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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents some topics related to background of study, statement 

of problems, purpose of study, scope and limitation, significance of study and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1. Background of the Study 

As we know, English has been established as one of the subjects in the formal 

education. Although English is not the language with the largest number of native 

or „first‟ language speakers, it has become lingua franca. A lingua franca can be 

defined as a language widely adopted for communication between two speakers 

whose native languages are different from each other‟s‟ and where one or both 

speakers are using it as a „second‟ language (Harmer, 2002). From the basic level 

to advanced level, from primary to secondary school, either only as extracurricular 

subject or intracurricular (compulsory) subject, English has been taught to all 

levels of education. In secondary schools, especially in Junior High Schools, 

English has been established as a required subject.  

On the other hand, English, in Indonesia, is still considered as a Foreign 

Language. It is possible for Indonesian students to find difficulties in learning 

English as a Foreign Language. Moreover, there are many aspects in English 

language that should be learned and mastered by the students, those are: listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. The components of language are: grammar, 

vocabulary and pronunciation. They support the four language skills. One aspect 

of language teaching and learning process is writing skill which is the most 
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difficult skills that should be mastered by students since it concludes many aspects 

like syntax, grammatical, and vocabulary (Richard, 2001). Writing is an activity 

of expressing messages, ideas and information in written form. According to 

Richards (2001), writing is the most difficult skill and highly complex, there are 

some aspect that should be mastered by the students such as: generating and 

organizing idea, and translating this idea into readable text. On the other words, it 

is so complicated to transfer our thoughts, feelings and idea into a paper or written 

work. 

As a matter of fact, the strong foundation in grammar is one of important 

aspect that should be comprehended in order to make good structured in writing. 

In other words, they should know a set of rules that must be followed which is 

called grammar. Particularly, writing without grammars‟ rule will make sentence 

disorganize and causes such a problem. Harmer (2002) defines grammar as the 

description of the ways in which words can change their forms and can be 

combined into sentences in that language. 

Based on the implementation of curriculum at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Malang, writing in the eighth grade students is taught in four kinds of text, which 

are recount, descriptive, narrative, and procedure. In this case, the researcher will 

use descriptive text to be analyzed. The basic competence of the lesson is that 

students should be able to write descriptive text, event by concerning on social 

function, text structure, and grammar contextually. 

Moreover, the errors commonly occur to students in junior high school, for 

example when they complete assignment given by the teacher. This problem 
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needs to be taken seriously, because it will be a bad habit for students when 

making assignment. Nevertheless, these errors will influence their 

communication. Therefore, it is important to analyze the errors because by 

learning the errors there are many advantages. According to Corder (1982), errors  

could  be significant in three ways: they provided the teacher with information  

about  how  much  the  learner  had  learnt,  they  provided  the researcher with  

evidence of how language was learnt, they served as devices by which the learner 

discovered the rules of the target language. 

Based on the previous researcher, conducted by Ulfah (2013) in her thesis, 

entitled “Error Analysis in Applying Simple Present Tense in Writing Descriptive 

made by The First Year Students at SMP N 18 Malang.”There were 68 errors in 

37 compositions. They were divided into four types of errors; omission had 43 

errors (63.24%), misformation got 29 errors (42.65%), addition was 11 errors 

(16.18%), and misordering errors 6 errors (8.82%) from the total of errors. 

Another previous researcher, Risti (2012) in her thesis, entitled “Error  

Analysis on the Use of Simple Present Tense in Paper  Assignment of  Writing 

Subject Made  by the Fourth Semester Students of English Department at STAIN 

Salatiga in the Academic Year of   2011/2012”, she found that there  were  kinds  

of  errors  based  on  surface  strategy taxonomy  such  as  omission  of  subject,  

omission  of  to  be  in  the  simple  present tense, omission of –s/-es in the verb 

form, omission of prepositions, omission of –s/-es  in  the  plural  form,  addition  

of  s/-es  in  the  singular  form,  addition  of possessive marker (‟s), addition of to 
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be in the simple present tense, addition of preposition, misformation, and 

misordering. 

