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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter contains: background of study, statement of problem, purpose of 

study, significance of study, scope and limitation, definition of key term, and 

previous study. Each of them will be as follow. 

1.1 Background 

Language takes the important parts in human life. To begin communication 

people uses the language as a best way to connect each other, especially to share the 

information, knowledge, experience and culture. One of the language that promises to 

connect the people around the world is English, since it established to be an 

international language.  

Wardhaugh (2005:1) argues that any discussion of the relationship between 

language and society, or of the various functions of language in society, should begin 

with some attempts to define each of these terms. Society is any groups of people 

who are drawn together for a certain purpose or purposes. By such a definition 

‘society’ becomes a very comprehensive concept, it revealed how useful such a 

comprehensive view is because of the very different kinds of societies this course of 

various discussion are considerable. Comprehensive definition of language is 

attempted equally: a language is what the members of a particular society speak. 

However, speech in almost any society can take many very different forms, and just 

what forms that have to choose to discuss when people attempt to describe the 
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language of a society may prove to be a contentious matter. Sometimes society may 

use plurilingual; that is, many speakers may use more than one language, to define 

language. Moreover the definitions of language and society are not independent: the 

definition of language includes in it a reference to society.  

The people interaction in social communication frequently bought vary topics, 

and sometime the uses of joke can’t be avoided even in serious communication. A 

joke in Stand-up comedy just similar with the jokes in social life, the difference is 

located on the condition of the joke that apply, in stand-up comedy joke deliver in a 

show and the comedian deliver joke by their self just like story telling. 

According to Double (2005:20), the history of stand-up comedy originated 

from the work of jesters, commedia dell' arte, Shakespearean clowns, British music 

hall comedians, and American vaudeville entertainers. Double also mentions late 19th 

- century lecturers such as Mark Twain, who started to entertain their audiences 

successfully by telling humorous stories and jokes and by creating uneducated 

characters who spoke in strong dialect. 

 Attardo (2001:62) calls stand-up comedy "a highly artificial, scripted genre." It 

represents a genre in which a single comedian comes on stage with a microphone and 

starts a performance in front of an audience. The comedian's performance principally 

consists of a succession of short joking stories and one-liners that are usually 

presented in a monologue without interruptions by the audience. 
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Stand-up comedians use figurative language as a basic strategy and weapon for 

their joking material.  The uses of figurative language help the joke tellers to express 

their real intention without using direct and offensive language. Wordplay, 

ambiguous terms, and implication are only some of the techniques which can be used 

to express the joke tellers' aggressiveness and to accomplish presenting their joke 

material. Furthermore, figurative language also have contribution to shared 

knowledge.  

Stand-up comedy deliver the differences in the term of using the words in their 

speech, the comedian use the wordplay to entertain the audience by using the double 

meaning in their jokes. Ross (1998:7) emphasizes the importance of the double 

meaning of a word when he states that "an ambiguity, or double meaning, which 

deliberately misleads the audience" can be considered "the most obvious feature of 

much humor." Wordplay can be performed in various forms, including punning, 

sarcasm, mocking, or banter. In his stand-up show Seinfeld engage the audience by 

using the wordplay technique and playing the meaning of the certain words. 

 “Linguistic Aspects of Verbal Humor in Stand-up Comedy” by Jeannine 

Schwarz (2010). Schwarz analyzed the Steven Wright performance, and characterize 

the Wright personalities, humor technique, examining the style, and the joke strategy. 

She found out humor theory and joke strategy in Steven Wright performance such as; 

ridicule, hyperbole, self-depreciation, repetition, wordplay, and etc. Schwarz do her 

research very complex, almost every parts of stand-up performance.  
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The Schwarz research has been inspired the writer to do the research about the 

wordplay in Jerry Seinfeld’s “I’m Telling You for the Last Time” stand-up show, 

although the writer just focused on the wordplays. Moreover the wordplay being the 

interest of the writer because, the writer though it such genius technique to pull the 

laughter by use this technique. 

 

 

1.2. Statement of Problem 

 

Based on the background of study the problem of the research are: 

1.2.1. What are the wordplays in Jerry Seinfeld’s “I’m Telling 

You for the Last Time” stand-up show? 

1.2.2. How does Seinfeld deliver wordplays in “I’m Telling You 

for the Last Time” stand-up show? 

1.2.3. Why does Seinfeld use the wordplays as a part of his joke in 

“I’m Telling You for the Last Time” stand-up show? 

1.3. Research Objective 

The objectives of this research are based on the problem stated, they are: 

1.3.1 To find out the term of wordplays used in Jerry Seinfeld’s 

“I’m Telling You for the Last Time” stand-up show. 
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1.3.2 To study how the terms of wordplays applied for the 

certain words in Jerry Seinfeld’s “I’m Telling You for the Last 

Time” stand-up show. 

1.3.3 To find out the cause of wordplays used as a joke technique 

by Seinfeld in “I’m Telling You for the Last Time” stand-up 

show. 

 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the writer focuses the study on wordplay as the humor 

terms in Jerry Seinfeld’s – I’m Telling You for the Last Time stand-up 

show. 

The limitation of this study is on the words that Seinfeld uses as 

wordplay in “I’m Telling You for the Last Time stand-up show”. 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

This research is expected to be useful to gain the new point of view in 

sociolinguistic especially the wordplay as humor term which is applied in 

the Seinfeld “I’m Telling you for the Last Time” stand-up show. Moreover 

this research is expected to inform the readers if there is a relation between 

stand-up and sociolinguistic study. 



6 
 

Also, this research is considerable to be references to the following 

analyses especially for students of English Department. 

1.6. Key Terms 

1. Wordplay: The ambiguity or double meaning to make certain word 

to be funny (Ross 1998:7), by comparing the word with the similar 

word and use it as a joke material.  

2. Comic: The person who perform stand-up as a single comedian 

comes on stage with a microphone and starts a performance in front of 

an audience (Attardo 2001:62). The comedian that do the joke and 

deliver by their own character  

3. Stand-up: The comedian's performance principally consists of a 

succession of short joking stories and one-liners that are usually 

presented in a monologue without interruptions by the audience 

(Attardo 2001:62). Comedian that tell story or do the jokes. 

4. Stand-up show: The show that presents the comedian to do such 

individual jokes and telling story or make fun of it on a stage. The 

show can be held as a parade or single show. 

5. Jerry Seinfeld: American stand-up comedian, actor, writer, and 

television/film producer, he was born April 29, 1954.  

 


