used by Ikatan Waria Malang community in their 

daily conversation.  

 

1.5  Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is about the used of jargon. Furthermore, the 

researcher limits the research on the jargons used by Ikatan Waria Malang 

community in their daily conversation. 

 

1.6  Definition of Key Terms 

There are several key terms required clarification in order to avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation. The researcher defines the key terms as the 

following section: 

1. Language as a means of communication and particularly good in social roles, 

at maintaining social ties and influencing others. 

2. Jargon in this research is special language used by certain community of 

people for specific and certain situation or place. 

3. Ikatan Waria Malang is a community which consists of many warias only at 

Malang area and has their own purpose to give an appreciation especially 

about talent. 

 

 


