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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents background of the study, problem of the study,

objective of the study, scope and limitation of the study, significance of the study,

and definition of the key terms.

1.1 Background of the Study

Trilling (n. d. , in Booth, Hunter, and May, 2006: 2) has stated, ‘Literature

is the human activity that takes the fullest and the most precise account of

variousness, possibility, complexity, and difficulty’. It can be argued that

literature has some characteristics that reflect to the human life. It describes about

the human thought, feeling, behavior, and attitude that happen in our daily

activities. It is very interesting, it not only shares lots of information such as

culture and tradition but it also gives us entertainment. One of the most recent

form of literature is novel.

According to Macmillan (1987:491), ‘Novel is a long work of narrative

prose fiction’. Furthermore, ‘A novel can create the fullness, complexity, and

ongoing flow of life itself’ (Macmillan, 1984:579). Thus, it is believed that novel

is a kind of writing which presents a variety of human daily activities. The author

often uses beautiful language in the aim to make the story interesting and to attract

the readers’ attention through imagination and abstraction.

The most common abstraction used by the author is figurative language.

According to Macmillan (1987: 261), ‘Figurative language consists
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expressions that are not literally true but express some truth beyond the literal

level’. Figurative language is also a language that employs figures of speech. It is

expressions that suggest more than their literal meaning, whether it is presented

implied or direct comparisons that give readers the experience of abstraction or of

an emotion (Schmidt, Bogarad, and Crockett, 2006:1399). It means that figurative

language shows the deeper meaning other than what it says in which enables

readers to bring out the emotion and understand the meaning of something vividly.

Moreover, the use of figurative language allows the author to provide the

effectiveness of saying certain meaning rather than the real statement in creating a

story. It is widely believed that the most successful stories are characterized by

compression that can be done by using figurative language. Thomas and Johnson

(2006: 274) has stated, ‘The writer’s aim is to say as much as possible as briefly

as possible. It means only that nothing is wasted and that the author chooses each

words and detail carefully for maximum effectiveness’. It shows that the author

chooses each word selectively but meaningfully through figurative language.

There are many kinds of figurative language that can be used to illustrate things in

different ways other than its real meaning such as hyperbole, personification,

metaphor, and understatement that can be found in novel.

In addition, to gain the author’s ideas, feeling, thought, and experience, the

readers must be able to interpret the meaning of the figurative language. However,

it sometimes difficult, not only needs imagination and deep understanding, but

also an explicit knowledge about figurative language itself. It is fully needed to
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comprehend the theory of figurative language in order to graph the meaning of the

story and to avoid misinterpretation.

Some previous studies dealing with figurative language has been done in

poem or song lyric by some researchers. One of them is conducted by Shinta

Ambarsari (2013) a student of Muhammadiyah University Malang who conducted

an investigation in the song “Heal the World” by Michael Jackson, focusing on

analyzing the figurative language and the message of its song lyric. She found out

hyperbole, repetition, personification, and antithesis. Furthermore, she also

revealed the message of the song which was talking about how to solve the

problem without war. It could be overcome by promoting diplomatic or peace way

in order to avoid suffering, fear, and trauma for all people over the world. It is

maintained that figurative language can be found in any kind of literary work such

as song. Besides, it enables the author to express certain message or idea

effectively and enjoyable.

Based on the previous research, figurative language is very interesting and

essential to study. Additionally, it also can be found in novel frequently than in a

song lyric. Similarly, having a good capability in interpreting the meaning of

figurative language is even more crucial with an eye to comprehend the author’s

purpose that delivered through story. Furthermore, discussing figurative language

in novel will be more exciting because it has not been researched yet by other

researchers. Eventually, this study is distinct from the previous research above in

which the researcher is identifying the kinds and then describing the meaning of
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each figurative language found in novel but does not explain the message of the

author in the story.

Concerning on the importance of figurative language in novel and the

difficulties of interpreting its meaning, the researcher is interested in analyzing the

figurative language in “Two Little Girls in Blue” novel. The researcher selects this

novel because it tells an exciting story of kidnapping the three years old twin girls

who apparently had a special language and communication known only to them,

which helps to keep one alive and reveal the criminals. Besides, this novel

consists of many different kind of figurative languages which are appear mostly in

the dialogue performed by the supporting characters. This novel is also very

popular and written by well-known author, Mary Higgins Clark.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Based on the above explanation the writer formulates the problem as

follows:

1. What kinds of figurative languages are used by the minor characters in Mary

Higgins Clark’s novel “Two Little Girls in Blue”?

2. What are the meaning of those figurative languages?

1.3 Purpose of the Study

Related to the statement above, the writer formulates the purpose of this

study as follows:

1. To discover the kinds of figurative language used by the minor characters in

Mary Higgins Clark’s novel “Two Little Girls in Blue”.

2. To explain the meaning of those kinds of figurative languages.
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1.4 Significance of the Study

Researcher hopes that the finding of this research gives a great

contribution for readers particularly who are concern in figurative language.

In the first place, the result of this study is valuable for English

Department students as a reference in getting sources related to figurative

language to improve their knowledge about the material of figurative language.

Moreover, it can be used as a guidance to practice interpreting figurative language

in certain text.

Second, English lecturers, the finding of this research can be used as the

material in teaching figurative language. The teacher may shows to the students

that learning figurative language can be done in fun way through reading novel in

which it will attract the students’ attention.

Third, the next researchers, the finding of this research is useful for

students who are interested in investigating figurative language in the future. They

can consult the procedure on analyzing figurative language to this research’s

result when they want to conduct similar research.

Finally, this research’s finding enrich the theory of figurative language

itself which is more understandable by students since they sometimes find

difficulties to apprehend the theory from the original text or source.

1.4 Scope and Limitation of the Study

In order to avoid the broadening discussion, the scope of this study was

focused on the use of the figurative language and the meaning of words based on

figurative language only in the Mary Higgins Clark’s Novel “Two Little Girls in
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Blue”. In this study, the analysis was limited on the figurative language used only

by minor characters. They were Margaret (the twin's mother), and Angie Ames

(the twin’s kidnapper). It was because they had a significant role in the world of

kidnapping the twins and whose characters were extremely different.

1.5 Definition of the Key Terms

To avoid misinterpretation about the terms, the writer defines the

important terms which are related to this research as follows:

1. Figurative language is a language that consists of figure of speech in

which it is cannot be understand literally (Thomas and Johnson, 2006:

715). It is the author’s language used to describe persons, things, and

ideas using comparisons or abstraction that is being studied.

2. Characters are the people or players in the story and their conflicts

(Schmidt, Bogarad, and Crockett, 2006: 1382). Minor character is one or

more secondly whose function is partly to illuminate the major characters

(DiYanni, 2002: 54-55). Minor characters are actors and actresses in the

novel of “Two Little Girls in Blue” who play a great role in supporting

the main characters in the story.

3. Two Little Girls in Blue is the title of novel written by Mary Higgins

Clark which is being investigated.

4. Mary Higgins Clark is an American suspense author who wrote the novel

of “Two Little Girls in Blue”.

5. Novel is a kind of long work of narrative prose fiction (Macmillan, 1987:

491). It is the book that covers the story of “Two Little Girls in Blue”.


