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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the topics of background of study, statements of 

problem, purposes of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. Each topic is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Currently, English has become a universal language that is used all over 

the world. It can be seen that English has an important role in every aspect of life 

such as education, tourism, industries, technology, entertainment, business and 

many more.  

English is the communication tool most often used by the world after 

Mandarin, English First (2012). Some countries in Asia, Philippines, Singapore, 

Brunei, and Malaysia use English as their second language. Savile and Troike 

(2012:4) state that second language is typically an official or dominant language 

needed for education, employment, and other basic purposes. It is often acquired 

by minority group members or immigrants who speak another language natively. 

Accordingly, English is the global language, so mastering English is really 

needed for those who want to step forward. Because of the importance of English, 

Indonesian Government has made English as a compulsory subject from primary 

to university levels. Also, in the Education Act of the Regulation of Indonesia 

chapter 3, article 50, “government and local governments organize at least one 

educational unit at all levels of education, to be developed further as a unit having 

international standards of education”. Having international standards of education 
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here can be meant the language used in educational circumtances include 

international languages for example English.  

Regarding to English is a language learned since the primary level, 

unfortunately, many most high school students still do not master English yet. The 

lack of using English in learning process can be a causal factor of that problem. 

Mastering English is not easy as in thought. It needs the process and some efforts. 

By getting the right understanding and comprehension of the compulsory subject 

since primary level, the next Indonesian generation will be better in mastering 

English as international language. Thus, the teacher here plays a role as the key 

factor to reach the success of education (Tim Pengembang Ilmu Pendidikan FIP- 

UPI (2007:119), while the students should be involved in the planning, 

implementation, and evaluation of learning (Tim Pengembang Ilmu Pendidikan 

FIP- UPI, 2007:7). Based on the statement above, it can be concluded that 

students should participate actively in learning process, especially in the teaching 

English activity by using English language.  

Moreover, the implementation of teaching methodology is really needed to 

apply since the learning method is one of the elements used in the curriculum and 

the learning process (Tim Pengembang Ilmu Pendidikan FIP- UPI, 2007:7). 

 Furthermore, they stated that the characteristics of the learning method are 

flexible, open ended, and participative. Flexible means the use of methods can be 

modified. Open ended means that the methods receive input for change and 

development methods. Participative means that learners are included in the 

planning, implementation, and evaluation of learning.  
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Here, every method must be in accordance with the who, what, and where. 

In the arena of the teaching English in Indonesia, teachers often have difficulties 

in applying some kinds of  new methods and finally back to the methods that are 

easy to be implemented in the classroom (Tim Pengembang Ilmu Pendidikan FIP- 

UPI (2007: 100). Also, the teacher has to be a good facilitator in setting up 

communicative activities and as an advisor during the activities (Larsen- Freeman, 

2002: 127). 

According to Savile and Troike (2012: 162): 

English has two types of skills, namely receptive skills and productive skills. 

Receptive skills consist of reading skills and listening skills. The labeling of 

reading and listening as “receptive” activities does not imply that language 

learners perform them passively and without effort. Meanwhile, productive 

skills consist of writing skills and speaking skills. 

 

Since the speaking skill is one of the productive skills and it may be 

difficult to be learned as stated by Nation and Newton (2009: 120), it needs some 

efforts to master it. Various teaching media, teaching techniques, teaching 

methods, well-arranged lesson plans, are really needed to apply. unfortunately, the 

process of the implementation method cannot be done effectively since there are 

many schools in Indonesia which mostly consisted of more than 40 students (Tim 

Pengembang Ilmu Pendidikan FIP- UPI (2007: 101). Thus, teachers of English 

must be selective  in choosing the suitable method to be implemented in the 

learning process. 

One of the schools which is consistent with the use of supporting media, 

techniques, and methods is SMAN 3 Ponorogo. SMAN 3 Ponorogo is one of the 

favorite Senior High Schools in Ponorogo, still keeps the existence of English 

competency up to now. For example, since 2007, the teachers of English of 

SMAN 3 Ponorogo held the debate tournament for all of students grade at the 
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school every year. Also, the teachers of English of SMAN 3 Ponorogo has 

implemented the debating method in the classroom activity especially in teaching 

speaking.  

