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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of 

the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Teaching English in Indonesia is considered as teaching a foreign language. 

According to Cremin (2009: 1), ‘Teaching and learning English is, at its richest, an 

energising, purposeful, and imaginatively vital experience for all involved, 

developing youngsters’ competence, confidence and creativity as well as building 

positive attitudes to learning’. Teaching English as a foreign language faces many 

challenges, especially in delivering the materials and helping the students to master 

every basic skill. Teaching English in Senior High School involves four basic skills, 

they are reading, listening, writing, and speaking. According to Patel and Jane 

(2008:113), reading is very useful and important skill for people. It is a source of 

joys. Good reading keeps the students regular in reading which provide them with 

both pleasure and profit. Moreover, Grabe and Stoller (2013) state that reading can be 

thought of as a way to draw information from a text and to form an interpretation of 

that information.  
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There are several components that influence the teaching learning process to 

make an active reading class, such as the teacher, students, methods, facilities and 

environment. The teaching learning process can be done effectively when all of the 

components support each other to achieve the goal. It will be more attractive if the 

teacher establishes through the kinds of methods in the reading class to make the 

students interested in the teaching learning process and make them understand the 

material delivered by the teacher.  

According to Richards and Rodgers (2010:19): 

Method is the level at which theory is put into practice and at which 
choices are made about the particular skills to be taught, the content to be 
taught, and the order in which the content will be presented; technique is the 
level at which classroom procedures are described.  

 

They also state that method is an overall plan for the orederly presentation of 

language material, no part of which contradicts, and all of which is based upon, the 

selected approach. ‘A teaching method is characterised by a set of principles, 

procedures or strategies to be implemented by teachers to achieve desired learning in 

students’ (Lina & Shi 2007, in Peter 2008). 

 Reading is a process of understanding written language. It has some 

difficulties to be mastered. Firstly, the students get difficulties to answer the questions 

especially to find out main ideas and inferences. Secondly, the students face 

difficulties to paraphrase the texts. Thirdly, they cannot interpret the main idea with 

specific details. Consequently, the teacher has to have the best method to make the 

students understand the text and also can achieve the goal of the teaching learning 

process. Dealing with the case, the most suitable method is needed to solve the 
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problems. In addition, the suitable methods in teaching reading does not only help the 

teacher solve the students’ difficulties but also helps him/her to make the effective 

teaching learning process. It is assumed that the methods used by the teacher are 

suitable for the students to improve their reading ability. 

 The previous research conducted by Nurul (2013) on the methods used in 

teaching English in the second grade in the international class at SMP AL-Izzah 

Islamic Boarding School Batu showed that the method used in teaching reading in 

junior high school level was direct method. The teacher applied the method through 

three stages, they were pre-teaching activities, whilst teaching activities and post 

teaching activities.  

Moreover, the research conducted by Dyan (2008) on the methods of teaching 

English used by student-teachers of the eight semester of the English Department of 

the University of Muhammadiyah Malang at SMAN 02 Batu indicated that the two 

methods used in teaching reading in the senior high school level were the direct 

method and grammar translation method. The teacher implemented those methods 

through three stages, they were pre-activities, whilst-activities, post-activities.  

Furthermore, Herliana (2004) who studied about the methods of teaching 

English skills of the first year students at SMUN 3 Probolinggo found that the teacher 

combined the communicative approach and grammar translation method in teaching 

reading.  

 From the above description, the writer would like to investigate the methods 

used by the English teacher of MAN Malang 1 who teaches reading at the second 

grade of Acceleration class. This study will be different from the previous researchers 
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who found the methods used by the teachers in teaching reading in the junior high 

school and senior high school levels. Since the materials of the reading class in every 

grade are different, consequently the English teacher might use the different methods 

in teaching reading. Moreover, the students of the acceleration class are selected 

students who have different levels ahead in the teaching learning process, so the 

writer wants to know their perception about the methods used by their teacher in 

teaching reading. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates three statement of 

the problems as follows: 

1. What methods does the teacher use in teaching reading at second grade of 

Acceleration class of MAN Malang 1? 

2. How does the teacher use the methods in teaching reading at second grade of 

Acceleration class of MAN Malang 1? 

3. How is the students’ perception about the methods used by the teacher in teaching 

reading at second grade of Acceleration class of MAN Malang 1? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 Based on the statement of the problems, the general purposes of the study are 

stated as follows: 

1. To describe the methods used by the teacher in teaching reading at second grade of 

Acceleration class of MAN Malang 1. 
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2. To describe the way the teacher uses the methods in teaching reading at second 

grade of Acceleration class of MAN Malang 1. 

3. To analyze the students’ perception about the methods used by the teacher in 

teaching reading at second grade of Acceleration class of MAN Malang 1. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

This study has two kinds of siginificance, they are practical and theoritical 

significance. Practically, the result of this study will be useful for the English 

teachers. It can give them important information about the kinds of methods that can 

be used in teaching reading to make the teaching learning process more effective. 

Moreover, by knowing the students’ perception about the methods used by the 

teacher in teaching reading, it will give feedback and reflection for the English 

teachers to improve the use of methods in teaching reading and choose the most 

suitable methods for the different activities in the reading class.  Theoritically, this 

study will give a good contribution for the students of English department who will 

have the same topic for their study. It will be as a supporting source that shows the 

evidence about the certain topic related to their thesis.  

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is the methods used by the teacher in teaching reading, 

the way the teacher uses the methods in teaching reading and the students’ perception 

about the methods used by the teacher in teaching reading. This study is limited on 

one of the English teachers of MAN Malang 1 who teaches the second grade of 
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acceleration class and the students of the second grade of the acceleration class of 

MAN Malang 1.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding of the key terms used in this study, the writer 

gives some definitions of the key terms as follows: 

 Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, 

setting the condition for learning (Brown, 2000). In this study, teaching is an activity 

where the teacher gives the materials to the students in the classroom. 

 Reading can be thought of as a way to draw information from a text and to 

form an interpretation of that information (Grabe and Stoller, 2013). In this study, 

reading is an activity that the students do to comprehend the content of a text. 

 Method is the level at which theory is put into practice and at which choices 

are made about the particular skills to be taught, the content to be taught, and the 

order in which the content will be presented; technique is the level at which 

classroom procedures are described (Richards and Rodgers, 2010). In this study, 

method is a teacher’s way in teaching and delivering the materials to the students in 

the teaching learning process. 

 Perception is the interpratation of what is sensed (Santrock, 2001). In this 

study, perception is a students’ reaction toward the methods used by their teacher in 

the teaching learning process. 
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 Acceleration is the learning process that allows the students to finish the 

materials faster (Team of DEPDIKNAS 2007:25). In this study, acceleration program 

is the program that has a faster teaching learning process than the general classes. 

 


