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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of study, statement of problems, purposes of 

the study, significances of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. Each section is presented consecutively in the following section. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

It is not debatable that language and literature cannot be separated from each 

other. Language is the basic raw material or medium, through which literature is 

produced, whether they are novels, poetry, drama, and etc. In addition, language is 

method of communication, while literature is the content that is communicated. 

Literature involves the manipulation of language for creative purposes. Literature is 

the thoughts, ideas, concepts, and imaginations which are expressed with the help of 

language.Language is the fundamental of literature. It can be said that language 

makes literature. 

Language has been defined as the representative of thoughts, feelings, ideas, 

and etc., which are represented in spoken and written form to interact with others. 

While literature has been defined as the expression of thoughts, ideas, feelings, and 

imaginations in the written form whose aesthetic value, beauty of language, and style 

of presentation which used language as the medium. It is sometimes described as 

someone’s personalities and experiences. This classification of literature can be 

divided into three different classification; poetry, drama, and novel. 
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However, language used in creating literary works is not the same with the 

everyday language which is used in daily conversation. Also, it is different from the 

practical language or scientific language. Literary language is a beautiful language 

which has an aesthetic value. The scientific and everyday language are denotative, it 

means the literal meaning or essential meaning of word. On the other side, literary 

language abounds in ambiguities and full of homonyms. In other word, it is highly 

connotative. Connotative is extra-literal meaning and it exists apart from its literal 

meaning. 

It is supported by Bennet and Royle (2004: 77) that literary language is 

sometimes defined in terms of its deviations from or distortions of ordinary language. 

It means that literary language is not the same with ordinary language as used by 

people in the everyday language. In addition, Bennet and Royle stated that literary 

works are characterized by the use of figure of speech or figurative language in which 

a word or expression is used in other than its literal meaning. 

According to Hawkes in (Chandler, 2002: 124) figurative language is 

language which doesn’t mean what it says. It contrasts to literal language which is at 

least intended to be, or taken as, purely denotative. In addition, Reaske (1966: 33) 

said that figurative language is language which employs various figures of speech. 

Some examples are metaphor, simile, antithesis, hyperbole, and paradox. 

Those explanations above clearly show that figurative language uses figure of 

speech’s devices as a way of saying something other than the literal meaning of word 

or saying something different from the ordinary meaning. Also, it provides more 

effective means of saying what we mean than does direct statement due to some 
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reasons as stated by Pradopo (2010). It can create a special effect, makes imaginative 

description in fresh ways, and makes writing more colorful and attractive. 

Figurative language cannot be interpreted in literal sense. As the result, 

translating it to different languages may cause misinterpretation. If it is translated 

word-for-word onto different language, it will often be misunderstood. For example, 

when Tennyson wrote that the eagle “clasps the crag with the crooked hands” (1809-

1892). Tenyson used “Metaphor”, one kind of figurative language which is 

substituted for or identified with literal term, for substituting the crooked hands for 

claws. 

One of literary work is poem. Poem is one of literary work which expresses 

the feeling and thought of poet imaginatively through an artistic language. It is piece 

of writing arrange in pattern of lines and of sounds, expressing some thought, feeling 

or human experience in language full of imagination. Also, poetry is collection of 

beautiful words in excellent structure (Carlyle in Pradopo, 2010: 6). In addition, 

Perrine (1963: 3-4) stated that poem might be defined as the kinds of language that 

says more and says it more intensely than does ordinary language.  

Those definitions clearly tell that poem is the condensed and concentrated 

form of literary work, saying most in fewest numbers of words. It is language whose 

individual lines that contains a deep meaning and message in per-lines. Poetry can 

create special emotional effect. 

Poem is one of many literary works that uses figurative language mostly 

rather than another literary work such as short stories, novels and dramas. As stated 

previously that the figurative language is the way of saying something and meaning 
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another. Also, it involves risk misinterpretation. So, the reader of poetry must read the 

poetry as well as possible in order to get the meanings and the messages of poetry 

vividly.  

Nowadays, almost all people prefer reading a novels and short stories or 

watching drama performance to reading a poems. Poem is not as easy as prose and 

short story to understand due to the use of language is totally different from the 

language which is used by the common people in spoken or written. It is figurative 

language which cannot be interpreted literally. So, the poem was not easy to 

understand for common people. Only highly qualified and educated people could 

enjoy the reading of poem. In addition, poem contains elements such as rhyme, 

rhythm, meter, tone, and imagery which are well organized in a group of lines called 

stanza.  

