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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter I of this research presents such topics as: background of study, 

statement of problem, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Linguistics is the scientific study of human language. Based on Jendra 

(2010), it is divided into some macro-scopes, such as psycholinguistics (language and 

psychological problem), anthropolinguistics (language and cultures), and 

sociolinguistics (language and societies). This study is related to the one of those 

macro-scopes, that is sociolinguistics. 

Sociolinguistics is a study that analyzes language as a part of social property. 

Wardhaugh (1986, cited in Jendra 2010) stated that “sociolinguistic is concerned with 

investigating the relationships between language and society with the goal of a better 

understanding of the structure of language and how language functions in 

communication”. 

Communication takes an important role in society; consequently people who 

use language in communication should understand to each other about the meaning of 

the speaker. In the sociolinguistics, the study which explores about meaning is called 

pragmatics. Jendra (2010) stated that “basically, sociolinguistics and pragmatics share 

a lot of common interest as both disciplines emphasize the importance of contextual 
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meaning. The meanings entailed and implied in utterances (e.g. speech act) are found 

especially through analyzing the social context in which conversations take place”. 

 Pragmatics focuses on speech act. As the highlight in pragmatics, speech 

acts theory attempts to explain how speakers use language to accomplish intended 

actions and how hearers infer intended meaning form what is said. 

 American language philosopher J.L. Austin (1962) divided speech acts into 

three basic components, they are locutionary acts, illocutionary acts, and 

perlocutionary acts. In this study the writer focuses on indirect speech acts as a part of 

illocutionary acts. In the other words, it is also called indirect illocutionary acts. 

 Indirect illocutionary acts is a widely used in conversation for some reasons. 

Leech (1983) stated that “indirect illocutions tend to be more polite because they 

increase the degree of optionality, and because the more indirect an illocution is, the 

more diminished and tentative its force tends to be”. However, politeness is not the 

only motivation for indirectness.  People also use indirect strategies when they want 

to make their speech more interesting, when they want to reach goals different from 

their partners or when they want to increase the force of the message communicated. 

 Unfortunately, using indirect speech act can cause the hearer confused to 

understand the utterings from indirect speech act said by speakers. In fact, indirect 

speech acts are ambiguous utterance. Sometimes it makes misunderstanding between 

speakers and hearer. Messages which are delivered by the speaker are not affectively 

achieved by the hearer. The hearer may get confusion to interpret what the speaker 

means. It can cause the speaker does not achieve the purpose of the utterances that he 

delivered. 
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An effective communication is when a speaker delivers the information and 

the hearer can catch the point of what the speaker means. If information which is 

delivered is understandable by the hearer, the speaker will get the feedback from the 

hearer. However, if communication is misunderstood by the hearer, the speaker 

cannot reach his purpose. Searle (1979) gave an example of indirect speech acts “Can 

you reach the salt?”. This sentence does not ask about the hearer’s ability to reach the 

salt. Based on Searle, the sentence means that the speaker wants the hearer to take the 

salt for the speaker. Imagine if the hearer does not understand what the speaker 

means, he will not get the feedback from the hearer. Consequently, it is important for 

the hearer to understand the intended meaning from the indirect utterances said by the 

speaker. 

The above information is based on the theoritical consideration. Empirically 

there have been some research findings in the same field. The first research was 

conducted by Justova (2006) entitled “Direct and Indirect Speech Acts in English”. 

She focused her study on exchanges of speaker-hearer strategies: direct-direct, direct-

indirect, indirect-direct and indirect-indirect. She found that the speakers avoid 

indirect-direct strategy since a direct response to an indirect strategy may provoke an 

argument which might be the main reason why the speakers rather choose not to 

answer directly in this case. 

Moreover, according to the reserch done by Zares (2013) entitled “Various Speech 

Acts in Disclosing Conversational Implicature Among UKM KSR PMI UNIT UNILA 

Members”, she  found that there were three types of speech; direct non-literal speech act, 

indirect literal speech act, and indirect non-literal speech act. Direct literal speech act cannot 
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be found because it is closely related to the effect of politeness. Thus, the disclosure 

strategies are more often used indirect or non-literal. 

All of those researchers made their research about indirect speech acts, but no one 

studies specifically about indirect speech acts and its meaning. Moreover, the researchers 

above analyzed the indirect speech acts in daily speech of nowdays. For example, Justova 

analyzed directness and indirectness in drama based on Life x 3, a play by Yasmina Reza. 

Whereas, Zares analyzed various speech acts among the members of UKM KSR PMI Unit in 

Universitas Lampung. 

Conversely, in this study the writer will analyze indirect speech acts contained in 

the “Elizabeth the Golden Age” movie which is quite different from the two researches 

before. This movie has setting of time in the English Renaissance (the early new 

English period). In this period a wave of immigrant Greek scholars came into Europe. 

They influenced European intellectual life in many fields, one of them is literature. 

As we know that literature takes an important role in language. So, the writer thinks 

that it is interesting to know how to use indirect speech acts in that period. 

Furthermore, its setting of place is in England Kingdom, where English is used as an 

official language. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher formulates the problem 

of research as follow: 

1. What are the indirect speech acts used by main characters in “Elizabeth the 

Golden Age” movie? 
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2. What are the classifications of indirect speech acts used by main characters 

in “Elizabeth the Golden Age” movie? 

3. What are the meanings of indirect speech acts used by main characters in 

“Elizabeth the Golden Age” movie? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

Based on the statement of problems, the researcher formulates the purpose of 

study as follows: 

1. To know the indirect speech acts used by main characters in “Elizabeth the 

Golden Age” movie. 

2. To know the classifications of indirect speech acts used by main characters in 

“Elizabeth the Golden Age” movie. 

3. To know the meanings of indirect speech acts used by main characters in 

“Elizabeth the Golden Age” movie. 

1.4 Signififances of Study 

Practically, this study is expected to give explanation about indirect speech 

act. It is also expected to give contribution to students and lecturers who want to learn 

about indirect speech act more specific. Moreover, it is also hoped to help the watcher 

of the movie understand the meaning of indirect speech acts which are contained in 

the movie. 

Theoritically, this study is expected to give useful information for readers, 

especially in indirect speech act. It is also expected can increase knowledge of 

indirect speech act for readers. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the indirect speech acts which are contained in 

“Elizabeth the Golden Age” movie. 

This study is limited on the indirect speech acts which are used by main 

characters only. 

1.6 Definition of Keyterm 

There are several key terms wich are clarified in this study. The researcher 

defines the key terms as follows: 

1. Sociolinguistics is the study of language in relation to the society where it is used 

(Jendra, 2010). It is focused on language as a part of society and culture. 

2. Pragmatics is the study of the use of language and the meanings found in it 

(Jendra, 2010). It is about what is the speaker’s intended meaning. 

3. Speech Acts is the act of uttering a particular expression by which the speaker is 

also actually doing something (Jendra, 2010). In speech acts, someone is doing 

something through his words. 

4. Indirect Speech Acts is an utterance is used to perform a function other than the 

one listed beside it (on the same line), the result is an indirect speech act (Yule 

1996, p.133). It is utterance which has implicit meaning. 

5. Ambiguity utterance is the state of having more than one possible meaning 

(Oxford Dictionary). In this study, the ambiguity has two possibilities meaning 

caused by indirectness, they are what the speaker intend or the literal meaning. 


