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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

Language learning is not a set of easy steps that can be programmed in a 

quick do-it-yourself kit (Brown, 2000: 1). Language learning is a long and 

complex undertaking. When people try to learn a language, they will take even a 

long or a short education process. According to Pinker’s The Language Instinct 

(1994): 

Language is a complex, specialized skill, which developed in the child 

spontaneously, without conscious effort or formal instruction, is deployed 

without awareness of its underlying logic, is qualitatively the same in every 

individual, and is distinct from more general abilities to process information 

or behave intelligently. (p.18) 

In the other words, language is systematic, used for communication. It is 

operate in a speech community or culture, and it is also acquired by all people in 

the same way with the universal characteristics. Language learning for English 

foreign or second language focuses on developing the ability to communicate in 

target language. 

English is one of languages in the world. Nowadays, English as 

international language has important role in facing globalization era. Most of 

people need English for several reasons such as for transferring knowledge, 

information, and also for doing international trip.  

Learning English can be achieved in various ways; one of them is education 

in schools. Recently, there are many schools providing the language courses or 
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lesson which could help the students in mastering a language, especially English. 

English has become an important language in education field, not only in the 

universities, but also in primary and secondary schools in Indonesia and other 

developing countries. In tertiary education, for instance, most of the references 

are written in English regardless of the students' subject matters. Those 

situations certainly encourage the government to rise up the qualities of teaching 

and learning English by providing some qualified institutions. 

Learning English usually covers four basic skills, they are reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening. These skills are joined closely together as the same 

treatment during English lesson. In this research, the researcher will take a 

specialization in teaching reading. The researcher will conduct a research about 

technique in teaching reading in Junior High School. 

Reading is one of important skills in learning language. With reading skill, 

the learner will try to process each single word and understand its meaning. 

According to Ministry of Education and Culture (2013: 66), as one of the core 

competence, reading has an important role to help students to be able to 

communicate in English and to create a discourse. Therefore, the students must 

be able to read a text in English.  

In reading process, learner will know that language is about a set of arbitrary 

symbols that is not only primarily visual, but may also be vocal. In other way, 

reading can take longer process and have higher complexity than the other skills. 
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Frequently, reading is possibly the most extensively and intensively studied by 

expert in the field of language teaching and learning.  

In this study, the researcher focuses on the reading activity. There are lots of 

ways in teaching reading and making interesting reading activity. There is 

notable interaction between language and though in reading. Reading is a 

receptive psycholinguistic process wherein the actor uses strategies to create 

meaning from text. It means that students speak the language in the 

psychological circumstance; started with linguistic surface representation 

encoded by researcher and ended with meaning with the reader’s construct 

(Goodman 1988: 22) 

According to statement above, the researcher sums up that a good reader has 

two ways to generate the knowledge processing in reading activity. First, 

information is processed based on linguistic input from the text. Second, 

information is processed using prior knowledge of the reader to make some 

prediction about the data they found in the text. 

The English teacher also has important role in teaching his students to read. 

The role of English teacher is very essential in the classroom. He is a leader in 

managing his classes. The English teacher has important role in developing his 

or her students’ response through reading activity, as a mediator or facilitator to 

clarify the difference and creating the effectiveness in classroom. Teacher has a 

big responsibility in creating students’ creativity and in motivating their 
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students’. The teacher knows how to handle and to encourage the students to be 

motivated in reading. 

To make a good reading comprehension the teacher can use top-down and 

bottom-up technique in teaching reading. According to Farrell (2009: 18), by 

top-down technique, reading is directed to the brain. Reading by top-down 

technique is bringing the students’ knowledge and experiences to read the text. It 

will influence the students’ understanding and interpreting the text. Reading by 

bottom-up technique is taking and constructing the meaning only from the text 

itself, from each word and sentence. It builds textual meaning from the smallest 

unit to the largest. 

According to Pardede (2006),in his research, he finds that with a basic 

understanding of theoretical basis of top-down and bottom-up processing, 

teachers can be better take advantage of the most useful methodologies 

associated with the different approaches. 

