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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key term. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Technology is one of mediator that used to improve, support and develop 

society. Technology gives influence to the human society, especially internet. 

Internet usage has grown very fast over the last decades such as get information, 

making communication with other friend and trading that can be done through 

internet. Internet is a global electronic, interactive medium and each of these 

properties has consequences for kind of language found there (Crystal, 2001:24). 

The internet is a global system of interconnected computer networks, by internet 

we can directly interact to other people in this world with email, Yahoo! 

Messenger, Twitter, or Facebook. There have been a lot of users of internet, and it 

increases year by year, and now using internet as in social life becomes a lifestyle.  

Language has an important role as a tool of communication among people 

in daily social life. People can imagine how difficult life without language. 

“Language is used for transmitting information from one person to another, but at 

the same time a speaker is using language to make statements about who she is, 

what her group loyalties are, how she perceives her relationship to her hearers, 

and what sort of speech event she considers herself to be engaged in” 

(Tagliamonte, 2006:7). People use language to communicate with others no 
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matter it uses words, spoken, written, or combination of spoken and written 

language. By language, people not only get information, but also use it to express 

feeling. Sometimes, when people describe a person as a good communicator, they 

are likely thinking of the way he/she speaks and feels their expression. 

Due to the fact that people in the world want to communicate and interact 

with each other and they have different geographic conditions, they have different 

languages. The differences of languages cause language variation. “Brown and 

Attardo (2005:285) argue that language variation occurs from one region to 

another, among social classes, between genders, and among various age groups.” 

Language will be developed based on the development or the growth of social life 

where the people use it by society itself. However, language is not static. Any 

language can change in any way its people want it to, or need it to and as soon as 

they wish. Every language has built into vary structure or mechanism of change. 

As the example, people make up new words, use old words in new ways, and 

compose sentences they have never heard before. 

The appearance of those languages happened in society, including 

Indonesia. Those kinds of language include folk speech or more well known as 

“Jargon”. Fromkin and Rodman (2010:470) state that Jargon is a set of words that 

is used in conceivable science, profession, trade and occupation.” It is used only 

for the activity which is created by the people. For example, jargon is used to 

communicate only in a specific group in order to make their conversation easy to 

understand for their group. By using jargon, we can make communication easier 

by using common words in a particular group or social life. 
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There are many language varieties in social media, such as facebook, one 

of it is jargon. A study on jargon is an important part of sociolinguistics study. 

Facebook is one of hugely popular social networking sites that is mostly 

used by society since it easy to use and gives beneficial for them. Facebook not 

only used for adding a new friend, but also can create a group. Furthermore, there 

are many activities can be generated. For example, group for online shop, group 

for sharing information or news, and group for private circle. Accordingly, 

Facebook is defined as one of friendship sites or social networking sites and 

consist of typical terms such as wall, friend request, status update, etc. Facebook 

is also one of media to make a friend, share daily activity and share information 

about anything a human can do. Indeed, people are having trade on facebook to 

get efficient time. This is most typical characteristics of social networking sites. 

There are some studies related with jargons. Diah (2013:22) studied about 

jargon used by “Teenegers found in Facebook”. In her thesis, she found that there 

were 72 jargons found in facebook. The jargons were used in informal situation. 

Then the meaning of each jargon was checked by looking at the context of 

dialogues and conversations among facebookers exactly the teenager. From that 

study, the writer can learn that the jargons are used to make communication easier 

and funny, even hold good relationship between each other. 

Based on the previous researches, the writer tries to analyze jargon and 

find out the meanings of the jargons used by Rombengan Online Malang on 

facebook. The reason why the researcher chose this topic since the researcher is 

the member of that group, and it may ease the researcher to conduct research by 
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being the member of the online group. Therefore, the writer found out that the 

people on facebook often create new jargon. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem  

From the explanation in the background above, the writer formulates the 

statements of problem as follow: 

1. What are the jargons used by “Rombengan Online Malang” on 

Facebook? 

2. What are the contextual meanings of jargon used by “Rombengan 

Online Malang” on Facebook? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The purpose of the study is to get the answers of the statement of problem 

above. The purposes are as follow: 

1. To find out kinds of jargon used by “Rombengan Online Malang” on   

Facebook. 

2. To describe the contextual meanings of jargon used by “Rombengan 

Online Malang” on Facebook. 
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1.4 Significance of the Research 

The result of this study is expected to give the following contributions: 

Firstly, for the students, this study may give them a various knowledge and 

clear description about jargon used by Rombengan Online Malang on 

Facebook.  

Secondly, the researcher hopes that the result of this study can be used as 

reference for those who want to conduct a research about jargon in 

sociolinguistic subject, especially jargon used by “Rombengan Online 

Malang” on Facebook. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the jargon used by Rombengan Online 

Malang found in Facebook. Meanwhile, the limitation of this study is the 

jargon used by Rombengan Online Malang found in Facebook from 1 

October 2014 until 30 November 2014 which is assumed to give enough data 

about the jargons used by Rombengan Online Malang with its 26.881 

followers. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

There are several key terms, which are necessary to be defined are as follows: 

1. Jargon is a set of words that is used in conceivable science, profession, 

trade, and occupation (Fromkin and Rodman, 2010:470). 
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2. Rombengan Online Malang is a group on facebook that buyer and seller 

meet to offer their product, make negotiation and trade the goods. 

3. Facebook is one of friendship sites or social networking sites that consist 

of typical terms such as wall, friend request, status, etc. (Ellison and Boyd, 

2013)  

4. Pragmatics is concerned with the use of these tools in meaningful 

communication that is about the interaction of semantic knowledge with 

our knowledge of the world, taking into account contexts of use (Griffiths, 

2006:1). 

 


