
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

In globalization era, English becomes an international language which plays an

important role as means of communication in the world. In Indonesia, English is

taught in the school as a foreign language (EFL). As a foreign language, English is

taught as one of the compulsory subjects given from elementary school until Senior

High School or Vocational High School. English has important position in Indonesia

curriculum too.

Teaching English in Indonesia is focused on the four language skills. Those are

listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. The four language skills should be

taught in an integrated manner (Depdiknas, 2006). Although writing is the last of the

four skills to achieve, it does not mean that the skill is easy. Writing is more complex

than other three language skills, because writing allows for higher levels of

abstraction; more complex ideas can be presented in written form because writing can

be read over and over again. Writing is a means of reinforcing other language skills.

In writing, then, more time and energy can be spent on cognitive activities such as

planning and information retrieval, as there is less communicative pressure to

continuously produce utterances (Grabowski in Weigle, 2002).



The teaching of EFL writing at High School level aims at developing students’

ability in expressing short and simple messages for interaction with people in their

environment. It is also aimed to develop students’ ability in writing various text types

varying from functional texts for some activities such as inviting people, requesting

someone to do something, and getting things done, to different genres which include

descriptive, procedure, recount, narrative, and report text (Depdiknas, 2006).

Based on the researcher’s interview with the English teacher of SMKN 1

Mojokerto, the teacher said that the students’ difficulty in studying English was in

writing skill. They felt so annoyed when their teacher gave them a writing

assignment. They thought that writing was boring subject that taught by the teacher in

a class. They thought that writing was unimportant subject and difficult than other

English skills such as speaking, listening, and reading.

Moreover, most of students got difficulty to express their idea, thought, and

feeling in the written form. Then the students’ difficulties were in using the grammar,

choosing the appropriate vocabulary, and organizing their ideas in the written form

well.

Based on the researcher’s observation in SMKN 1 Mojokerto, the other problem

appeared when the teaching-learning process lasting was uninteresting activity in

teaching writing. It made the students unmotivated to write because the classroom

atmosphere was individual competition. The students did the writing assignments

individually. They were not accustomed to sharing their ideas and they never work

cooperatively when they were writing.



So, in teaching writing in Vocational High School, the teacher must be creative to

find out the appropriate learning strategy to teach writing. The teacher needs various

kinds of learning strategy in order to reach maximum result for students’ writing. The

teachers should create good learning atmosphere so that the students can be

motivated, enjoy learning, and take part actively in the classroom activities.

From this experience, the researcher thinks that it is necessary to apply

cooperative learning as a learning strategy in writing class in order to make writing

activity more interesting. The researcher believes that cooperative learning can

stimulate the students to write well. Cooperative learning is the learning strategy

through small group discussion to work together on a common task, and they must

coordinate their efforts to complete the task (Arends, 2004). Bern and Erickson in

Komalasari (2010) state that in cooperative learning, two or more individuals are

working in a small group to achieve the purpose of the study together.

There are various models of cooperative learning strategy such as Numbered

Heads Together (NHT), Students Teams Achievement Division (STAD), Jigsaw,

Cooperative Script, Snowball Throwing, Team Games Tournament (TGT),

Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC), Two Stay Two Stray, and

Think Pair and Share (TPS). In this study, the researcher chooses cooperative

learning type Numbered Heads Together (NHT) to be applied in the teaching writing

in SMKN 1 Mojokerto. In NHT, the teacher divides students into three to five

member teams and has them number off so each student on the team has a different

number between 1 and 5. The teacher gives an exercise for every group to be done



together, and students put their heads together to figure out and make sure everyone

knows the answer. Then the teacher calls a number and students from each group

with that number raise their hands and provide answers to the whole class

(Komalasari, 2010). NHT is a learning model developed by Kagan in 1998 to involve

more students in the review of materials covered in a lesson and to check their

understanding of a lesson’s content (Arends, 2004).

The researcher chooses NHT as a learning model in this research, because she

thinks that teaching writing in SMKN 1 Mojokerto needs special learning model that

can make students do writing assignment in a group not individually. It is necessary

to give an interesting learning model to increase students’ ability in writing. In NHT,

every student has to discuss the assignment given by the teacher in their own group,

and every member in their group has to understand the answer of that assignment.

NHT is one of the learning models that can create good learning atmosphere so that

the students can be motivated, enjoy learning, work cooperatively, and take part

actively in the classroom activities, especially in writing activity.

In teaching-learning process, there are two important factors that must be noticed.

They are learning model and learning media. So, in applying NHT, the teacher can

use media like pictures, video, slide, etc. Using learning media in teaching-learning

process can motivate the students and make them want to pay attention to and take

part in the learning activity (Hamalik in Arsyad, 2010).

