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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of The Study 

Learning a second language is a complex work. It needs many specific 

ways and strategies which involve both learners` struggle and language skill in 

acquiring process. It is widely believed that all of students employ their various 

ways and strategies once they learn a second language. These various ways are 

wrapped in a term named as learning strategies. Oxford (1990) defined learning 

strategies as steps or plans highly taken by students to facilitate learning activity 

to be easier, faster, more effective, more enjoyable, and more self- directed. 

Learning strategies are consciously chosen by learners based on their learning 

goal which is concerned on written or spoken language.  

There are many benefits of employing learning strategies. Firstly the 

potential benefit of learning strategies is to build students` independent and self 

regulated ability develops in an orderly way (Wenden, 1991 cited in Ellis, 

1994). Moreover, language learning strategies encourage students to have self-

direction because they will not always be guided by the teacher all the time 

outside the classroom (Oxford, 1990). Despite that, it is also important for the 

teacher to know what language learning strategies are used by their students in 

mastering a lesson, because it will help the teacher to decide the appropriate 

teaching strategies or methods in a class.  

In the ideal condition students capable of employing various language 

learning strategies to process new information and improve their language skill 
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whether in conscious or unconscious behavior (Fedderholdt, 1997 cited in 

Hismanoglu, 2000; Hismanoglu, 2000). The behavior above might also happen 

in learning English grammar that most of learners consider it as the most 

difficult English skill rather than writing, speaking, listening and reading. In 

reality, the implementation of learning strategies may appear in contradictory. 

Students are faced with many difficulties while they are learning English 

grammar that drives them to the trouble learning. So, automatically students 

attempt to find the accessible and easy strategy that is believed as the most 

appropriate strategy on it. This condition might happen in the learners` area, 

specifically on the first year students because they need to adapt the learning 

education environment. 

First year students are considered as the early adult. In this stage they 

slowly behave as mature as adult persons. This phase encourages them to adapt 

from the senior high school education, where they were accustomed to be spoon 

fed, to be new independent students at university. This transition forces them to 

be accustomed to the new educational environment, especially on learning 

strategies. Hence, in this case the researcher wants to analyze the learning 

strategies applied by first year students to cope the situation on the new 

education environment, particularly on grammar skill. 

Waskito (2005) examined the learning strategies used by second 

semester students year 2004-2005 at English department of University 

Muhammadiyah Malang in mastering vocabulary and the most frequent of it. He 

found that his research subject employed various strategies, such as cognitive 

strategies, meta-cognitive strategies, memory strategies, affective strategies, 
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social strategies, mnemonic strategies and semantic strategies to learn 

vocabulary.  Meanwhile, the frequent learning strategies employed by the 

students were semantics strategies. Semantic strategies were focused on the 

students` ability to guess and infer language meaning. Based on the finding 

above, the researcher concluded that the semantic strategies were frequently 

used because these strategies supported students understanding and 

remembering particularly on vocabulary mastery. Besides, those strategies 

enhanced students` creativeness to guess the meaning of words and apply them 

on the sentences. 

Furthermore, Hartatik (2008) investigated the learning strategies 

employed by high achiever students and the most affecting factor of it. This 

research study was also conducted at English Department of University 

Muhammadiyah Malang. In this research she found that cognitive strategies, 

meta-cognitive strategies, memory related strategies, compensatory strategies, 

affective strategies and social strategies were used by high achiever students in 

mastering English language. Moreover, the external factors were the dominant 

factor on students learning strategies choice. It was concluded that the success of 

high achiever students were not only influenced by their internal factors, such as 

motivation and skill, but also external factors. 

The former study was conducted using descriptive quantitative design 

and the latter was descriptive qualitative design. Both research studies above 

examined the same topic but they were aimed for different results and purposes. 

While in this study, the researcher uses the descriptive qualitative design which 

is aimed to get exhaustive comprehension of the topic. Moreover, the data are 
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collected in the form of words rather than numbers. This research is concerned 

on language learning strategies applied by first year students, especially second 

semester students at English Department of University Muhammadiyah Malang, 

on mastering grammar. 

The reason for choosing English Department of University 

Muhammadiyah Malang is because it has a high standard of education which is 

proved by the qualified English lectures. Moreover, English department is able 

to produce skilled English teachers with many supporting excess such as 

translators, entrepreneurs, tourist guides and English teachers for young learner. 

From all points above, it can be concluded that English department of University 

Muhammadiyah Malang is a perfect choice for conducting this research study. 

 

1.2. Statements of Problem 

For guiding this study the researcher formulates the problems as follows: 

a. What are the language learning strategies applied by first year students in 

mastering grammar at English department University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang? 

b. What are the factors influencing first year students to choose the 

language learning strategies in mastering grammar at English department 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

 

1.3. Purposes of Study 

To answer the research problems, the researcher states the purposes as 

follows: 
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a. to find out the language learning strategies applied by first year students 

in mastering grammar at English department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang 

b. to find out the factors influence first year students to choose the language 

learning strategies in mastering grammar at English department 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

 

1.4. Significance of  The Study 

The researcher`s objective of this study is to give accurate explanation 

about the language learning strategies used by students in learning grammar and 

the factor influence it, specifically for them who got the average score >80 and 

<69 in grammar subject. The result of this study hopefully can be considerable 

information for all. 

First of all, the significance is for English teachers, especially on 

grammar subject. It can be employed as guideline to choose appropriate 

teaching techniques, strategies or methods to facilitate students in attaining their 

learning goal.  

The second significance is for the students. The researcher hopes that 

students will take responsibility to find their appropriate learning strategies, 

because the appropriate learning strategies create better result in acquiring and 

learning English. The students can adopt and try to make change on their 

language learning strategies by employing wide varieties of language learning 

strategies which relate to their learning needs to deal with the lesson. 
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Additionally, this research is able to give beneficence and reference for 

future researchers. It can support them to conduct another research study on 

language learning strategies.  

The last significance of this research is for the readers. It is purposed to 

drive their interest in educational field, moreover it can give considerable 

knowledge about teaching and learning, especially on second language 

acquisition. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

To have straight and unbiased study, the researcher confines the study on 

certain topic. Among the language component, the researcher bounds the scope 

of this study on the language learning strategies applied in mastering grammar 

skill and the factor influence students to choose the language learning strategies. 

The researcher does not restrict the grammar on certain subject because it will 

provide a narrow scope.  

In addition, the researcher limits the study on the first year students. In 

this case the first year students are taken from the second semester students 

academic years 2013-2014 who have been selected with the definite criteria. 

From then on, the total numbers of the selected participants are confined into 

two participants. This is purposefully done to get rich comprehension of the 

topic discussed.  
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1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher defines the key terms related to the title of this research; 

the aim is to get exact interpretation. The key terms are defined as follow: 

1. Language Learning Strategy 

Oxford (1990, p.8) defines “learning strategy as specific steps and actions 

taken by the learner to make the learning process easier, faster, more 

enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to 

new situation.” Furthermore, as cited in Zare (2012, p.163) O`Malley and 

Chamot (1990) defines that “learning strategy is a special thoughts or 

behaviors that individuals use to help them comprehend, learn, or retain 

new information.” 

2. Grammar 

Wales (2001, cited in Alduais, 2013 p.37) defines grammar as “a level or 

component of language subsumed under the general level of form, distinct 

from meaning and sound, specifically the words, phrases and clauses of 

which sentences are composed.”  


