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"Success is not always measured by how fast you reach the 

finish line, but by the patience, persistence, and integrity you 

show along the way." 

 

 



 

v 

 

DEDICATION 

I dedicate this thesis to: 

1. To Allah SWT, the Most Compassionate and the Most Loving, for His 

continuous guidance and countless blessings throughout the course of my 

academic journey. 

2. To my dearest parents, my father Rizal and my mother Lina Fatmawati, for your 

endless love, devotion, and heartfelt prayers. 

3. To my thesis supervisor,To Prof. Dwi Poedjiastutie, M.A., Ph.D., thank you for 

your firm guidance, valuable feedback, and continuous support throughout the 

process of completing this thesis. 

4. To my academic advisor, Laela Hikmah Nurbatra, M.A., M.EdLead, for her 

continuous support and thoughtful guidance throughout my academic journey. 

5. To all the lecturers of the English Language Education Department, thank you 

for shaping my academic growth with your expertise and encouragement. 

6. To my beloved grandmother Fatimah, and in memory of those who have returned 

to Allah: my grandmother Sriasih,  my grandfathers Yulimar Sutan Bandaro, 

Mugiono, Nengah Nayun, and my brother Muhammad Rizal, may your souls be 

granted peace, and may your legacy remain alive in my heart. 

7. To my uncle, Om Je, for being a constant source of strength and support, just 

like my parents. 

8. To my sweet niece, Arvella, for filling my life with happiness. 

9. To my childhood friends: Anti, Bella, Jihan and Nisa for their enduring 

friendship and uplifting support along the way. 

10.  To my dear friends, Tessalonika Sibarani, Nadilla, Dyah Ayu, Alya, Sazhila, 

and Tiara Malagapy. I truly appreciate your constant support and meaningful 

contributions throughout this journey. 

11. To all my research respondents, I sincerely appreciate your time and the 

thoughtful input you provided. 

12. To myself, for choosing to hold on when it would’ve been easier to give up. I 

admire your strength. 



 

vi 

 

 



 

vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The research would not have been possible without the help, 

encouragement, and prayers of many people. As a result, with the greatest respect 

and thanks, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to: 

1. First all praises to be Allah, In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious and the 

Most Merciful. He is the One who never leaves, even when the world turns 

away. He listens to the quietest prayers and gives strength to tired hearts. 

Without His mercy and guidance, this journey would not have been possible. 

Alhamdulillah. 

2. To my beloved parents, my father Rizal and my mother Lina Fatmawati, the 

strongest and most loving people in my life. Thank you for always being my 

source of strength, especially when I felt like giving up. Your love, support, 

and endless motivation have carried me through every challenge. I am 

forever grateful for your constant prayers and the sacrifices you have made 

to see me succeed. Please stay healthy and live a long life, because I will 

always need you by my side in every step and achievement I reach. 

3. I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to my thesis supervisor, Prof. 

Dwi Poedjiastutie, M.A., Ph.D., for her consistent guidance, constructive 

feedback, and valuable time throughout the writing of this thesis. I am truly 

grateful for her dedication and expertise.May she always be surrounded by 

goodness and joy, and may she be blessed with continuous health and well-

being. 

4. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to my academic advisor, 



 

viii 

 

Laela Hikmah Nurbatra, M.A., M.EdLead, for her kind support and valuable 

advice during my time as a student. Her guidance and encouragement have 

meant a lot to me throughout my academic journey. 

5. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the lecturers of the English 

Language Education Department. Thank you for sharing your knowledge and 

for always supporting me throughout my academic journey. Your guidance 

has truly helped me to grow. 

6. I would like to express my deepest love to my dear grandmother, Fatimah. I 

also want to honor the memory of those who have returned to Allah: my 

grandmothers, Sriasih, and my grandfathers, Yulimar Sutan Bandaro, 

Mugiono, and Nengah Nayun, as well as my beloved brother, Muhammad 

Rizal. May their souls rest in peace, and may their memories continue to live 

on in my heart. 

7. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to my uncle, Om Je, who has 

always been there for me. His support and encouragement throughout this 

journey have meant so much to me, just like the support I received from my 

parents. 

8. To my lovely niece, Arvella Yumna Zulvian, Thank you for bringing so much 

joy into my life. During the moments when I felt exhausted and overwhelmed, 

your presence and cheerful spirit always managed to comfort me. 

9. To my childhood friends, Anti, Bella, Jihan, and Nisa, thank you for always 

being there for me since we were little. Your friendship and constant 

encouragement have meant so much throughout this journey. 



