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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and the 

definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Curriculum is a basic of teaching-learning process, a set of materials, a 

course of studies, a content, a program of studies, or a sequence of courses. Every 

teaching-learning process has to follow the curriculum. Curriculum is everything 

that goes on within the school, including extra-class activities, guidance, and 

interpersonal relationship. Richards (2010:6) stated that the term curriculum is 

used to refer to the overall plan or design for a course and how the content for a 

course is transformed into a blueprint for teaching and learning which enables the 

desired learning outcomes to be achieved. Thus, curriculum is an important 

guidance for every school. 

National education curriculum of Indonesia has experienced many changes 

in curriculum. The newest is Curriculum 2013. The change is a logical 

consequence of the political system, social, cultural, economic, and science. The 

entire national curriculum is designed based on the same basis, Pancasila and 

1945 Constitution, and the difference is the emphasis on basic education goals and 

implementation approach. Nowadays, Indonesia’s education has a new curriculum 

that was launched in 2013, namely Curriculum 2013. This new curriculum was 
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applied in many schools in Indonesia, especially 25 targeted schools, state and 

private, in Malang. Curriculum 2013 has been supported by facilitates such as 

textbooks for teachers and students. The teachers are also given a training to face 

Curriculum 2013. Basically, curriculum will help teachers to plan, prepare 

teaching materials, and teach the students. It also provides what procedures can be 

used to determine the content of learners’ need, and what factors can be 

considered in their class.  

Curriculum 2013 provides a new approach in teaching process. It provides 

a scientific approach which is equal with a science process. Curriculum 2013 uses 

scientific approach to develop the students’ attitude, knowledge, and skill 

(Kemendikbud, 2013). Moreover, with this approach, students are expected to 

have a good attitude, knowledge, and skill through some activities in a class. For 

example, for attitude aspect, they listen to teacher’s explanation in such a good 

attitude, do tasks and respect other students in a group activity. In knowledge 

aspect, the activity can be done by remembering the lesson, analyzing and 

evaluating. Then for skill aspect, students can implement the lesson, ask questions 

to the teacher. According to Permendikbud No. 81A, (2013:35), the learning 

process of scientific approach has five phases such as observing, questioning, 

collecting information, associating, and communicating. Observing is a phase that 

requires students to observe or see the following activities such as looking, 

listening, hearing, and reading. Questioning is a phase that gives students 

opportunities to ask questions about what have been seen, listened to, read or 

seen. Asking, giving feedback, and expressing ideas are also the activities in the 
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questioning phase. Collecting information is a phase which is used to gather 

information. It is a follow up of the asking process. This activity is done by 

collecting information from various sources through a variety of ways. The 

learners can read more books, pay attention to the phenomenon or object or even 

do experiments. Then, associating is a phase to process the information which has 

been collected in collecting the information phase. In associating, the information 

will be selected and chosen which one the depth information that is reliable. 

Communicating is the last phase in scientific approach where it provides 

opportunity for students to communicate what they have learned. This activity can 

be done by writing or telling what is found during the activity. The activity can be 

presented in front of the teacher and students. Those are included in scientific 

approach which are used to develop students’ ability in any skill in learning 

English.  

Learning English means mastering four language skills namely reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking. The demand of English in this global era is not 

only to read, write, or listen, but also speak. Speaking is one of the important 

aspects in learning. Richards (2008:19) stated that the mastery of speaking skill in 

English is a priority for many second language or foreign language learners. In 

addition, speaking skill serves to establish and maintain social relations which 

focus on the exchange of information. The ability of speaking depends on the 

habit formation. Consequently, speaking is a need that must be practiced as often 

as possible in daily conversation.  



4 

 

 
 

Related to speaking, it seems to be the most important skill that should be 

paid attention to in the process of teaching and learning. Likewise, today’s world 

requires that the goal of teaching and learning speaking is to improve students’ 

communicative skill. Only that way, students can express themselves and learn 

how to follow social and culture rules. Hence, the government launched the new 

curriculum which has more changes in the content of the curriculum. The 

scientific approach as a part of Curriculum 2013 requires the students to develop 

their communicative skill. This approach emphasizes the skill of students in 

speaking, so that the new generation of the nation has more ability in the future. 

Seeing the goal that should be reached, the scientific approach as a principle of 

Curriculum 2013, is applied to cover the students’ need for increasing speaking 

skill. Through scientific approach, students can do speaking activities by applying 

five phases, that is observing, asking questions, collecting information, 

associating, and communicating.  

Nevertheless, in fact there are still a large number of students who find 

difficulties to speak English. These difficulties were found at the eight grade 

students of SMPN 3 Malang when the writer had a teaching practice. SMPN 3 

Malang is one of favourite schools that applies Curriculum 2013 including 

scientific approach. This school has conducted this approach once Curriculum 

2013 was applied. This school has already used it for three semesters so far. When 

the writer had a teaching practice at SMPN 3 Malang for two months, the writer 

found some difficulties which were encountered by the students in applying 

scientific approach in learning speaking.  
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Difficulty in learning process is a crucial thing that should be overcome by 

the students. Richard (2008) states, on his perspective that there are some typical 

learner problems or difficulties in learning speaking. They are learners cannot 

sustain spoken interaction beyond short segments, they lack of vocabulary needed 

to talk about common utterances, and they lack of communication strategies. 

