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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key term. 

1.1  Background of the Study 

English is an international language that becomes the most essential 

language in the world. Almost all the people from many different countries use it 

to communicate around the world. The era of English has always main roles in 

our lives. Because every international relationship, English is as center 

communicative language which is used to connect each other in the world. So 

there are many countries that use English as their mother tongue or second 

language. It depends on their government in making a prohibition and rule.  

Based on the explanation above, Indonesia is a country that has multi 

cultures, tribes, religions, and has various local languages. That is so difficult to 

apply English as second foreign language but in Indonesia we try to do it. English 

becomes really crucial especially in modern era, every country will compete for 

developing science and technology because English as the only one tool and the 

way to communicate each other across the world also we can gain new 

knowledge from other sources to improve our research in developing science and 

technology. In fact, there are so many scientific books written English. Even 

more the information of the technology development can be kept up through 

internet also uses English. It proves that English is universal of spoken and 
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written. Indonesia must be ready to realize the world development with a modern 

technology and brilliants knowledge by using a good English.  

In Indonesia, English definitely is not the first or second language, but it 

is a foreign language. It seems that English will be foreign Language which is 

used by all elements of Indonesian publicly. Indonesian students or teachers are 

expected to improve in comprehending English as the same as Indonesia 

language. Actually, it has to be mastered and taught in junior high school and 

senior high school as a priory subject. Even now in elementary school, English is 

introduced as a local content. The government hopes that the teacher and the 

students are capable and understand how to use English as well. 

English has four language skills. They are listening, reading, writing and 

speaking skill. In that case, the researcher focuses on English speaking skill. It is 

the way how to transfer our thought and mind to others by using English to make 

them understand what we really mean. English speaking skill is very important to 

be able to communicate with people who come from different countries in the 

world that use different languages. English is spoken by the speakers to interact 

with some else. In brief, speaking involves interaction one or more participates, it 

means that all interactions should be understood each other. In addition, the 

speaking skill is one of ability to receive and get the point of some information, 

feeling and emotion from speaker to listener orally. According to Kayi (2006) “ 

speaking is one of the most important and essential skills that must be practiced to 

communicate orally. It is a priority for many second and foreign language 

learners”. Other expert, Hughes (2006)“ speaking is an interaction constitutes the 
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bulk of most people’s daily engagement with linguistic activity. Extracting the 

fact of the everyday life, speaking is the high-frequent-done activity. People work 

and do an activity with speaking faced almost every time. This reality, people 

want to speak English fluently and correctly”. 

In learning speaking skill, the students often find some problems. The 

problems frequently are found when their native language makes them difficult to 

understand foreign languages. Students are less motivation to practice it in their 

daily conversation, often misunderstanding about the teacher’s instructions, and 

they are difficult to remember vocabularies, new word in learning speaking 

English. 

The problems that are found not only faced by the students, but also the 

teachers are the problems in teaching speaking English. The teacher’s problems 

are they usually can’t create interesting situation, the teacher never uses the role 

play, and she/ he gives the instructions to students is not clear in teaching 

speaking English. These are the researcher’s reasons to solve the problems that 

are faced by students and teacher in teaching learning English. One of solutions is 

the implementation of method or strategy that is applied in teaching learning 

process at class.  

Method is a way or strategy of lesson planning into context and it is the 

efforts that need to be done by a teacher to make the learning process can reach 

the goals as what we have planned as well. Hopefully based on the methods, the 

students will understand well what the teacher’s speaking and teaching. We can 

take a lot of benefits from method that would be applied, the teacher is better to 
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put on a method considering of some advantages such as how to make the 

students pay attention more to the lesson, to know students interest, to control the 

class activities, to avoid bored feeling of the students, and it also helps the 

students are easily to receive the materials that will be taught by teacher. In 

addition, in teaching method will give benefits to improve student engagement, 

feedback for teacher and students, and easy replace the tools or strategy. That is 

the importance of method in teaching and learning English which has been 

realized as one of hard lessons for students. 

According to Richard and Roger (2001) “ there are several methods of 

teaching English. Those are Grammar Translation Method, Audio-lingual 

Method, Direct Method, Total Physical Response, Community Language 

Learning, and Cooperative Learning. However, many methods that can be used in 

teaching and learning process. The researcher chooses Total physical Response 

as one of the methods that has been chosen as strategy in teaching learning 

English.  

