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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 Following the needs to find out the basic information in this study, chapter 

one will give some basic information. This chapter presents some topics such as: 

background of study, statement of problem, hypothesis, purpose of study, 

significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each 

section is presented as below. 

1.1 Background of Study 

 Learning is an essential thing for many people in this world. People will 

obtain particular knowledge by learning something. According to Pritchard (2009, 

p. 1) learning is somethinghappens quite naturally and goes by quite unnoticed in 

many cases. It is acquired both formal and informal. In addition, learning happens 

a very long time before school and continues after school. People start their 

learning process before they reach school age. For example, children learn 

something from their parents like how to talk, how to eat, and how to walk. So, all 

of people will learn a knowledge for gaining some information that they do not 

understand before. 

Learning English is also a part of learning. Nowadays, English becomes an 

international language in the world that all people should learn. Learning English 

means learning an English language as a foreign or second language used by 

people for communication in their daily life. In Indonesia, learning English is a 

must for students from early education (Kindergarten school) up to tertiary 

education (University level). The proof shows that English is taught in every 

school and the students study four English language skills: listening, speaking, 
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reading and writing. To sum up, there are many ways to learn English such as: by 

going to school or joining some English courses, watching western movies, and 

listening to western songs. 

Every learner has some characteristics in the way of their study. They have 

different learning strategies to learn about something especially some subjects that 

taught in their school. Many students may not even be aware that they use these 

strategies as it may have become a natural and automatic process for them. In 

other words, learning strategies can be defined as a successful mastery of the 

second language will be due to a large extent to a learner’s own personal 

“investment” of time, effort, and attention to the second language in the form of 

an individualized battery of strategies for comprehending and producing the 

language (Brown, 2000, p. 60). It means that learning strategies are a kind of 

learning technique that used by the students to success their study in 

understanding, particularly in this case is English language.  

Following Brown's, Reid (2005, p. 57) confirms that learning strategies 

refer to how the learner manages learning. These learning strategies include ways 

to help students identify what they need to learn, process new language and work 

with other people to learn. Using the right strategy at the right time can help 

students learn the language better and make them more autonomous. Furthermore, 

the strategies that the students use to learn a second language also depend on their 

learning styles. 

 Learning style is a biologically and developmentally determined set of 

personal characteristics that make the identical instruction effective for some 

students and ineffective for others (Dunn & Griggs, 2000, p. 9). Learning styles 
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came innately since they born and every person has their own learning styles. 

Learning styles refer to the variations in students’ ability to accumulate as well as 

assimilate information (Enrick et al, 2014). Each individual may possess a single 

style or could possess a combination of different learning styles. Thus, every 

student will have different learning styles and strategies in learning English 

language. 

 Knowing and understanding the learning strategies and styles are 

important for the students on any ages. Moreover, learning styles of language 

learners play a crucial role in choice of language learning strategies. Thus, it is 

advantageous for students to know their types of learning strategies and styles 

early on so that learning may become easier. 

 In this study, the researcher describes the learning strategies for different 

learning styles in learning English at SMP Negeri 02 Batu through correlational 

study. Various types of learning strategies and styles will be shown here and it 

may give some contributions not only for the students but also for the researcher. 

The researcher can also find what kind of learning styles and strategies that she 

has. In conclusion, by knowing our learning strategies and styles absolutely we 

will know how we prefer to learn. 

 The researcher is interested in conducting this research because by 

knowing the students’ learning strategies and styles, students will be aware that 

they have different intelligences in their learning. The teacher will have different 

teaching techniques in teaching different learning strategies and styles of them. 

The teachers can also help their students by designing instructions that meet to the 
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needs of individuals with different stylistic preferences and teaching students how 

to improve their learning strategies. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

 In line with the background of the study in this topic, then the researcher 

formulates research question. This research question is: 

1. Is there a correlation between students’ learning styles and their strategies 

in learning English? 

1.3 Hypothesis 

1. Null hypothesis (Ho): Students’ learning styles do not correlate with 

students’ learning strategies in learning English. 

2. Alternative hypothesis (Ha): Students’ learning styles correlate with 

students’ learning strategies in learning English. 

1.4 Purpose of Study 

 Regarding to the statement of problem, the purpose of this study is to 

know whether the students’ learning styles have positive correlation with 

students’ learning strategies in learning English at SMP Negeri 02 Batu. 

1.5 Significance of Study 

 In order to give the inquiry knowledge in this study, the researcher also 

constructs the following contribution. The result of this study is expected to give 

contribution and ideas to the educational field, not only for the students but also 

for the researcher. The result of this study gives some information about students’ 

learning strategies and learning styles, so when the researcher becomes a teacher, 

she will know how to manage and design the classroom well.  
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 In addition, it also gives a contribution for the teachers. It is expected that 

the teachers can help the students in identifying their learning strategies and 

learning styles. After knowing the students’ learning strategies and learning styles, 

the teacher can modify the teaching strategy and classroom management in the 

class. Thus, the students will know which strategies and styles of learning that 

they have especially in learning English. By knowing their preference strategies 

and styles of learning, they will maximize their education in learning English. So, 

by reading this study the students are able to develop their English skills by 

knowing their own learning strategies based on their learning styles as a guidance 

to learn. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

 The discussion of this study will be limited not only to the learning styles 

but also learning strategies used by the students at SMP Negeri 02 Batu. This 

study is also limited on the main learning strategies and cognitive learning styles 

(VAK model) by Fleming, such as: visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic. Then, the 

subject of this study is limited on eighth-grade students Class A and F at SMP 

Negeri 02 Batu academic year 2015/2016. 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to clarify and to avoid misunderstanding of the terms used in this 

study, the researcher would like to give the definition of the terms used. 

Learning is acquiring or getting knowledge of a subject or a skill by study, 

experience, or instruction. (Brown, 2007 p. 7) 

Learning strategies are steps taken by students to enhance their own learning. 

(Oxford, 1990 p. 1) 
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Learning style refers to any individual’s preferred ways of going about learning. 

(Nunan, 1991 p. 168) 

 In conclusion, this chapter has highlighted the introduction required to 

conduct a research that is background of study, statement of problem, hypothesis, 

purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key 

terms. This basic information is needed by the researcher to share the similar 

understanding about the topic of this present study. Next, the researcher will 

describe some related literatures in Chapter II. 