Moreover, the learners often speak slowly and take too long to compose 

utterances. They cannot participate actively in conversation, and they have poor 

grammar and pronunciation. Those typical problems or difficulties which are 

faced by learners have some reasons. The poor speaking skill is because of: (1) 

lack of curriculum emphasis on speaking skill, (2) teacher’s limited English 

proficiency, (3) class condition do not favor oral activities, (4) limited 

opportunities to practice outside of class, (5) examination system does not 

emphasize oral skills.  

Then, seeing those typcal problems and reasons, the writer is interested in 

analyzing students’ difficulties along the implementation of scientific approach in 

learning speaking. It is because of the purpose of scientific approach is to develop 

the students communication. Based on the preliminary interview with one of the 

English teachers of SMPN 3 Malang, the students still have difficulty when the 

teacher applied the scientific approach in the teaching learning process. They did 

not active in speaking class. Those difficulties should be overcome to decrease an  

obstacle in the teaching learning process.   

Considering this study, the writer has already found two previous studies 

which were constructed about the implementation of scientific approach. Pahlevi 
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(2014) found in his research that the teacher implemented five learning phases of 

the scientific approach in two meetings. They were observing, questioning, 

collecting information, associating, and communicating phases. However, the 

teacher’s activities in the questioning and associating phases were less effective 

because the studens’ curiosity to ask was unsatisfied in the questioning phase and 

he left analyzing or comparing the obtained information in the associating phase. 

The students’ responses were effective in the three learning phases; observing, 

collecting information/exploring, and communicating. In contrast, the students’ 

responses to the questioning and associating phases showed that they could not 

learn well due to the less creativity of the teacher. It means that there is still 

difficulty in the phase of the scientific approach in learning especially in 

questioning and associating. It becomes the teachers’ responsibility to make 

students active in a class. 

Suharyadi (2013) wrote on his study that the Curriculum 2013 is claimed 

to be different from the previous one, KTSP, in several aspects. One of the 

differences is that “a scientific approach” is introduced. This approach is old and 

new. It is old as it has been used in science, whereas it is new because it is newly 

applied in English language teaching (ELT). For language teachers (English), this 

approach is not clear yet, and probably it causes some controversies. So that, his 

study aims at exploring the notions of scientific approach and its possible 

application in English language teaching. Both the previous studies showed that 

there are still difficulties which are encountered in applying scientific approach. 
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From the preliminary studies, it is important to investigate the difficulties 

of applying scientific approach in learning English, especially in speaking skill.  

Considering some reasons previously, the writer is interested in identifying and 

observing students’ difficulties in applying scientific approach in learning 

speaking at the eighth grade of Junior High School. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the problems can be identified as 

follows: 

1. What difficulties do students face in applying scientific approach in learning 

speaking at SMPN 3 Malang? 

2. How do the students cope with the difficulties in applying scientific approach 

in learning speaking at SMPN 3 Malang?  

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

The study is carried out with the following purposes as: 

1. To analyze the difficulties faced by students in scientific approach in learning 

speaking at SMPN 3 Malang. 

2. To find out the solutions to cope with the difficulties in scientific approach in 

learning speaking at SMPN 3 Malang. 

 

 

 



8 

 

 
 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

After conducting the research, the writer expects the benefit that can be 

taken as follows: 

1. For the English teachers of SMP Negeri 3 Malang. 

It will help and motivate English teachers to know the difficulties which 

faced by the students and the solutions in applying scientific approach in 

learning speaking. 

2. For students of SMP Negeri 3 Malang  

It can be a motivation for the students to be more active in a class and 

participate in conversation.  

3. For the next researchers 

The writer hopes that this study would become a reference for the next 

researchers who investigate about the difficulty of approaches. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the difficulties faced by students and 

the solutions  in applying scientific approach in learning speaking at SMP Negeri 

3 Malang. Meanwhile the limitation focuses on the eighth grade students at SMP 

Negeri 3 Malang. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

It is important to know the meaning of the key terms used in this study as 

follows:  
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1. Difficulty is a condition of being difficult. It is like a problem that is faced 

by people in a particular subject. 

2. Curriculum is a plan or design for a course and how the content for a 

course is transformed into a blueprint for teaching and learning which 

enables the desired learning outcomes to be achieved (Richards, 2010). 

3. Scientific Approach is a principle of Curriculum 2013 which aims to 

develop the students’ attitude, knowledge, and skill (Kemendikbud, 2013). 

4. Speaking is an ability to speak fluently presupposes not only a knowledge 

of language features, but also the ability to process information and 

language on the spot.   

5. Learning speaking is a process of learning speaking fluently by practicing 

grammatical structures and then later using them in conversation. It is used 

to develop the communicative skill.  


