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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Language is one of the important things for all people to communicate.  

Language is useful for gathering, connecting information all over the world. The 

importance of the language includes all of the aspects of life because people can 

express their experience, feeling, and idea using a language. It means that language is 

a means of communication. As a medium of international communication, English is 

very important and has a lot of interrelationships with various aspects of life. In 

Indonesia, English is a foreign language and taught formally and informally from 

primary schools to universities. 

English is an international language. It plays in important role in the process 

of modernization as an international language to be taught in schools. The purpose of 

teaching English is to develop four language skills; listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. These four language skills enable the students to take part in information 

exchange, to build interpersonal relationship, and to gain knowledge as well as to 

enjoy the language aesthetic of English. The teacher should develop students’ four 

language skills, so that they can use the language to communicate and to express their 

feelings and ideas.  
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Of the four skills to be mastered, reading skill is a very important domain in 

the context of Indonesia, so students need to be exercised and trained in order to be 

good readers. Reading is also important and indispensable for the students, if their 

reading skill is poor they are very likely to fail in their study or at least they will have 

difficulty in making progress. On the other hand, if they have a good skill in reading 

comprehension, they will have a chance to succeed in their study. 

Essentially, reading is conveying or guiding the students to get some 

important messages and get meanings from written texts. By reading, many students 

can get new information, idea and inspiration. Some students are interested in reading 

books, novels, articles, etc. The reading material can be authentic materials, for 

example: textbook, newspaper or magazine. The reading material refers to any texts 

or passages that bring certain messages or ideas to be shared to the students through 

the process of reading activity. 

Nowadays, the students are expected to read and understand not only the 

sense of the text but also the aspect of generic structure of the text which leads them 

to be able to write the text based on the genre (Sutikno, 2007). In this study, the 

researcher analyzes the lexical density. The lexical density is the ratio between the 

number of content words and number of clauses (Halliday, 1985:63). The concept of 

lexical density is developed, and further refined by Halliday in 1985. He points out 

the importance of discriminating between lexical items and grammatical items. An 

item may consist of more than one word. 
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According to Ferris and Hedgcock (2005:125), “A textbook provides teacher 

and learner with reading materials, activities, exercise, and sometimes visual aid”. 

This means that the materials in the textbook should help teachers in teaching and 

learning process, so it is important for teachers to select and to analyze the content of 

a textbook. Ferris and Hedgcock (2005:131) state that there are two categories of a 

good book in English for second language. First, the contents of the textbook should 

deal with the current curriculum. The second category is that a textbook should have 

an interesting display because it can give motivation to the readers to read the 

textbook. In addition, the language of the textbook should be corrected in context and 

situation (graves, 2000:13). 

A research about textbooks has been done previously. It was done by Harianto 

(2013), the title is “An Analysis of Lexical Cohesion Found in English Textbook of 

“Look Ahead” for Eleventh Grade of Senior High School”. His research was 

analyzing lexical cohesion in English textbook. The lexical cohesion can be identified 

through the types of lexical cohesion. The types of lexical cohesion are repetition, 

synonym, hyponym, antonym, metonym and collocation. It was almost similar to the 

writer’s research that analyzes the lexical density in English textbook. So, the writer 

expects that the result of the research gives new knowledge to the teachers or book 

writers.  
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Based on the explanation above, the writer would like to analyze the reading 

materials found in “English in Focus” textbook for 8
th

 grade of junior high school. 

There are two reasons why the writer chooses the book; first, “English in Focus” is 

one of the books published by The Ministry of National Education (MONE) which is 

easy obtainable or even free for students. Second, “English in Focus” textbook was 

used by the writer when she was a student teacher at SMPN 12 Malang in teaching 

English. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

What lexical density found in the reading materials based on the genre in “English in 

Focus” textbooks for 8
th

 grade of Junior High School? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

To find out the lexical density found in the reading materials in “English in Focus” 

textbook for 8
th

 grade of Junior High School. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The writer hopes that the research will be useful for 

1. The teacher  

 The teacher can apply the result of this study as feedback their teaching activities 

to improve their knowledge and experience in choosing appropriate book. 
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2. The students 

The students can improve their knowledge and ability in English reading skill, so 

that the students are able to understand the meaning of the steps of rhetoric 

development in the written text (narrative, descriptive, recount, procedure, report, 

etc). 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is an analysis of the lexical density in the reading 

materials in “English in Focus” textbook for Junior High School. The study is limited 

to reading materials based on the genre in “English in Focus” textbook. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Reading material is written material intended to be read. 

2. Textbook is the textbook as a stimulus or instrument for teaching and learning 

(Graves 2000:175)  

3. Lexical density is the term most often used for describing the proportion of 

content words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, and often also adverbs) to the total 

number of words (Johansson 2008:65) 

 

 

 


