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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This introductory chapter provides the basic ideas related to the study 

carried out.  This chapter presents the background of study, the statements of the 

problem, the purposes of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and 

limitation, and the definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

Studying English means learners should learn the four language skills like 

writing, speaking, listening, and reading. Four of which have different ways and 

methods to be taught, so that lecturers or teachers have to be creative in selecting 

the appropriate method to be employed.   

  In addition to the four basic skills, English has one component subject that 

is very necessary for learners to learn, that is grammar. It is very important 

component to be comprehended and understood as the basic understanding of the 

four language skills in English.  To teach grammar, lecturers or teachers need a 

certain method to help learners more easily to understand and master in making 

good sentences in one pragraph or essay.  According to Wang (2010), grammar is 

the most important part in language system. He also proposed that grammar is just 

like a frame of house. This is due to the fact that grammar is also a crucial subject 

in learning English which stands in the central position to support learners’ 

understanding of writing, speaking, reading and listening.  

Furthermore, the English learners should pay attention to other branches of 

grammar in term of mastering one skill like writing. Gabriel (2001) stated that 
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grammar is enabling language students to use linguistic form accurately, 

meaningfully, and appropriately. This means that mastering grammar also support 

the students to master the other skills in both written and oral.  

Moreover, mastering a grammar is the basic and important factor in four 

skills of learning English because grammar also helps students to comprehend 

writing, speaking and listening. For instance, students who want to be a good 

writer, they must understand a grammar to make their sentences advance and 

understandable.  A previous study done by Nor Lisda (2008) stated that students 

cannot have good writing without knowledge of the rules of grammar, and 

grammar would not exist if they did not communicate with the written word. 

Moreover, Al-Mekhlafi and Nagaratnam (2011) stated in their journal that in 

studying grammar, learners should consider three kinds of important areas: 

grammar as a rule, grammar as a form, and grammar as a resource.  These three 

areas influence what we want to say or write.  

Although grammar is difficult to be understood, teachers still can use a 

certain and applicable method to help students conceive the subject.  However, it 

needs an extra effort to adjust the material and the students’ interest because 

according to Richard (as cited in Celce, 2001, p.15) there is no value judgment 

about which method of teaching is good or bad.  Each method has its strength and 

weaknesses, but they are not equally suited for all situations and contexts.  

Teachers can choose an appropriate teaching method depending on the 

circumstances of the situation. 

Equipping a method, there are several considerations that have to be made 

by lecturers or teachers in applying the kind of method that will be employed in 
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their teaching. According to Djamarah (2010), method stands in the important 

position in teaching because it encourages learners to feel enjoyable in their 

studying. However, as a teacher, he or she should understand the condition and 

the number of the students in applying the method.  

Beating out of employing method in teaching, student-presentation is one 

of well known methods to be implemented in one certain teaching and learning 

process. This method is being applied now in a certain class to teach Grammar at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. This is also one kind of peer tutoring 

methods which is well known to teach. Nguyen (2013) says in his journal that 

peer tutoring means high performing students guide low performing students in 

the class. They try to understand more the subject by learning in group and 

present the result in front of other students.  

    This kind of method also has been employed by the previous researcher, 

Henry Putra Alam (2008) at MTs Negeri Batu. He studied about the 

implementation of peer tutoring method in improving students’ ability in math. 

This is the same as presentation method applied in teaching grammar at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The procedure is that the students are 

divided into several groups and, later, discuss the material that is going to be 

presented in front of the class. The finding of Henry’s study shows that applying a 

peer tutoring helped all students to master mathematics which discussesed 

foursquare and enhanced the students’ motivation in studying.  

Another previous study was done by the author of one journal Bruffee 

(2012). He stated that peer tutoring and presentation method in teaching had 

improved students’ academic and motivation in studying.  
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To know more the subject, presentation is one kind of methods that can 

help and give a big chance to students to be active learners because it encourages 

students to explain what they have learnt with their group. They prepare all their 

needs before standing in front and explain the material or topic that was 

determined.  

However, students may have different perception of the implementation of 

that presentation because they have different senses and ways of receiving the 

method. McMillan (2000) stated that perception is two different ways of 

communication, level of control, activity user, sense and time sensitively. 

Accordingly, learner may feel comfortable and enjoyable of the method or 

perhaps they feel bored. 

In line with this, perception is needed in doing something even in 

receiving the material by presentation method because it can help students 

understand easily what the lecturers or teachers explain. Based on the statement, 

the writer is interested in conducting a case study research of English students’ 

perception of the implementation of student-presentation method in teaching 

grammar at C class of structure at the third semester of English students at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang.  

 

1.2 Statement of problem 

Based on the background, the writer formulates the research problems as 

follows:  

1. How is the student-presentation method applied for English 

department students in structure class? 
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2. What is student’s perception of the implementation of student-presentation 

method in structure class? 

 

1.3  Purposes of study 

The problems of this study raise two purposes of study as follows: 

1. To describe how the student-presentation method is applied for English 

department students in structure class. 

2. To find out the students’ perception of the implementation of student-

presentation method in structure class. 

 

1.4  Significance of study 

The writer expects that the result of this research can be useful and give 

some information for some lectures or teachers especially in English department, 

so that they would be able to be selective in choosing one certain method to help 

learners in their studying. Moreover, the finding of this study can give ideas for 

some theories to evolve their opus. It is also as a valuable input for English 

Department’s students. Hopefully, they will get a new view of understanding that 

studying English is not difficult even in learning grammar. This study is also 

expected to increase and enlarge the writer’s understanding of the students’ 

perception of the implementation of student-presentation method. At last, the 

writer hopes that this study can help other researchers who conduct the research 

with the same topic.   
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1.5 Scope and limitation  

A scope needs to be set to avoid misunderstanding in this thesis. The 

writer focuses on how the presentation is done by the students and what is the 

English department students’ perception of the implementation of this method. 

The limitation of this research is only English department students at C structure 

class at the third semester at 2013 of academic year at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

1.6  Definition of key terms 

1. Presentation method is done only by one student to explain what the 

material is. He/she usually convey the topic of the material in front of the 

other students. 

2. Grammar or structure  is the whole system and structure of a language or 

languages in general, usually taken as consisting of syntax and 

morphology (including inflections) and sometimes also phonology and 

semantics (Dictinary). 

3. Perception is an interactivity concept on the basis of psychological sense 

to get something (Cordes and Newhagen, 1996). 

4. Teaching grammar or structure is the description of the ways in which 

words can change their forms and can be combined into sentences in that 

language (Harmer, 1991). 


