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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This chapter provides some points of discussion such as background of the 

study, statement of the problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, 

scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.  

 

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Children have a good memory which is very essential in the learning 

process. Through the strong memory, children can absorb, analyse, accumulate 

the mount of speech and fit it with the situational data to formulate the rule of 

action. Besides, the children live and interact with the good environment and 

natural situation which influences them with their social activity. Children learn 

with no doubt and worry or responsibility of anything. Their parents, friends, 

teachers, and surrounding will help them to learn comfortably.  

Teaching English to Young Learners (TEYL) is important to develop the 

children’s language competence. When a foreign language is taught to young 

learners, it will be absorbed effectively because they have a lot of opportunities to 

build-up their personal ability in acquisition other language. Based on Cameron 

(2001:2), the children have strong desire and less-risk-taking in learning a foreign 

language. They also have high motivation to communicate with others.  

Some psychologists also believe that teaching a foreign language to young 

learners is better than to adult learners. It happens because the speech articulation 

of children that produces the sound is still developing well. Moreover, good 
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pronunciation should rely on the ability to control the organ of speech. So, it is 

easy for them to speak the second sound system of foreign language.  

On the other hand, Teaching English to Young Learners (TEYL) is 

absolutely different from teaching English to old learners. According to Sabilah 

(2004:32), TEYL does not emphasize on building English structures, such as 

tenses and pattern. But it is focused on shaping the children as the future users of 

English in the world which requires a high level of spoken and written 

communication. Learning English at this stage is communication and fluency is 

more important than accuracy.  

In TEYL, the teacher becomes the most influential person in the classroom 

because she/he has to create a conducive classroom atmosphere. Besides, many 

teachers face some problems in TEYL. Based on the research which is conducted 

by Muslimah (2009), it was found that many students at Madrasah Ibtidaiyah 

Jenderal Sudirman Malang felt difficulties in building and pronouncing 

vocabulary. Moreover, they also had difficulties in writing and spelling. Besides, 

there were also some non-linguistic problems. For instance, they forgot to bring 

the handbook, did not participate the class well, and walked around the class so 

that it disturbed the teaching learning process.  

Based on that case, ideally, the EYL teachers should have some brilliant 

teaching strategies to deliver the material and solve the problem in the class. 

Teaching strategies are used in helping students reach the objectives that the 

teachers prepare in the planning phase of instruction. So, by applying the 

appropriate strategy, it will be easy for the teachers to transfer the information, 
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deliver the material, select the resources, and define the roles of students. 

Furthermore, the teachers must be able to match it with the material and children’ 

way of learning.  

In this research, researcher focuses on a study of teaching strategies at 5th 

grade on EYL program which is conducted by English Department of UMM. In 

brief, EYL program is as one of elective courses in 7th semester. There are two 

levels of EYL subject; EYL I and EYL II. EYL I focuses on introducing the 

concept of TEYL and the characteristic of EYL. It also describes some techniques 

and strategies which are usually used in teaching English. So, the aim of EYL I is 

giving basic knowledge and framework about TEYL. 

The next, EYL II concerns in the teaching of young learners. It includes 

teaching components. For example, how to make a lesson plan and create a media. 

The goal of EYL II is practicing the basic theories of teaching EYL, managing an 

EYL course for elementary level classes, and evaluating the students learning 

(English Course Syllabus/2011).  

All in all, study of teaching strategies at 5th grade of EYL program which is 

conducted by English Department of UMM is interesting and important to be 

analysed. Teaching strategies represent effort to achieve the teaching learning 

process to be more effective and comprehensive. Moreover, knowing an 

appropriate strategy is the most important thing to reach the aim of learning 

activity. Besides, 5th grade is an interactive class which the material given to this 

class covered grammar, four English skill, and vocabulary.    

 



 
 

4 
 

1.2 Statement of the Problems  

Based on the background of study presented above, the problems will be 

observed are stated as follows: 

a. What are the strategies used by the teachers of 5th grade on EYL program 

conducted by English Department of UMM? 

b. How are the strategies used by the teachers of 5th grade on EYL class 

conducted by English Department of UMM are implemented?  

 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study  

The purposes of this study is to find out the answer of the problems which 

have been stated. The purposes are formulated as follows:  

a. To know the strategies are used in 5th grade on EYL program of 

English Department of UMM.  

b. To understand the implementation of the strategies used in 5th 

grade on EYL program of English Department of UMM. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

This section explains the importance of the study. This study is expected to 

give the contribution to the next students’ practice teacher who will take EYL 

subject as the chosen subject in their elective course. This study hopefully can 

improve their creativity and competence to be a good teacher for young learners. 

Moreover, elementary school teachers can use those teaching strategies to help the 

in solving teaching-learning problems.   



 
 

5 
 

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

There are many things that can be discussed in terms of teaching strategies. 

But in this study, the scope of the study is the implementation of teaching 

strategies in TEYL. Meanwhile, the writer limits the study in 5th grade on EYL 

program of English Department of UMM. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

The definition of key terms given in this study aims to avoid misconceptions 

used. The terms which are necessary to be defined are as follows:  

a. Strategies: A detailed plan for achieving success the skill of planning 

for such situations.  

b. Teaching strategies: A tactic in order to develop the students’ ability in 

learning activities.  

c. EYL program: The elective subject that must be taken by students on 

6th semester.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