 

ix 

 

 



 

x 

 

 

 

  



 

xi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

APPROVAL ............................................................................................................ ii 

APPROVAL PAGE AFTER DEFENSE ............................................................... iii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION ............................................................................... iv 

AUTHOR AND DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY ......................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .................................................................................. vii 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................. x 

TABLE OF CONTENT .......................................................................................... xi 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ............................................................................. 1 

1. 1 Research Background ...................................................................................1 

1. 2 Research Problem .........................................................................................4 

1. 3 Research Objective .......................................................................................4 

1. 4 The scope and limitation ..............................................................................5 

1. 5 Research Significance ..................................................................................5 

1. 6 Definition of Key Terms ..............................................................................7 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ........................................ 8 

2. 1 Theoretical Framework ................................................................................8 

2. 2 Previous Related Studies ............................................................................13 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ................................................................ 16 

3.1 Research Design .........................................................................................16 

3.2 Population and Sample. ..............................................................................17 

3.3 Data Collection ...........................................................................................18 

3.4 Data Analysis .............................................................................................21 

CHAPTER IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION .................................................... 23 

4. 1 Description of Respondents .......................................................................23 

4. 2 Result ..........................................................................................................23 

4. 3 Discussion ..................................................................................................28 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ............................................................................... 31 

5. 1 Conclusion ..................................................................................................31 

5. 2 Limitations .................................................................................................31 

5. 3 Suggestions .................................................................................................32 

REFERENCES ....................................................................................................... 34 

APPENDICES ....................................................................................................... 38 



 

34 

 

REFERENCES 

Alharbi, M. A. (2016). Using different types of dictionaries for improving EFL 

reading comprehension and vocabulary learning. Journal of Language 

Teaching and Research, 12(2), 27. 

Ajaka, L. (2020). EFL: An exploration of the novel aspects of learning and using 

English as a Foreign Language. CALR Linguistics Journal - Issue 1. 

https://doi.org/10.60149/wcau2014 

Al-Mahrooqi, R., & Denman, C. (2018). English education in Oman. In English 

language education. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-0265-7 

Bahri, D. S. (2019). The correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their 

reading comprehension at the seventh grade students’ of MTs Daarul 

Ihsan. Project (Professional Journal of English Education), 1(2), 77--

84. 

Bosch, v. d., Segers, E., & Verhoeven, L. (2020). First and second language 

vocabulary affect early second language reading comprehension 

development. Journal of Research in Reading, 43(3), 290--308. 

Bulusan, F. (2024). An emerging instructional materials design model for English 

as a second language (ESL) and English as a foreign language (EFL) 

senior high school contexts. Innovation in Language Learning and 

Teaching, 1–14. https://doi.org/10.1080/17501229.2024.2431890 

Chaudhry, A. S., & Al-Adwani, A. (2019). Reading practices of EFL students. 

English Language Teaching, 12(5), 130. 

https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v12n5p130 

Chen, C., Liu, H., & Huang, H. (2019). Effects of a mobile game-based English 

vocabulary learning app on learners’ perceptions and learning 

performance: A case study of Taiwanese EFL learners. ReCALL, 31(2), 

170--188. https://doi.org/10.1017/s0958344018000228 

Corpuz, J. M. M., Morales, A. N., Clarin, A. S., Dionio, B. B., & Cocolan, J. V. 

(2024). Students’ vocabulary skills in relation to their reading 

comprehension in language literature. International Journal of 

Research and Innovation in Social Science, VIII(X), 2137--2150. 

https://doi.org/10.47772/ijriss.2024.8100183 

Dakhi, S., & Fitria, T. N. (2019). The principles and the teaching of English 

vocabulary: A review. Online Submission, 5(1), 15--25. 

Dewi, K. (2019). The Correlation Between Reading Comprehension Ability And 

Vocabulary Class IX At SMP N 6 Jambi. Jurnal Sains Sosio 



 

35 

 

Humaniora, 3(2), 261-265. 

Djuarsa, H. M. (2017). The relationship between vocabulary knowledge and 

reading comprehension ability of senior high school students. Ed, (41), 

41--53. 

Fatmawati, H. (2017). A correlation between vocabulary mastery and learning 

motivation toward reading comprehension of the tenth grade students 

of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Sragen in academic year 2016/2017. Skripsi 

tidak diterbitkan, IAIN Surakarta. 

Fitri, A., & Rifa’at, A. A. (2021). The correlation between vocabulary achievement 

and reading comprehension. Journal of English Language Teaching 

and Learning, 9. 

Hall, C., & Barnes, M. A. (2017). Inference instruction to support reading 

comprehension for elementary students with learning disabilities. 

Intervention in School and Clinic, 52(5), 279--286. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1053451216676799 

Hashemi, A. (2021). The effects of using games on teaching vocabulary in reading 

comprehension: A case of gifted students. Journal for the Education of 

Gifted Young Scientists, 9(1), 181--191. 

Ibrahim, E. H. E., Sarudin, I., & Muhamad, A. J. (2016). The relationship between 

vocabulary size and reading comprehension of ESL learners. English 

Language Teaching, 9(2), 116. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v9n2p116 

Jayanti, F. G. (2016). Reading difficulties: Comparison on students’ and teachers’ 

perception. Proceedings of the Fourth International Seminar on 

English Language and Teaching, 293--301. 