Furthermore, an error in English grammar is probably natural. It  can  be  sure  

that  grammar  is  the  essential  part  as  a  writing guidance  for  students  to  

make  the  sentences  correctly  and  to  convey  the  meaning properly in 

particular written form. Yet, when the teachers are teaching English, they might 

find some students who have low ability in writing so they make an error in 

writing. Students have difficult to understand the grammatical because English is 

foreign language for them, it‟s quite complicated. Thus, the structural of 

Indonesian pattern and English pattern is totally different.  

In addition, students often make some errors when using simple present tense 

in writing descriptive text. When writing descriptive text students have to use 

simple present tense, however, they find difficulties in using verb correctly, like 

regular or irregular. Further, students have difficulty to divide which one verb that 

has to add „s‟ or „es‟. In addition, the researcher analyze descriptive text because 

descriptive text is quite simple but students still often found difficulties in writing 

descriptive text, it based from the researcher‟s experience in teaching practice 

program. The errors sometimes occur when they are required to use correct 

grammar and tenses. Students must use proper and effective grammar if students‟ 

ideas are to be communicated and accepted.  

Nevertheless, there are some advantages to analyze the students‟ errors, not 

only for students but also for teacher. Thus, teacher will know the problems that 

they face and try to analyze their weaknesses by knowing students errors. In 
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addition, by analyzing students‟ errors, the teacher can analyze not only the 

students‟ difficulty in the use of simple present tense in writing descriptive text, 

but also determine the effectiveness of certain method in the teaching it.  

Therefore,  the  researcher tries  to  do  study  dealing  with  the  problem  and 

the study entitles An Error Analysis of Simple Present Tense in Descriptive 

Text Written by the Eighth-Grade Students of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Malang because descriptive text is quite simple but students still often found 

difficult in writing descriptive text. By analyzing students‟ errors of using simple 

present in writing descriptive text, it is expected to improve teacher‟s teaching 

skill and overcome the students‟ error, especially in writing 

1.2. Statement of the Problems 

Based on the description of background study, the researcher formulates 

some problems of this study as follows: 

1. What kind of errors are faced by the students in writing descriptive text using 

simple present tense made by eighth grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 

4 Malang? 

2. How is the frequency of occurrence of the errors of using simple present tense 

in writing descriptive text made by eighth grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang? 

1.3. Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of problems, the purposes of study are stated as 

follows: 
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1. To identify errors of using simple present tense in writing descriptive text 

made by eighth grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. 

2. To explain how the frequency of occurrence of the errors of using simple 

present tense in writing descriptive text made by eighth grade students of 

SMP Muhammadiyah4 Malang. 

1.4. Scope and Limitation 

There are many errors faced by students in writing text whether descriptive 

text, narrative text, recount text, and so on. Here, the researcher limits her study 

only in errors of writing descriptive text using simple present tense faced by 

eighth students of SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang.  

1.5. Significance of the Study 

The researcher expects that this research can be used as the references in 

order to improve students‟ understanding related to writing, errors, and mistakes 

in writing text, especially descriptive text. This research is also intended to 

improve the teaching learning process for the teachers by analyzing students‟ error 

in writing. 

1.6. Definition of Key Term 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation, the following terms are 

defined as follows: 

1. According to Drosg (2007), errors are an inevitable phenomenon in the wake 

of science that has nothing whatever to do with blunder or wrong 

measurements. In simple word, error is the conditions where there are wrong, 

incorrect or inaccurate things.  
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2. According to Harmer (2002), writing requires to expressing feelings, ideas, 

arguments, willingness and thoughts in the form of words in sentences. The 

process of generating, arranging and developing ideas into written form.  

3. Simple present tense is the form of language used to refer to an event, 

transaction, or occurrence which is happening now (or at the present time), or 

an object that currently exist. In addition, it indicates that an action is present, 

now, relative to the speaker or writer. 

4. Descriptive text is the form of writing that used to describe person, place, 

events of units of time, such as days, times of day, or season.  

 