The other previous research related to top-down and bottom-up technique 

which is conducted by Fauziyah, 2007, she finds that the top-down and bottom-

up technique could be used to teach reading. This technique is recommended as 

alternative aid to teach reading comprehension. 

The researcher is interested in conducting the research because most of 

students or learners who are learning second or foreign language assumed that 

reading is the most essential skill to master due to some reasons. First, reading is 

service skill. Harmer (1991: 190) describes writing and speaking as productive 
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skills and listening and reading as receptive skills. On the other hand, writing 

and speaking English can be skill that produce a product or performance that has 

a wide improvement and creativity of language learning; and reading and 

listening English can be skill that the learner accept their forms or concept from 

English language. It means after learning how to read effectively, students will 

be able to learn effectively. Second, students are performance highly in reading 

than other skills. They more understand the context of learning by read the text. 

Indirectly, this condition will motivate the students to learn more. 

Realizing how important reading for learner, the researcher see the great 

chance to develop the learner’s or student’s ability. This research will be taken at 

MTs Terpadu Kalipang because each class in this school consists of 23 students. 

The small class is making the research easy to get valid data because the 

students will get maximal attention from their teacher. Therefore, the researcher 

decides to do the research in that school. The top-down and bottom-up technique 

can help the students comprehend the text. Thus, the researcher intends to 

observe how that technique applying in classroom. The researcher wants to 

know the teacher’s way in applying top-down and bottom-up technique reading 

and the problems probably happen while the teaching undergo. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

1. How does the teacher apply top-down and bottom-up technique in teaching 

reading? 
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2. What are the problems faced by the teacher in using the top-down and 

bottom-up technique in teaching reading? 

3. How does the teacher solve the problems faced in applying the top-down and 

bottom-up technique in teaching reading? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The purpose of the study is based on the statements of problem. This research 

will be aimed at finding out: 

1. Describing the way teacher applies the top-down and bottom-up technique in 

teaching reading  

2. Identifying the problems which are faced by the teacher in using top-down 

and bottom-up technique in teaching reading  

3. Findings the solutions for the problems which are faced by the teacher in 

applying the top-down and bottom-up technique in teaching reading  

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of the study are hoped to give benefits for teachers, the readers, and for 

the next researchers: 

a. For teachers 

The result of this study can be one of the techniques in teaching reading. In 

addition, it can solve teacher’s problem in preparing the material and the way 

of teaching reading using the top-down and bottom-up technique. 

b. For students 
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Through this study, it is hoped that it can give valuable contribution in 

increasing the students’ ability to read the other text comprehensively. 

c. For next researchers 

For next researchers, the results of this study can be used as reference and for 

materials research that can be developed in the future. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the use of top-down and bottom-up technique to 

teach reading which covers three types of texts; recount, narrative, and 

descriptive at 8th grade (B Class) MTs Terpadu Kalipang Grati (year 2014-2015). 

Meanwhile, it limits on descriptive text as material during the research is 

undergo. The researcher limits her research on descriptive text because it is 

presented more frequently than other texts. It is hoped the researcher can get 

deeper result. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid ambiguity, the explanations of the terms that are used are as follows: 

1. Reading: the process of making meaning from text to gain an overall 

understanding of what is described in the text ratherthan to obtain meaning 

from isolated words or sentences. 

2. Top-down processing: the uptake of information is guided by an individual’s 

prior knowledge and expectations (Treiman, 2001). The students begin 

reading from the main idea, then evaluating the ideas and ends by conclusion 

and predicting outcomes (Djuharie, 2008) 
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3. Bottom-up processing: take in stimuli from the outside world, letters and 

words, for reading and deal with that information with little recourse to 

higher-level knowledge (Treiman, 2001).The students calls attention to 

grammatical forms, discourse markers, and other surface structure details for 

the purposes of understanding literal meaning, implications, rhetorical 

relationship, and the like while they are reading (Brown, 1989). 

4. Top-down and bottom-up technique: the way of information processing and 

knowledge ordering which involves an active cognitive process in which the 

reader’s background knowledge plays a key role in the creation of meaning 

(Tierney and Pearson, 1994) and make readers decode a text word by word, 

linking the words into phrases and then sentences (Gray and Rogers, cited in 

Kucer 1987). 

 


