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                     CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter provides the background of the study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 

Teaching English in our country is considered as a hard job for the teachers in 

the school since Indonesian government places English as the first foreign language 

to learn from Elementary school up to University level. Mackward (in Boby, 2002) 

says that English as a foreign langaguage is taught as a school subject for the purpose 

of giving the students foreign language competence. Nevertheles, teaching a foreign 

language is different from teaching other subjects. According to Brown (2000), 

teaching English is not easy because it is not only learning about pronunciation but 

also about the way to make our language understood by other people. 

Learning English has become important in this globalization era recently since 

it is an international language. In communication among nations in the world, we 

need a good English in order that our communication can be understood by all people  

and English becomes the most important language in the modern era. As a developing 

country, Indonesia uses English not only as a means of communication with 

foreigners but also to study technology, science and economic from other develop 
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countries. It can be seen from current science and technology that are growing rapidly 

and are mostly reported in English.  

In addition, language is one of the important media of communication for 

human beings who live in a certain community because language has a strong 

influnce in the society’s relationship. By language, people can interact and share their 

knowledge, feeling, emotion and build the relationship with other nations. Besides, 

language as a means of communication exists in culture in society. According to 

Brown (2000:5), language is a system of arbitrary conventionalized vocal, written or 

gesture symbols that enable members of a given community to communicate 

intelligibly with one another. We are able to communicate to share the knowledge 

and build the relationship with other nations. Because English becomes an important 

subject in the education system of Indonesia as a consequence, the teaching of 

English in Indonesia has been taught from junior high school until senior high school 

as a compulsory subject. For the last few years, the teaching of English in Indonesia 

has been implemented at the very beginning level, that is in elementary schools. At 

this level, English is considered as a local content subject.  

Teachers play a very important role in the process of teaching and learning 

English in school. This is supported  by Byrne (1992) and Brown (2001) who stated 

that teachers hold the significant role as controllers, conductors, motivators, 

stimulators and resources in creating an interactive atmosphere in the classroom. 

Allwright and Bailey (1991) stated that being a good English teacher means being 

aware of what goes on in the classroom, what happens to the students, what problems 

they may have and what ways to solve the identified problems.  
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One of the most significant problems faced by English teachers of senior high 

school is lack of students’ active participation in English classes. From that statement, 

it can be concluded that the teaching and learning process in senior high school 

requires teachers to play the role as stimulators and motivators to promote students’ 

motivation in order that students can learn English effectively in the classroom. 

According to Woolfolk (1990:329), teachers should build students’ motivation to 

learn English well especially for those who have negative feeling toward English. To 

overcome these problems, the teacher must be able to give motivation and guide to 

the students in the direction of a good learning, in order that they can enterprising in 

learning.   

To achieve these objectives, the teacher also needs to understand the 

background that influnces the students to learning, so that the teachers can provide 

proper motivation to students. If motivation can be generated in the learning process, 

the outcomes of learning will be optimal because the motivation is needed by students 

and very important in learning. But there are other ways that can be applied beside 

providing motivation, that is to give  reinforcement to students because by giving 

reinforcement they will feel appreciated of all their efforts and achievements. 

Reinforcement is part of the student’s behavior modifications that aims at 

providing information and feedback as an act of encouragement or correction. 

According to Woolfolk (2004:205), reinforcement is consequnces to strengthen 

behavior and increase the chances that the behavior will occur again. Reinforcement 

can be done verbally and non-verbally, with the principle of warmth, enthusiasm, 

meaningfulness and avoiding negative response. Reinforcement can be directed to 

specific personal, and to the whole classes. In the implementation, reinforcement 
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should be given immediately and varies. Reinforcement is one of the important tools 

of motivation in teaching and learning. Providing reinforcement as reward or praise 

toward a good behavior of students is needed, so that the reinforcement is expected to 

make the students  do better. For example: the teacher smile or says the word “Good” 

to students who can do their homework well. It will be a big influence toward 

students, and they will feel satisfied with their result.  

The reinforcement given to the students is expected to increase their motivation 

to learn because motivation and reinforcement are integral and inseparable. In other 

words, the success or failure of a process of learning is strongly influenced by the 

presence the student’s motivations. 

The writer choose SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat to conduct this study because 

this school is one of the best senior high schools in Babat and one of the institutions 

in which the English teachers use a reinforcement system as a motivation that can 

give spirit of  learning to the students. In the description above, the reinforcement 

system is effective and has positive implications in the learning. Therefore, the 

reseacher is interested in investigating the issue with the title is “ The Reinforcement 

used by the Teacher in Teaching English for Second Grade of SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Babat”. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the problems of the study can be 

specified into several questions as stated below: 

1. What kinds of reinforcement does the teacher give to the students in teaching 

English at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat? 

2. What techniques does the teacher use to give reinforcement to the students in 

teaching English at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat? 

3. How is the students’ perception toward the reinforcement given by the  teacher in 

teaching English at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To describe the kinds of reinforcement given by the teacher to the students in 

teaching English at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat. 

2. To discover the techniques the teacher uses to give reinforcement to the students 

in teaching English at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat 

3. To investigate the students’ perception toward the reinforcement given by the 

teacher in teaching English at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Babat. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contribution and valuable feedback 

for the English teachers in senior high school who want to improve their teaching 

technique by using reinforcement system in their class. Furthermore, using 

reinforcement can be a new strategy as an alternative to solve the teaching problems 

in classroom. For further reseachers, it is expected that the findings of the reseach can 
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be used as a reference to conduct further research related to the use of reinforcement 

in teaching English. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

The scope of this study is the kinds of reinforcement given by the teacher to the 

students in teaching English, the teacher’s technique in giving reinforcement to the 

students in teaching English and the students’ perception toward the reinforcement 

given by the teacher in teaching English. It is limited on the second grade at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Babat. The second grade students are investigated because their 

teacher used reinforcement system to generate students’ motivation and to encourage 

students’ active participation in teaching and learning process in class.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

1. Reinforcement is consequnces to strengthen behavior and increases the chances 

that the behavior occurs again (Woolfolk, 2004:204). 

2. Motivation is defined as an internal state that arouses, directs, and maintains 

behavior (Woolfolk, 1990:350). 

3. Technique is the process of implemanting material conducted in classroom 

activities to create a succesful teaching learning process (Brown, 2000:171). 

 

 

 

 


