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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents: Background of Study, Statement of 

Problem, Purpose of the Study, Significance of Study, Scope and Limitation and 

the last is the Definition of Key term. 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

Nowadays, English is an international language and it has become 

an important role in daily life; open up the mind set to get involved in global 

networks. According to Khamkhien (2010), “English has increasingly become the 

medium of communication around the world both in local and global”. Moreover, 

not only because English is an international language, but also it is a lingua franca 

that is prominent language to communicate with other people in diverse mother 

tongue. Students (non-native speakers) who learn English has urgently increased 

because of the importance of English in the society today. Mostly non-native 

speaker, who learn English, learn English as a second language and foreign 

language. Kachru (1985) in Harmer (2001) claims that between 320-380 million 

people spoke English as a first language and anywhere between 250-350 million 

as a second language.  

In Thailand, English is taught as a foreign language rather than a second 

language. From the first year of primary school, English is taught in school 
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(Laopongharn and Sercombe, 2009). So to keep up with the growth of the current 

world, it is important for Thai students to learn English. Based on Thailand 

Ministry of Education (2001), learning foreign language is very important and 

essential to daily life, as foreign language provide as an important tool for 

communication, education, seeking knowledge, living and creating understanding 

of cultures and visions of the world community.  

In learning English, there are four language skills which have to be 

mastered, they are writing, listening, reading, and speaking. Those four skills are 

divided into two types which are receptive skill and productive skill. Receptive 

skill is a term used for reading and listerning, skills where meaning is extracted 

from the discourse. Productice skills is the term for speaking and writing, skills 

where students actually have to produce language themselves (Harmer, 2001: 

265). 

Speaking is the highly important skill because it is commonly used in 

verbal communication, and it is widely known as an effective communication in 

daily routine. According to Oradee (2012), speaking skill is the most important 

and essential skill and it is the most difficult for learner. In speaking, there are 

some components influencing how proficient people in speaking English; they are 

component of grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and pronunciation. When students 

want to speak fluently in English, they need to be able touse appropriate stress, 

intonation partterns, speak in coherent speech, and pronounce phonemes correctly. 

Gilakjani (2012: 119) claim that on this basis, pronunciation is the main 

part of foreign language learning since it directly affects learners' communicative 
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competence as well as performance. He also says that limited pronunciation skill 

is able to decline learners’ self-confidence, limit social connections, and 

negatively affect estimations of a speaker’s credibility and abilities. When the 

speaker pronounces word clearly and correctly, their audience will understand 

what the speaker tries to express easily. On the other hand, the audience will 

misunderstand when the words are inaccurately pronounced or stressed.  

In teaching and learning process, pronunciation is important because it can 

improve students’ ability in speaking. It can make students more confident when 

they speak with other including foreigner. They will have chance to speak with 

foreigner by challenge. Based on Harmer (2001: 183), teaching pronunciation not 

only makes students aware of different sound and different sound feature but can 

also improve their speaking greatly.  

Pronunciation is important in teaching and learning, it is also one of the 

most difficult subjects in teaching and learning. According to Gilakjani (2012: 

127), pronunciation can be one of the most difficult parts of a language for EFL 

learners to master and one of the least favorite topics for teachers to address in the 

EFL classroom. Because of its importance, pronunciation should be mastered by 

students to avoid misunderstading between speakers. Moreover learning and 

teaching pronunciation is very difficult because it takes a lot of time and effort to 

improve pronunciation. Some non-native speakers who live for a long time in an 

English-speaking country still have poor pronunciation. Fulcher (2003:25) says 

that, in pronunciation, second language learner regularly have problems in 



4 
 

differentiating between sounds in the new language that they do not have in their 

own language. 

  In addition, Youfu and Yalun (2002) in their study found that many Thai 

students could not produce some pronunciations close to intelligibility. One of 

difficulties is stress problem because Thai language is a tonal language, which has 

different tone like music. Different tone in speaking will create different meaning. 

For example, the word ข้าว(kau) if it is pronounced with high tone, it means “rice” 

but if it is pronounced with middle tone, it means “white”. Stress is one of the 

biggest problems of Thai students. Thai students like to put the stress on the last 

syllable in some words such as, yesterday, September, computer etc (Youfu and 

Yalun: 2002).  

 Based on the explanation above, the researcher would like to conduct a 

research with title “Pronunciation errors Faced by Thai Students at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang In Speaking Skill”. The researcher chooses to conduct 

the research at University of Muhammadiyah Malang with Thai students as the 

subject to provide better contribution the English learning. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of study, the writer formulated the problems of 

study as follows: 

1. What are the pronunciation errors faced by Thai students at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang of speaking English? 
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2. What are the Thai students’ strategies to solve their pronunciation errors in 

speaking English? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

According to the problem of study above, the purpose of the study are 

focused in answering the research problems, they are: 

1. To identify what are the pronunciation errors made by Thai students at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang in speaking English 

2. To identify what are the Thai students strategies to solve their pronunciation 

in speaking English. 

 

1.4 Significance of the  Study 

The result of this study will show the pronunciation errors of English 

sounds encountered by Thai students at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Then, the results are expected to become feedback for the teachers of English 

department in speaking class. It is expected that the English teacher can find the 

solution for those problems. Finally, it will be easier to teach when they know the 

pronunciation errors face by their students. So the teaching and learning process 

will be more efficient.  

For the Thai students, they will know their problems in pronunciation, so 

they can improve their speaking skill. Moreover, teachers who know the students 

problems in pronunciation could teach them better.  
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In addition, the researcher hopes the result of this study can be used as a 

source of information for other researcher who wants to conduct a research in the 

same field. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is that the researcher focused on pronunciation 

error in speaking English. The subjects are limited to Thai students at University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. The researcher takes four students of English 

department, 2013 Academic Year as the subjects of the study. 

 

1.6 Definition of key Term 

To get a definitive understanding of the concepts of this study, the 

following definition is given: 

- Pronunciation error 

Pronunciation errors are neither correlated nor randomly made. These errors 

reflect the interference of different sound systems on English pronunciation. 

(Chiann Ying: 2011) 

- Thai Student 

Thailand students refer to the Thai students who get scholarship in studying at 

English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang Academic year 

2013. 
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- Speaking 

Speaking is the verbal use of language to communicate with other. 

(ClennFulcher, 2003:23) 

 