Fedrizzi and Ellis (2010:4) state that debate is defined as oral 

confrontation between two individuals, teams, or groups to argue reasons for and 

against a set position. Furthermore, debate empowers students to form and 

articulate opinions and creates a safe space for discussion of controversial issues.  

Thus, Louden (2009: 245) states that debate teaches students to be able to build 

their opinions and in the end, the students are able to communicate in better 

speaking skills.  

There are previous studies related to this research which have discussed 

the implementation of debating method. One of them is proposed by Fukuda 

(2003), in a debate study conducted with Japanese students, he found that “Before 

the debates only 30.8% of the students were confident to express their opinions 

when they were not the same as others’. After the debate this figure rose to 

56.7%.” He said further that “the knowledge or skills which came from the 

practice in the debates led the students to become more accustomed to expressing 

opinions.” This suggests that, although debate is quite challenging, non-native 

speakers can develop the debating skills.  

Furthermore, Khoironiyah (2008) conducted the research under the title 

“The Implementation of Debate in Teaching Speaking at Eleventh Year Students 

of SMA Negeri 2 Rembang in the Academic Year 2011/2012”. She analyzed the 

effect of implementing debate in teaching speaking toward the students’ speaking 

skill and the strengths and weaknesses in teaching speaking by using debating 
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method. She concluded that the implementation of debate increased the students’ 

speaking skills and the method can be used as an alternative to teach speaking. 

From the previous studies above, it can be concluded that the 

implementation of debating method in teaching process especially of English 

gives significant effect in increasing  the students performance in speaking and 

also it can be used as an alternative way to teach speaking. By these reasons, the 

researcher is interested in conducting a research  under the title “Debating 

Method Used in Teaching Speaking at Class XI IPA of SMAN 3 Ponorogo”. 

1.2 Statements of the problem 

From the background of study above, the researcher formulates the 

questions as follows. 

1. How is debating method implemented in teaching speaking at XI IPA  

Class of SMAN 3 Ponorogo? 

2. What are the skills that students mostly gain from the implementation of 

the debating method in teaching speaking? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The purposes of the study were formulated to answer the research 

questions and the purposes were as follows: 

1. To describe the implementation of debating method in the teaching 

speaking at XI IPA  Class of SMAN 3 Ponorogo. 

2. To describe the skills that students mostly gain from the implementation of 

the debating method. 
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1.4 Significance of Study 

1. Students 

For the Senior High School students, the researcher hopes the study 

can be used to encourage the students’ motivation in using English in the 

classroom interaction. 

2. Teachers  

For teachers of English, the researcher hopes the study can give a 

motivation to implement effective method in teaching speaking, so that the 

students will pay attention during the classroom interaction. 

3. Institution 

The researcher hopes the result of the study can be used as an input for 

SMAN 3 Ponorogo in developing English perspective and competency 

especially in efforts to apply some methods in teaching English. 

4. Researchers 

For the next researcher, it is hoped that this research can be used as 

one of the reference to conduct similar researches. It is also to give 

contribution for teaching and learning process, especially teaching 

speaking using debating method.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the researcher considers to 

make the scope and limitation. The scope of this study is the implementation of 

debating method in teaching speaking and is limited to the teaching speaking 

using the debating method at XI IPA class students of SMAN 3 Ponorogo. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding, several terms are clarified as follows: 

1. Debate is defined as oral confrontation between two individuals, 

teams, or group to argue reasons for and against a set position, Fedrizzi 

and Ellis (2010: 4). Method is an overall plan for the orderly 

presentation of language material, no part of contradictsand all of 

which is based upon the selected approach, Richard and Rodgers 

(2001:19). From the explanation above, it can be concluded that 

debating method is an oral confrontation between two individuals, 

teams, or group to argue the topics which is packaged as overall plan 

of language material.  

2. Speaking is an interactive process and requires the ability to co-

operate in the management of speaking turns. (Thornbury, 2003: iv). 

3. Teaching speaking is a process where the teacher covers the spectrum 

of learner needs, from language based (focus on accuracy) to message 

based (focus on interaction, meaning and fluency) used some 

principles for designing speaking techniques. (Brown, 2000: 275).  

 