In this study, the researcher chooses to teach writing using pictures as a learning

media, because she believes that by using pictures as a learning media besides



cooperative learning as a strategy can make writing activity in the class more

interesting. Pictures can make students easier to express their idea, thought, feeling,

and organize their ideas in the written form well.

Aida’s research (2008) about the cooperative learning using picture paired

retelling to increase students’ motivation in writing descriptive text showed that the

motivation of students in writing descriptive text increased about 2,5 %. The students

were not bored in writing activity, but they showed their enthusiastic during the

writing process.

Based on the facts, data, and theories, the researcher would like to conduct a study

to the tenth grade students of SMKN 1 Mojokerto by using activity-based learning

and joyful learning through interesting learning model and media. That is Numbered

Heads Together (NHT) using pictures in teaching writing. NHT can create good

learning atmosphere so that the students can be motivated, enjoy learning and take

part actively in the classroom activities, especially in writing activity. Pictures as

media also make the students easier to express and organize their ideas in the written

form well.

1.2 Statement of Problem

Based on the background above, the researcher formulates the problem as follow:

“Does the use of NHT using pictures increase writing ability of tenth grade students

at SMKN 1 Mojokerto ?”



1.3 Hypotheses

In order to give direction in interpreting the data, the researcher provides two

hypotheses:

1. Ho : The use of NHT using pictures does not increase writing ability of tenth

grade students at SMKN 1 Mojokerto.

2. H1 : The use of NHT using pictures increase writing ability of tenth grade

students at SMKN 1 Mojokerto.

1.4 Purpose of Study

Based on the statement of problem above, so the purpose of this study is:

“To find whether or not the use of NHT using pictures increase writing ability of

tenth grade   students at SMKN 1 Mojokerto.”

1.5 Scope and Limitation

This research is scoped on the use of cooperative learning strategy using pictures

in teaching writing skill. Cooperative learning is the learning strategy through small

group discussion to work together on a common task and they must coordinate their

efforts to complete the task. There are various models of cooperative learning strategy

such as Numbered Heads Together (NHT), Students Teams Achievement Division

(STAD), Jigsaw, Cooperative Script, Snowball Throwing, Team Games Tournament

(TGT), Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC), Two Stay Two

Stray, and Think Pair and Share (TPS). The teaching of EFL writing at High School



level aims at developing students’ ability in expressing short and simple messages for

interaction with people in their environment. It is also aimed to develop students’

ability in writing various text types varying from functional texts for some activities

such as inviting people, requesting someone to do something, and getting things

done, to different genres which include descriptive, procedure, recount, narrative, and

report text. To make the researcher more focus to do this research, so it is limited on

the use of Numbered Heads Together (NHT) using pictures in teaching writing

descriptive text to the tenth grade students at SMKN 1 Mojokerto.

1.6 Significance of Study

Hopefully, this research can be useful to the students, the teachers, and to the

researchers.

a. For the students, this research is expected to give motivation, so they can be

active in learning activity and give improvement to the students’ writing

ability through the application of NHT using picture.

b. For the teachers, they are able to use NHT using pictures as one of the ways to

improve students’ writing ability. Then the result of the research can be used

as an input in order to increase the quality of teaching learning process.

c. For the researchers, this research is used to be reference to do the following

research and to teach English writing skill.



1.7 Definition of Key Terms

a. Numbered Heads Together: Numbered Heads Together (NHT) is a learning

model developed by Kagan in 1998 to involve more students in the review of

materials covered in a lesson and the check their understanding of a lesson’s

content (Arends, 2004). In NHT (Numbered Heads Together), teacher divides

students into three to five member teams and have them number off so each

student on the team has a different number between 1 and 5, teacher gives an

exercise for every group to be done together, students put their heads together

to figure out and make sure everyone knows the answer, then teacher calls a

number and students from each group with that number raise their hands and

provide answers to the whole class (Komalasari, 2010).

b. Picture: Picture here is as a learning media. According to Sudjana in Arsyad

(2010), picture includes visual media, media that combine between the fact

and ideas clearly and strongly through a disclosure combination of words and

pictures. While Arsyad (2010), picture media are a variety of events and

objects set forth in the form of pictures, lines, words, symbols, or picture.

c. Writing ability: Writing ability is one of abilities that must be mastered by

the students. Many experts have expressed the meaning of writing ability.

According to Harmer (2004) writing is a form of communication to deliver

thought or to express feeling through written form. Accuracy of the idea

should be supported by the diction, vocabulary, grammar, and spelling usage.



While according to Suparno and Yunus (2008), writing is an activity to

deliver the message by using written form as a media or tool.