Actually, the previous researchers have already conducted the study in the 

same topic, such as Abdul Aziz (2011) A Study of Figurative Language Used in 

James Blunt’s Song Lyrics in “Back to Bedlam Album”. He found five types of 

figurative language used in James Blunt’s song lyric. Moreover, Dian Kurniasari 

(2012) An Analysis of Figurative Language Used in Beauty Advertisement Found in 

People Magazine. She found four types of figurative language appear in 

advertisement. However, since three years ago, an analysis on the figurative language 

used in the poetry is only in few numbers. It is only conducted by Nurul Hidayati 

(2007) An Analysis of Figurative Language Used in the Poem of the Echoing Green 

by William Blake. She found four types of figurative language used in the poem of 

William Blake, they are, personification, symbol, simile, and antithesis. 
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Therefore, the writer is challenged to analyze the use of figurative language in 

the poem. The writer analyzes Edgar Allan Poe’s poems as the object of research 

because he wrote the poem exclusively with his inner beauty and personal tragedy. 

He was one of the American romanticism poets who was well-known as the writer of 

gothic genres and was one of the most celebrated of all American authors. Moreover, 

he was the first well-known American writer who tried to earn a living through 

writing alone, resulting in a financially difficult life and career.  

In this thesis, the writer chooses the poems of Edgar Allan Poe which tells 

about death. Death is the major topic of Edgar Allan Poe’s poem. The writer only 

analyzes four poems they are: “The City in the Sea”, “The Sleeper”, “Annabel Lee”, 

and “Ulalume”. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of study, the writer formulates the statements of 

problem as follows: 

1. What kinds of figurative languages are used in Edgar Allan Poe’spoems? 

2. What are the meanings of figurative languages used in Edgar Allan Poe’s poems? 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study in this thesis are stated as follows: 

1. To identify the kinds of figurative languages used in Edgar Allan Poe’s poems. 

2. To interpret the meanings of figurative languages used in Edgar Allan Poe’s 

poems. 
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1.4 Significant of the Study 

The writer is concerned with the analysis on the figurative language used in 

the poetry in which this thesis has two significances, both theoretically and 

practically. It is expected that the result can be advantageous in the following ways: 

1. Theoretically 

a. This thesis can enrich the study in literature field, especially poetry, which 

becomes a bibliographical resource to the next relevant type of research. 

b. This thesis can give better understanding in the analysis of figurative 

language in literary works, especially in poem. 

2. Practically 

a. The research finding will be useful as an informative input for readers to 

improve linguistic, especially on figurative language, and literature 

knowledge especially on poem, by giving deeper understanding of both 

knowledges for the readers in analyzing figurative language used in the 

poem. 

b. After reading this thesis, people are expected to be more open-minded 

toward literary works especially in the way language is used. 

c. Hopefully, this thesis inspires other writers to develop or to conduct other 

study in the same scope with different subjects. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Based on the objective of study above, the writer wants to make the limitation 

of the study. The scope of this study focuses on the figurative language used in Edgar 
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Allan Poe’s poems. The limitation of this study focuses on the four poems about 

death of Edgar Allan Poe they are “The City in the Sea”,” The Sleeper”, “Annabel 

Lee”, and “Ulalume.” 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To obtain a good understanding to this study, it is important to give definition 

of key terms related to this study. The terms are as follows: 

1. Analysis. 

Analysis is a process of examining, identifying, and understanding something in 

detail in order to get deep understanding. Typically, it is for discussion or 

interpretation.  

2. Figurative language. 

Figurative language is type of language that deviate from the norms of literal 

language or unusual used of language to say one thing in terms and meaning 

another in order to give special effect. 

3. Poem. 

Poem is individual form of poetry in which imagery, figurative language, 

rhythm, diction, rhyme, and sound combine to create special emotional effect. It 

is usually arranged in lines and groups of lines which are known as stanza.  

4. Edgar Allan Poe 

Edgar Allan Poe is one of American romanticism poet who is well-known as the 

writer of gothic genre. He is the writer of the poems that are being investigated. 