Kumar, R. (2018). Research methodology: A step-by-step guide for beginners. 

Latief, M. A. (2017). Research methods on language learning: An introduction 

(Edisi ke-6). Universitas Negeri Malang. 

Lelawati, S., Dhiya, S., & Mailani, P. N. (2018). The teaching of English 

vocabulary to young learners. PROJECT (Professional Journal of 

English Education), 1(2), 95--100. 

Lisana, F., Subroto, G., & Nopita, D. (2022). Students’ vocabulary mastery and 

their reading comprehension. Journal of Language Literature and 

English Teaching (JULIET), 3(1), 10--16. 

https://doi.org/10.31629/juliet.v3i1.3699 

Masrai, A. (2019). Vocabulary and reading comprehension revisited: Evidence for 

high-, mid-, and low-frequency vocabulary knowledge. SAGE Open, 



 

36 

 

9(2). https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244019845182 

Mohammadian, A., Saed, A., & Shahi, Y. (2018). The effect of using video 

technology on improving reading comprehension of Iranian 

intermediate EFL learners. Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 

9(2), 17. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.9n.2p.17 

Mustafa, F., Assiry, S. N., Bustari, A., & Nuryasmin, R. A. (2019). The role of 

vocabulary e-learning: Comparing the effect of reading skill training 

with and without vocabulary homework. Teaching English with 

Technology, 19(2), 21--43. 

Nurjanah, R. L. (2018). The analysis on students’ difficulties in doing reading 

comprehension final test Indonesia. Journal of English Language 

Literature and Teaching, 2(2), 253--264. 

Ozdemir, E. C., & Akyol, H. (2019). The development of a reading comprehension 

test. Universal Journal of Educational Research, 7(2). 

https://doi.org/10.13189/ujer.2019.070229 

Paige, D. D., & Smith, G. S. (2018). Academic vocabulary and reading fluency: 

Unlikely bedfellows in the quest for textual meaning. Education 

Sciences, 8(4), 165. 

Pahrizal, N., Vintoni, A., Sotlikova, R., & Ya’akub, H. Z. H. (2024). Metacognitive 

Reading Strategies and Their Impact on Comprehension: Insights from 

Rural EFL Learners. Indonesian Journal on Learning and Advanced 

Education (IJOLAE), 7(1), 18–36. 

https://doi.org/10.23917/ijolae.v7i1.23908 

Pardede, P. (2017). Factors attributed to contradictory research findings in print 

reading vs. digital reading effectiveness: A literature review. Dalam 

Proceeding English Education Department Collegiate Forum (EED 

CF) 2015-2018 (hal. 194--208). UKI Press, Indonesia, Jakarta. 

Sarena, L. A., Anayati, W., & Suhendi, A. (2023). The correlation between 

students’ vocabulary and their descriptive reading comprehension. 

Journal of Language, 5(2), 392--400. 

https://doi.org/10.30743/jol.v5i2.7903 

Septiana, A. R., & Hanafi, M. (2022). Vocabulary Mastery and Reading 

Comprehension of It Education Department Students. JURNAL 

EDUSCIENCE, 9(2), 532-542. 

Simanjuntak, S. A., Fajrina, D., Inayah, N., & Marhaban, S. (2024). The Correlation 

between Students’ Vocabulary Knowledge and Reading 

Comprehension Outcome. Research in English and Education Journal, 



 

37 

 

9(1), 10-17. 

Tang, S., Asrifan, A., Chen, Y., Haedar, H., & Agussalim, M. (2019). The humor 

story in teaching reading comprehension. Journal of Advanced English 

Studies, 2(2), 77--87. 

Tomas, M. J. L., Villaros, E. T., & Galman, S. M. A. (2021). The perceived 

challenges in reading of learners: Basis for school reading programs. 

Open Journal of Social Sciences, 9(5), 107--122. 

Tong, X., McBride, C., Shu, H., & Ho, C. (2018). Reading comprehension 

difficulties in Chinese–English bilingual children. Dyslexia, 24(1), 59-

-83. 

Ulfatussyarifah. (2017). The effects of vocabulary and grammar mastery toward 

students’ reading comprehension of grade X of state senior high school 

students in West Jakarta. Journal of English Language Teaching, 1(2), 

209--216. 

Viera, R. T. (2017). The importance of vocabulary knowledge in the production of 

written text: A case study of EFL language learners. Revista 

Tecnologica ESPOL, 30(3), 89--105. 

Walad, A. B., Sukirlan, M., & Prakoso, G. H. (2022). The correlation between 

students’ vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension. U-Jet 

(Unila Journal of English Teaching), 11(2). 

https://doi.org/10.23960/ujet.v11i2.202201 

Wyse, D., & Hacking, C. (2024). Decoding, reading and writing: the double helix 

theory of teaching. Literacy, 58(3), 256-266. 

  



 

43 

 

 


