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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents background of the study, statements of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Human as one of the three alive-creatures, besides animal and plant, they 

have a particular ability, which make them so special among the others. They are 

able to adapt, survive and analyze the universe phenomenon, which make their 

quality of life better and better from the past. Besides, something that makes them 

more special than the others is they know the way to express their feeling, 

thought, and emotion which related to literature.    

 According to Rees (1973:18), literature is a permanent expression in 

words of some thoughts or feelings in ideas about life and the world. It seems that 

something human being deals with literature, especially in communicating. To 

communicate each other may be done by a means, such as written or spoken 

communication. Even something they wrote or said, no matter what its content, 

could be called a literature. Therefore, in this life, in purpose or not in purpose, 

they have involved with literature. 

 By using their mind they produced an expression of their feeling, emotion 

and thought to communicate with others. And this result of literature is called a 

literary work. Literary work consists of two types, namely imaginative and non-
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imaginative. Both literary works are basically the same, that is both are expressed 

aesthetically, but they have a difference in expression. Imaginative type is 

commonly using connotative sentence to express an idea, while non-imaginative 

type is more realistic than the imaginative one. It uses denotative sentence. 

 Non-imaginative type consists of essay, criticism, biography, 

autobiography, history, memoir, diary, and letters. While imaginative type 

consists of poetry, fiction, and drama. In this research, a drama is taken as an 

object that will be further analyzed. Drama may be defined as a mimetic implies 

that it is imitative of reality (Eghagha, 2001:54). Through the drama, the author 

tries to create the sense that the reader experiences the actual life by reading. 

Drama contains problems and situations which happen in real daily life. Readers 

respond the stories in different ways through their own imagination. They might 

be involved in the story and characters, and put themselves as the characters with 

the same emotions.   

One of drama is The Importance of being Earnest. It is very interesting 

story which reflects real life story of London society. This study is discussed 

because the drama The Importance of being earnest is one of famous comedy 

drama which can entertain the readers and also has strong moral value. It is 

written by Oscar Wilde in 1895 and really interesting to explore more about this 

drama which focus on the figure of Algernon (Algy) as a hypocrite man in the 

story. Algernon is a member of the wealthy class, living a life of total 

bachelorhood in a fashionable part of London. He is younger than Jack, takes less 

responsibility, and is always frivolous and irreverent. As a symbol, he is wittiness 
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and aestheticism personified. He — like Jack — functions as a Victorian male 

with a life of deception. Unlike Jack, he is much more self-absorbed, allowing 

Wilde to discuss Victorian repression and guilt, which often result in narcissism.   

 One of interesting topic in The Importance of being Earnest is hypocrite. 

Hypocrite is saying one thing and doing another” (e.g., Barden, Rucker, & Petty, 

2005), or publicly upholding moral norms, especially for others to follow, but 

personally violating them in private (e.g., Lammers, Stapel, & Galinsky, 2010). 

Algernon in this drama was categorized  as a hypocrite. What he says to everyone 

around him is not the truth that really existed. He manipulates all information 

about him. That is what Algernon in the drama. While, being hypocrite will lead 

to some bad effects such as untrustworthy and hesitated by Lady Bracknell.  

Regarding the explanations above, it is really interesting to analyze 

Algernon as a hypocrite man in Oscar Wildes’s drama The Importance of being 

Earnest. So, the researcher entitles this research An Analysis of Algernon as a 

hypocrite man in Oscar Wildes’s drama The Importance of being Earnest.   

1.2 Statement of study 

The problem of the study can be stated in the following main questions : 

1. What are hypocrite things Algernon did in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance 

of being Earnest? 

2. What were the effects of being hypocrite to Algernon in Oscar Wilde’s 

The Importance of being Earnest? 
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1.3  Purpose of study             

  This study aims at investigating the character of Algernon as a hypocrite 

man. He is as the main character in the drama and he make some lie things around 

him. Furthermore, this study aims at :  

1- Finding out the hypocrite things Algernon did in Oscar Wilde’s The 

Importance of Being Earnest. 

2- Finding out the effect of being a hypocrite man to Algernon in Oscar 

Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

 By analyzing the hypocrisy of Algernon, the writer can enlarge his 

knowledge about characteristic of human. The writer also expects to the readers 

that the results of his study will not only give contribution in appreciating and 

understanding literary work but it also can be used as knowledge about bad and 

good human hypocrasy and its resolution. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is Algernon as a hypocrite man in Oscar Wilde’s 

The Importance of Being Earnest. Meanwhile, this study is limited to the 

hypocrite things Algernon did, and the effect of being hypocrite to himself in 

Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of being Earnest. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Hypocrite is saying one thing and doing another (Barden, Rucker, & Petty, 

2005)  

2. Algernon is a member of the wealthy class, living a life of total 

bachelorhood in a fashionable part of London. 

3. The Importance of Being Earnest, a trivial comedy for serious people is a 

play by Oscar Wilde. First performed on 14 February 1895 at the St 

James's Theatre in London, it is a farcical comedy in which the 

protagonists maintain fictitious personæ to escape burdensome social 

obligations.  

4. Drama is mimetic implies that it is imitative of reality (Eghagha, 

2001:54).  


