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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is an international language, meaning that it is used for 

communication among people in the world. It has seen a massive increase in English 

language teaching all over the world because English has become international 

language, not only in schools but also in factories and elsewhere. The knowledge of 

English is required by many employers and in many other parts of people’s life. 

However, learning and understanding English are not easy as learning and 

understanding our own language because English is purely a foreign language for 

Indonesian learners. That makes important to understand English well in the future 

and this is the reason for finding better and more enjoyable ways how to teach 

English, especially teaching young learners, such as secondary and high students. 

Teaching secondary or high students needs an enjoyable ways because 

secondary and high students are in the process of changing from children to adults, 

where the students undergo a period of instability and insecurity. In this stage, the 

students are generally like to try independently opportunities which are available, 
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which means schools and teachers should provide opportunities for them to explore 

and experiment by giving them a supportive condition and situation (Callahan and 

Clark, 1988: 6). 

According to Brown (2001: 232), there are four skills in English, namely: 

listening, speaking, reading and writing as the paramount importance in English 

teaching. It means learners can be judged as good in English language when they 

master those four skills. In learning language, writing places the most difficult level. 

Celce and Murcia (2001: 207) explain, within the communicative of language 

teaching, the skill of writing places special place because through writing the person 

can convey a variety of messages. A major achievement in writing is when the person 

can express his or her ideas in foreign language with reasonable coherence and 

accuracy. Therefore, teaching writing is not an easy task for the teacher. Teacher also 

should be creative and innovative in teaching writing.    

Since teaching for secondary students should provide opportunities much 

more for the students, the researcher is interested in teaching them using picture to 

narrate the story in writing. As a common knowledge that the students at this age are 

generally desiring to tell their feeling or ideas more often. Therefore, the researcher is 

going to conduct experimental study using picture, in this case, the students are 

expected to narrate the story based on the pictures.  

According to Raimes, in Cahyono (2009; 6), pictures such as drawings, 

photos, posters, slides, cartoons, advertisements, diagrams, graphs, tables, charts, and 

maps, can be valuable resources for teaching writing. It is because everybody likes to 
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look at pictures, so the use of picture can give the stimulus students’ attention in the 

classroom. The students will get inspirations from the pictures which are mixed with 

their thought and ideas, then expressed in their writing. 

Related to the research using story, there was previous research conducted 

by Royanti (2007). She focused on whether there was any significant difference in the 

improvement of students’ mastery in story retelling using comics and without using 

comics and identifying the effectiveness of English comics as a medium of teaching 

story retelling. She found that there was significant difference in the achievement 

between the students who were taught using comics and students who were taught 

without comics. It was concluded that English comics was an effective medium of 

teaching story retelling.  

Another research about using picture was conducted by Aprilia (2010). Her 

research was to find out whether or not the use of chain pictures was effective for 

developing students’ writing skill of narrative text. She found that the use of chain 

pictures is effective for developing students’ writing skill of narrative texts. Chain 

pictures are very beneficial for the students in order to facilitate them in learning 

English especially writing narrative texts. Therefore, a teacher should always give an 

interesting atmosphere in teaching-learning process to make the students enjoy 

learning English more.  

Different from the previous researches above, this research is going to be 

done at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang. The school was chosen because writing 

skill gets less time allocation in teaching learning process of English subject. It is 
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only given in two sessions. The most often taught in English subject in this school is 

reading skill. Based on the Annual Program of the Syllabus in the first semester, 

writing skill is given in four sessions. Moreover, this school never gets particular 

achievement in writing skill. Based on the previous interview to the English teacher, 

the researcher got the information that the school never gives students opportunities 

to perform their writing ability by holding contests. Thus, the researcher is going to 

do a research in using picture in writing class for the students in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates the 

problem as follows: 

“Do picture implemented in writing give better achievement to the students 

at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang?” 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Relating to the statement of the problem, the purpose of the study is as 

follows: 

“To know whether picture implemented in writing give better achievement 

to the students at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang.” 
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1.4 Hypothesis 

In this research, the researcher uses two hypotheses that have to be tested, 

namely null hypothesis and alternative hypothesis. 

1.4.1 Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 

Picture implemented in writing gives better achievement to the students at 

SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang. 

1.4.2 Null Hypothesis (Ho) 

Picture implemented in writing does not give better achievement to the 

students at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This research has theoretical and practical significance for students and 

teachers. Theoretically, this research can give valuable input for teachers in teaching 

writing in English language. Practically, the researcher hopes this study gives 

feedback to the teachers especially at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Malang, so the teachers 

will try to improve their method, technique, and media in teaching writing. For 

students, it will motivate students to improve their interest in writing using English 

language since they will find out that writing is easy to do by using picture, that it 

will help them to write English fluently.  
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1.6 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is using picture in writing. In this case, the pictures 

used here are about traveling. The subjects of this research are limited on the second 

year students at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Dau Malang in Academic Year 2012/2013. 

 

1.7 Definition of the Key Terms 

Definition of key term is made in order to avoid misunderstanding of the concept 

that is used in this study. The researcher defines the key term as follows:  

Picture in this research is pictures related to “traveling” which then narrated by 

students to improve their writing skill.  


