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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses several topics including background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1. Background of Study 

Language is one of communication tools that are used by the human being 

in the world and definitely contain of some forbidden words or sentences to be 

said in public and certain condition. There are many studies in language field with 

the purposes are to be successful in communication and to prevent human from 

misunderstanding about the language itself. 

In this case, this thesis discusses about part of sociolinguistic in term of 

varieties of languages. According to Yule ( 2006 : 205 ), sociolinguistics is used 

generally for the study of the relationship between language and society. As we 

know, in daily conversation, sometimes what someone says is not what he really 

meant to say. Speech acts give people an idea about the power of language. It 

allows people to realize that they can perform many communicative functions by 

means of the language, for instance suggesting someone and many more. 

Studying speech acts also let people understand about the content and the meaning 

of utterances according to particular situation, especially in illocutionary acts. It 

means an utterance may have different communicative function when it is used in 

different context and situation. 
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According to Yule (2006 : 118), “Speech act is the action performed by 

the speaker with an utterance”. Another philosopher who also developed the 

theory of speech act, Searle , focused his theory of speech act on how a hearer 

perceives a particular utterance. Wardhaugh states that: 

In contrast to Austin, who focused his attention on how speakers realize 

their intentions in speaking, Searle focused on how listeners respond to  

utterances, that is, how one person tries to figure out how another is using 

a particular utterance (2006:288-289). 

 

The explanation above is the reason why the writer uses Searle’s theory of 

speech act in this research. The term of speech act is more often refers to 

illocutionary of an utterance. Searle ( 1999, in Wardhaugh, 287 : 2006 ) divided 

illocutionary acts into five categories they are; assertive, directives, commisives, 

expressive, and declaratives. 

There are several researchers who have done the research in the field of 

speech act. Marfua Zainun (2013) studied about An analysis of speech act used by 

puss in a “puss in bootsa” film by chris miller. He found that there were 122 

speech act utterances were used by puss in a “puss in boots” movie. From those 

speech act utterances, there were 56 utterances were categorized as directives,33 

utterances were categorized as assertive,18 utterances were categorized as 

expressive, and 15 utterances were categorized as commisive. 

Speech acts and short story has close relationship. In short story, all of the 

utterances have meaning and message and it will be interesting to be discussed. 

The researcher decides to analyze a short story in its illocutionary acts. Thus, it is 

chosen a short story entitled “The Old Man and The Sea” which is written by 

Ernest Hemingway and was released in 1952 to be analyzed. Based on the 

background above, the researcher wants to analyze the illocutionary acts found in 
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the “The Old Man and The Sea” short story by Ernest Hemingway, because this 

short story many has lessons. Ernest Hemingway was an American author and 

journalist in 20
th

 century. He published seven novels, six short story collections, 

and two non-fiction works. Additional works, including three novels, four short 

story collections, and three non-fiction works, were published posthumously.  

Many of his works are considered classics of American literature. The Old 

Man and The Sea was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1953 and was cited 

by the Nobel Committee as contributing to the awarding of the Nobel Prize in 

Literature to Hemingway in 1954. The writer needs to analyze the types of 

illocutionary acts of conversation in “The Old Man and The Sea” short story 

written by Ernest Hemingway.  

In this case the researcher will analyze illocutionary acts in “The Old Man 

and The Sea” short story. The researcher chooses this short story, because this 

short story has moral value and lessons in the real life. Considering the main 

character is the one who dominating the short story whether in action or 

conversation, the researcher chooses Santiago as the subject of this study because 

Santiago is the main character. 

Explanation above is the reason why the researcher chooses illocutionary 

acts used by Santiago in “The Old Man and The Sea” short story as the object of 

the analysis. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
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1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the Background Study stated above, the main problem is 

questioned:  

1.  What are the illocutionary acts used by Santiago in “The Old Man and The 

Sea” short story written by Ernest Hemingway? 

2.  What are the types of illocutionary acts used by Santiago in “The Old Man and 

The Sea” short story written by Ernest Hemingway? 

 

1.3 Purpose of  Study 

According to research problem, the objectives of this study are: 

1. To identify the illocutionary acts used by Santiago in “The Old Man and The 

Sea” short story written by Ernest Hemingway. 

2. To identify the types of illocutionary acts used by Santiago in “The Old Man 

and The Sea” short story written by Ernest Hemingway. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study is intended to give the contribution for both the teacher and the 

student in teaching learning activities. 

For the English teacher, the writer expected that the teacher is able to 

understand and realize about speech act and how to use it their teaching learning 

activities. 

For the students, the writer expected that this study will make the students 

understand speech act especially illocutionary acts in teaching learning activities 

which delivered by teacher in understanding the materials. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study focused on illocutionary acts. This study is limited on analyzing 

types of illocutionary acts produced by Santiago in “The Old Man and The Sea” 

short story written by Ernest Hemingway which has a moral lesson. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation, it is necessary to give the definition of key 

term as follow: 

1. Sociolinguistics is used generally for the study of the relationship between 

language and society (Yule, 2006 : 205). 

2. Speech act covers ‘actions’ such as ‘requesting’, ’commanding’, 

‘questioning’ and ‘informing’ (Yule, 2006 : 118). 

3. Illocutionary acts must be performed ‘intentionally’ Searle (in Wardaugh, 

2006 : 287). 

4. Short story is a fictional narrative, the length of which varies, but which 

rarely exceeds 20,000 words (Quinn, 2006 : 387). 

5. The Old Man and The Sea is a short story that is discussed in this study. This 

story was published in 1952. 

6. Ernest Hemingway is the author of the short story “The Old Man and The 

Sea”. 

 

 

 