Total Physical Response ( TPR ) is one of language learning methods 

based on the coordination of speech and action. It was developed by James 

Asher, a professor of psychology at San Jose State University, California. 

According to Asher defines that the method of TPR relies on the assumption that 

when learning a second language or a foreign language, that language is 

internalized through a process that is similar to first language development and 

that the process allows for long period of listening and developing 

comprehension prior to production. 
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In TPR, students listen and respond to the spoken target commands of 

their teacher. The students are lot of motivation to practice speaking English as 

well as they know. Also, they will be able to understand teacher’s instructions, 

when they can perform the teacher’s instructions it means that they know the 

meaning of the words. And the students are easy to memorize the lists of 

vocabulary items and new words by using body movement in learning speaking. 

The expert, Larsen (2000) also supports that TPR was developed in order to 

improve the better result of teaching learning process of a new language, 

especially in vocabulary building.  

In teaching process, the teacher applies Total Physical Response with less 

theory but more practice. TPR requires the teacher teaches English through 

physically responding with actions. During the process of using TPR teaching 

method, teacher makes active and conducive situation for students, starts 

applying the role play, and she/he tries to change the concepts of teaching 

correctly and clearly. According to Garcia (2001) explains that the two very 

important concepts in TPR are the notion of Total Physical Response 

involvement and the role played by the right hemisphere of the brain in learning a 

second language by action. The first concept deals with the idea of introducing 

second language by giving action response which has been influenced by the way 

people acquire their First. 

From the explanation above, the researcher concludes that TPR is one of 

ways to solve some problems that are faced by students and teacher, and it helps 

to develop the quality of teaching learning process in education system. 
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According to Richard and Roger (2001)says that students and teacher have the 

primary roles of teaching and learning lesson.  

For these reasons, the researcher is interested in describing the 

implementation of TPR used by teacher in teaching speaking at SMP PGRI 2 

BATU. The researcher expects to know more the advantages and the students’ 

response toward the implementation of Total Physical Response in teaching and 

learning. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

1. How is the implementation of Total Physical Response used by the teacher 

in teaching speaking English? 

2. What is the students’ response toward the implementation of Total 

Physical Response in learning speaking? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To describe the implementation of Total Physical Response used by the 

teacher in teaching speaking English. 

2. To describe the students’ responses in learning speaking using Total 

Physical Response. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

In accordance with the background of study, the researcher expects that 

this study can give contributions to the following: 

1. For the teacher 

To improve the quality of teaching English and it is as one of effort to 

become the professionalism teacher in teaching speaking English. 
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2. For the students 

To help the students develop their ability in expressing ideas 

verbally and be confident to practice in speaking English. It also 

helps students to develop their abilities to examine their own ideas 

physically. To make the students easy in understanding English 

material and help them to improve their speaking skill. 

3. For the next researcher 

To increase the knowledge and understanding about the method in 

teaching speaking English and as one of sampling to accomplish 

this study. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

There are many kind of teaching methods in Education that enhances in 

the process of English teaching methods: Grammar Translation Method, Audio-

lingual Method, Direct Method, Total Physical Response, Communicative 

Language, Silent Way and so on. The limitation focuses on Total Physical 

Responses on second year at SMP PGRI 2 BATU 2015. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To make the readers understand the terms used in this study easily. The 

writer presents definition of the terms as follows: 

1. Speaking is equally important in children’s overall language 

development. Children learning English as their native language 

spend time in developing speaking skill. ( Nunan, 2005) 
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2.  Teaching Speaking is delivered in the process of teaching 

speaking and also the activities that give students opportunities to 

practice language use more freely. ( Nunan, 2005) 

3. Teaching method is a combination of activities, roles of teacher 

and students, teaching procedures in the class to achieve demanded 

teaching and learning objectives. ( Ricard & Rodger, 2001). 

4. Total Physical Response is a method that relies on pairing speech 

and action this method is appropriately used for young learner 

because they benefit most from kinesthetic approaches to language 

building. (Richard & Rodger, 2001).  

5. Response is a reply, a answer or a reaction to be made to reply to a 

question or request ( Powell, 2002 ). 
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